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Participants  

 Panel Members: 

Fernando Aguilar, Riccardo Crebelli, 1 Alessandro Di Domenico, Birgit Dusemund, 

Maria José Frutos, 2 Pierre Galtier, David Gott, Ursula Gundert-Remy, Claude Lambré, 

Jean-Charles Leblanc,3 Oliver Lindtner, Alicja Mortensen, Pasquale Mosesso, Agneta 

Oskarsson, Dominique Parent-Massin,4 Ivan Stankovic, Ine Waalkens-Berendsen, 

Rudolf Antonius Woutersen, Matthew Wright, and Maged Younes5 

 

 Hearing Experts: 

None 

 

 European Commission representatives: 

DG SANTE (Health and Food Safety), E2 Food processing technologies and novel 

foods: Andreia Alvarez Porto 

 

 EFSA: 

FIP Unit: Alessandra Giarola, Federica Lodi, Fabiola Pizzo, Ana Maria Rincon, Claudia 

Roncancio Peña, Camilla Smeraldi, Alexandra Tard, Stavroula Tasiopoulou 

DATA Unit: Davide Arcella, Zsuzsanna Horvath 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed all participants to this last plenary meeting of the ANS Panel in its 

current composition. 

Apologies were received from Peter Moldeus for the whole meeting. 

                                       
1 Apologies on 20 June AM 
2 Apologies on 22 June  
3 Apologies on 20 June AM 
4 Participated via teleconference, apologies 20 June AM 
5 Apologies on 20 and 21 June, participated via teleconference on 22 June 
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2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without any changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest of Scientific Panel Members  

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-Making 

Processes6 and the Decision of the Executive Director on Declarations of Interest7, EFSA 

screened the Annual Declarations of Interest and the Specific Declarations of Interest 

filled in by the Panel Members invited for the present meeting.  

For further details on the outcome of the screening of the ADoI or the SDoI, please refer 

to Annex. 

Oral Declaration of Interest was asked at the beginning of the meeting and no additional 

interest was declared.  

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 73rd Plenary meeting held on 16-18 May 

2017, Rome (Italy)  

The minutes of the 73rd Plenary meeting held on 16-18 May were agreed by written 

procedure on 12 June 2017.8 

5. Report on the written procedures since 73rd Plenary meeting 

No scientific outputs were adopted by written procedure since the last plenary meeting. 

6. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion and possible adoption 

6.1. Re-evaluation of glutamic acid and glutamates (E 620-625) (EFSA-Q-

2011-00577; EFSA-Q-2011-00578; EFSA-Q-2011-00579; EFSA-Q-2011-

00580; EFSA-Q-2011-00581; EFSA-Q-2011-00582)  

The draft opinion on the re-evaluation of glutamic acid and glutamates (E 620-625) 

was presented to the members of the ANS Panel together with the main points for 

discussion. The ANS Panel discussed the different parts of the risk assessment and 

unanimously adopted the opinion, subject to incorporation of changes as suggested 

during the meeting. 

The full opinion will be available on the Authority’s webpage. 

6.2. Re-evaluation of xanthan gum (E 415) (EFSA-Q-2011-00514) 

The draft opinion on the re-evaluation of xanthan gum (E 415) was presented to the 

members of the ANS Panel together with the main points for discussion. The ANS 

Panel discussed the different parts of the risk assessment and unanimously adopted 

the opinion, subject to incorporation of changes as suggested during the meeting. 

The full opinion will be available on the Authority’s webpage. 

6.3. Re-evaluation of starches: oxidised starch (E 1404), monostarch 

phosphate (E 1410), distarch phosphate (E 1412), phosphated distarch 

phosphate (E 1413), acetylated distarch phosphate (E 1414), acetylated 

starch (E 1420), acetylated distarch adipate (E 1422), hydroxypropyl 

                                       
6 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
7 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf  
8 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/170516-1 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00577
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00577
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00578
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00579
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00580
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00580
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00581
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00582
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00514
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/170516-1
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starch (E 1440), hydroxypropyl distarch phosphate (E 1442), starch 

sodium octenyl succinate (E 1450), acetylated oxidised starch (E 1451), 

starch aluminium octenyl succinate (E 1452)(EFSA-Q-2011-00489; 

EFSA-Q-2011-00490; EFSA-Q-2011-00491; EFSA-Q-2011-00492; EFSA-

Q-2011-00493; EFSA-Q-2011-00494; EFSA-Q-2011-00495; EFSA-Q-

2011-00496; EFSA-Q-2011-00497; EFSA-Q-2011-00498; EFSA-Q-2011-

00499; EFSA-Q-2013-00696) 

The draft opinion on the re-evaluation of modified starches, covering: oxidised starch 

(E 1404); monostarch phosphate (E 1410); distarch phosphate (E 1412); 

phosphated distarch phosphate (E 1413); acetylated distarch phosphate (E 1414); 

acetylated starch (E 1420); acetylated distarch adipate (E 1422); hydroxypropyl 

starch (E 1440); hydroxypropyl distarch phosphate (E 1442); starch sodium octenyl 

succinate (E 1450); acetylated oxidised starch (E 1451); starch aluminium octenyl 

succinate (E 1452), was presented to the members of the ANS Panel together with 

the main points for discussion. The ANS Panel discussed the different parts of the risk 

assessment and unanimously adopted the opinion, subject to incorporation of 

changes as suggested during the meeting. 

