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Participants  

 Panel Members 

Paulien Adriaanse, Philippe Berny, Theodorus Brock, Sandro Grilli, 

Antonio Hernandez-Jerez, Michael Klein, Thomas Kuhl, Ryszard 
Laskowski, Kyriaki Machera, Colin Ockleford, Olavi Pelkonen, Silvia 

Pieper, Robert Smith, Michael Stemmer, Ivana Teodorovic (on 21 
September), Aaldrik Tiktak, Christopher Topping  

 

 Hearing Experts 1: 

Not Applicable 

 

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Not Applicable 

 

 EFSA: 

Pesticides Unit: Maria Arena, Arianna Chiusolo, Danièle Court 

Marques, Federica Crivellente, Mark Egsmose, Claudia Heppner, 
Paula Medina, Luc Mohimont, Rositsa Serafimova, Franz Streissl, 

Andrea Terron 

 

 Observers:  

Not Applicable 
 

 Others:  

Not Applicable 

                                       
1 As defined in Article 11 of the Decision of the Executive Director on Declarations of Interest: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf.  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair of the Panel, Colin Ockleford, welcomed the participants.  

Apologies were received from Sabine Duquesne, Susanne Hougaard 
Bennekou, Ingvar Sundh and Gerrit Wolterink. 

Apologies were received from Ivana Teodorovic on 22 September 2016.  

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest of Scientific Committee/Scientific 

Panel/ Members  

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-
Making Processes2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Declarations of Interest3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of 
Interest and the Specific Declarations of Interest filled in by the Scientific 

Panel Members invited for the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest 
related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during 

the screening process or at the Oral Declaration of Interest at the 
beginning of this meeting. 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 81st Open Plenary meeting 
held on 22-23 June 2016, Brussels (Belgium) 

The minutes of the 81st Open Plenary meeting held on 22-23 June 2016, 
were agreed on 25 July by written agreement procedure.4 

5. Report on the written procedures since the 81st Open Plenary 
meeting 

The case studies of the Guidance on the establishment of the residue 

definition for risk assessment were adopted by written procedure on 22 
July 2016. 

 

 

                                       
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf 
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/event/160622-m.pdf 

 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/event/160622-m.pdf
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6. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion and/or possible 
adoption 

6.1 Scientific Opinion addressing the state of the science on 
in-soil risk assessment (EFSA-Q-2011-00978) 

The Chair of the Working Group informed the Panel about the 
timeline of the forthcoming meetings. 

 
6.2 Scientific Opinion of the PPR Panel investigating 

experimental toxicological properties of plant protection 

products having a potential link to Parkinson’s disease 
and childhood leukaemia (EFSA-Q-2014-00480) 

The public consultation on the draft Scientific Opinion was 
launched by EFSA on 1st August 2016 and will close on 23 

September. The draft opinion aroused interest of the symposium 
on integration of epidemiology in the risk assessment of 

pesticides of the Eurotox 2016 congress. 

 

6.3 Scientific Opinion of the PPR Panel on the follow-up of the 
findings of the External Scientific report ‘Literature review 

on epidemiological studies linking exposure to pesticides 
and health effects’ (University of Ioannina Medical School, 

2013) (EFSA-Q-2014-00481) 

The Chair of the Working Group informed the Panel about the 

outcome of the last meeting of the Working Group which 

included a technical hearing of an expert representing the US 
Environmental Protection Agency on the effect size 

magnification. 

A new expert representing the Scientific Committee will 

contribute to the work of the Working Group. The Panel agreed 
to ask for an extension of the deadline for adoption of the 

opinion until 30 June 2017 to ensure the consultation of the 
Scientific Committee. 

 
6.4 Scientific Opinion of the PPR Panel on the state of effect 

modelling approaches for regulatory risk assessment of 
pesticides for aquatic organisms (EFSA-Q-2012-00960) 

The Secretariat informed the Panel about the progress regarding 
the establishment of the Working Group. 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00978
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2014-00480
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2014-00481
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2012-00960
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After the screening of the Annual Declarations of Interests, the 
Chair of the Panel nominated Ivana Teodorovic as Chair of the 

Working Group in place of Chris Topping. 

 

6.5 Scientific Opinion addressing the state of the science on 
risk assessment for amphibians and reptiles (EFSA-QN-

2011-00985) 

The Chair of the Working Group informed the Panel about the 

outcome of the last meetings of the Working Group. 

 
6.6 Commission request for a scientific opinion on pesticides 

in foods for infants and young children 

The Secretariat informed the Panel that EFSA received in July a 

request of the EU Commission for a Scientific Opinion on 
Scientific and technical guidance for the risk assessment of 

substances – food additives, pesticides residues, contaminants 
and substances migrating from food contact materials - present 

in food intended for infants below 16 weeks of age. This request 
will be addressed by the Scientific Committee, supported by its 

Working Group of the Scientific Committee on the risk 
assessment for infants and young children.  

This new mandate includes issues which are common to the 
earlier request of EU Commission for a scientific opinion on 

pesticides in foods for infants and young children which was 

introduced to the Panel at the plenary meeting of December 
2015. These common issues require an appropriate chronology 

and coordination between the activities of the Scientific 
Committee and the Panel. The Secretariat presented a project 

plan regarding the preparation of the Scientific Opinion of the 
Panel for discussion in view of the formal acceptance of the 

mandate. 

 

7. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/Scientific Panels, 
EFSA, the European Commission 

 
7.1 Scientific Committee and/or Scientific Panel(s) including 

their Working Groups 

The Chair informed the Panel on the outcome of the last meeting 

of the Scientific Committee which took place on 14 and 15 

September 2016 and included an update on the on-going work in 
the Pesticides Unit regarding the assessment of endocrine 

disrupting properties in EFSA conclusions. 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00985
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00985
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A public consultation on the draft guidance on the use of the 
benchmark dose approach in risk assessment was launched on 

14 July and closed on 20 September. 

A scientific opinion on the criteria to update and re-open an EFSA 

scientific assessment was discussed but not yet adopted by the 
Scientific Committee. 

The secretariat informed the Panel on the status of the case 
study related to risks to the consumers associated with the 

application to modify existing pesticide maximum residue levels 

carried out by the Pesticides Unit of the draft guidance of the 
Scientific Committee on uncertainty in EFSA scientific 

assessment, and outlined the future involvement of the Panel. 

 

7.2 EFSA including its Working Groups /Task Forces 

The Secretariat updated the Panel about the activities of the 

Pesticides unit with respect to: 

 The EU Commission request to assess new scientific studies 

on dermal absorption submitted to EFSA and, if appropriate, 
to revise the guidance document on dermal absorption; 

 The EFSA Info session on the Guidance of the Panel on the 
residue definition for dietary risk assessment, taking place on 

26 and 27 September 2016; 

 The OECD/EFSA Workshop on Developmental Neurotoxicity 

(DNT) and the use of non-animal test methods for regulatory 

purposes taking place on 18 and 19 October 2016; 

 The EFSA conference ‘Environmental risk assessment of 

pesticides: 25 years of scientific advancements since the 
adoption of Directive 91/414/EEC’ taking place on 15 and 16 

November 2016; 

 The call for tender for an ‘Evaluation of the applicability of 

existing (Q)SAR models for predicting the genotoxicity of 
pesticides and similarity analysis related with genotoxicity of 

pesticides for facilitating of grouping and read across’, 
launched on 30 June and closed on 9 September 2016; 

 The public consultation on the draft EFSA Guidance Document 
for predicting environmental concentrations of active 

substances of plant protection products and transformation 
products of these active substances in soil, which took place 

from 15 July to 15 September 2016; 

 The Implementation of cumulative risk assessment of 
pesticide residues; 
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 The call for proposals regarding the development of a 
database of processing techniques and processing factors 

applicable to pesticide residues and compatible with the EFSA 
food classification and description system FoodEx2, launched  

on 6 September and open until 7 November 2016. 

 

8. Other scientific topics for information and/or discussion  

 

8.1 Guidance on tiered risk assessment for plant protection 

products for aquatic organisms in edge-of-field surface water 
(corrigendum). 

The Pesticide Steering Network (PSN) has been tasked by EFSA to 
prepare a proposal for a Corrigendum of the Guidance on tiered risk 

assessment for plant protection products for aquatic organisms in 
edge-of-field surface water which takes into account the 

observations collected in the ESFA technical report ‘Outcome of the 
pesticides peer review meeting on general recurring issues in 

ecotoxicology’ published on 18 December 2015.  

A dedicated meeting of the PSN was organised on 14 and 15 

September 2016 with experts in aquatic ecotoxicology nominated by 
the organisations members of the Network. 2 Members of the Panel 

were invited to the meeting to provide technical support and 
information to the PSN. 

A proposal for the corrigendum will be submitted to the Panel at one 

of the forthcoming plenary meetings. 

 

8.2 Exchange of views on the grants and procurements 
programme in the area of the risk assessment of plant 

protection products. 

The secretariat presented a number of items under consideration for 

outsourcing which take into consideration the recommendations of 
the Panel on future activities supporting the risk assessment of 

plant protection products, as reported in the annex to the minutes 
of the 75th plenary meeting and further discussed during 

subsequent meetings.   

Additional ideas were shared by the members of the Panel, in 

particular regarding the mapping of residential exposure with 
techniques inspired from the environmental exposure mapping.  

A revised version of the above recommendations of the Panel will be 

prepared in order to include these ideas. 
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9. Any other business 

The following was brought to the attention of the PPR Panel: 

 The dates of the plenary meetings of the Panel in 2017 have 
been established as follows: 25(PM)-26(AM) January, 22(PM)-

23(AM) March, 17(PM)-18(AM) May, 5(PM)-6(AM) July, 20(PM)-
21(AM) September, 22(PM)-23(AM) November. 

 A meeting of the EFSA Advisory Forum will take place on 28 and 
29 September 2016 and will include a presentation of the 

activities of the Pesticides Unit, PPR panel, Pesticides Steering 

Network and Network on Pesticide Monitoring. 

 A brief feedback from the open plenary meeting which took place 

in June was given by the Secretariat. 