The full opinion will be available on the Authority’s webpage. 

6.4. Re-evaluation of celluloses: microcrystalline cellulose (460i); powdered 

cellulose (E 460ii), methyl cellulose (E 461), ethyl cellulose (E 462), 

hydroxypropyl cellulose (E 463), hydroxypropyl methyl cellulose (E 

464), ethyl methyl cellulose (E 465), sodium carboxy methyl cellulose 

(E 466), crosslinked sodium carboxy methyl cellulose (E 468), 

enzymatically hydrolysed carboxymethyl cellulose (E 469) (EFSA-Q-

2011-00545; EFSA-Q-2011-00546; EFSA-Q-2011-00547; EFSA-Q-2011-

00548; EFSA-Q-2011-00549; EFSA-Q-2011-00550; EFSA-Q-2011-00551; 

EFSA-Q-2011-00552; EFSA-Q-2011-00553; EFSA-Q-2011-00554) 

This agenda item could not be discussed due to lack of time. The draft opinion will be 

scheduled for discussion and possible adoption at a forthcoming plenary meeting. 

6.5. Re-evaluation of alginic acid and alginates (E 400-404) (EFSA-Q-2011-

00501; EFSA-Q-2011-00502; EFSA-Q-2011-00503; EFSA-Q-2011-00504; 

EFSA-Q-2011-00505) 

This agenda item could not be discussed due to lack of time. The draft opinion will be 

scheduled for discussion and possible adoption at a forthcoming plenary meeting. 

7. New Mandates 

The Secretariat informed the members of the ANS Panel that, since the last plenary 

meeting, the following self-task mandate proposed by the Panel had been accepted by 

EFSA:  

 M-2017-0113: Self-tasking mandate proposed to EFSA by the ANS Panel for 

the preparation of a statement on the approach followed for the refined 

exposure assessment as part of the safety assessment of food additives 

under re-evaluation (EFSA-Q-2017-00489) 

The Panel was of the view that, since the statement is aimed at documenting the 

approach used in the past years to perform exposure assessment, also with a view to 

use it as a reference in future scientific opinions, ideally it should be adopted by the 

Panel in its current composition, i.e. before the end of its current mandate. 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00489
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00490
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00491
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00492
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00493
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00493
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00494
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00495
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00496
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00496
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00497
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00498
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00499
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00499
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2013-00696
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00545
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00545
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00546
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00547
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00548
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00548
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00549
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00550
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00551
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00552
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00553
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00554
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00501
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00501
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00502
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00503
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00504
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00505
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00489
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The draft statement elaborated by the Working Group Exposure and tabled during the 

current meeting will therefore be adopted via written procedure ending on 30 June 2017. 

8. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/Scientific Panels, EFSA, the 

European Commission 

The European Commission informed the Panel on an upcoming mandate for the 

evaluation of a new sweetener from monk fruit.  

9. Other scientific topics for information and/or discussion 

9.1. Scientific opinion on the safety of hydroxyanthracene derivatives (EFSA-

Q-2016-00562) 

Upon request from the WG on Procedures under Article 8 of Regulation (EC) No 

1925/2006, the ANS Panel discussed the preliminary conclusions on the assessment 

of the safety of hydroxyanthracene derivatives. The draft opinion will be further 

elaborated by the WG following the recommendations from the ANS Panel.  

Moreover, the Panel was informed that, further to the launch of a public call for 

data,9 additional information has been received from interested parties. More time is 

needed to evaluate the information received and accordingly a request for extension 

of the deadline will be sent to the European Commission. 

9.2. Estimation of the exposure to the annatto colouring principles bixin and 

norbixin when used as food additives (EFSA-Q-2017-00289) 

The draft EFSA statement on the estimation of exposure to annatto colouring 

principles bixin and norbixin was presented to the members of the ANS Panel. The 

ANS Panel endorsed the statement, subject to incorporation of changes as suggested 

during the meeting. 

10. Any Other Business 

None. 

  

                                       
9 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/data/call/170410-0  

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00562
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00562
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00289
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/data/call/170410-0


 
 

 

5
 

Annex  
 

Interests and actions resulting from the screening of Annual 
Declarations of Interest (ADoI) or Specific Declarations of 

Interest (SDoI)  

 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST: In her SDoI Dr Birgit Dusemund declared the following 

interest: In June 2014, on behalf of the Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR), 

finalisation of an unpublished report on the safety evaluation of “whole Aloe arborescens 

leaves” as food supplements. This included an evaluation of hydroxyanthracene 

derivatives as the main components of this botanical. In accordance with EFSA’s Policy 

on Independence and Scientific Decision-Making Processes10 and the Decision of the 

Executive Director on Declarations of Interest11, and taking into account the specific 

matters discussed at the meeting in question, the interest above was deemed to 

represent a Conflict of Interest.  

This resulted in exclusion of the expert from any discussion, voting or other processing 

of item 9.1 by the ANS Panel.  

 

                                       
10 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
11 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf

