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CONCEPT NOTE 

Workshop on strengthening regional cooperation in South East 
Europe and Middle East for prevention and control of Lumpy Skin 

Disease (LSD) 

11-12 May, 
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Background and rationale 

Due to recent and important spread of LSD throughout the Middle East and Europe, in 2015 the 
European Commission asked EFSA to issue a scientific opinion on LSD, which provides an update 
on the knowledge of the disease, an assessment of the risk of introduction and spread into the EU, 

its impact and whether further measures are justified. 

Shortly before the publication of the EFSA opinion of lumpy skin disease, the disease had already 

been reported in Cyprus and a few months later in Greece, where the outbreak is still on-going 
(last outbreaks reported in December 2015). Due to this alarming situation the Bulgarian Food 
Safety Agency (BFSA) addressed EFSA by expressing their concern about the spread of LSD from 
Turkey into EU and about their interest in a regional cooperation project together with other 
countries and with the support of EFSA aiming at increasing the preparedness for the LSD control. 

Upon this request EFSA and EC (DG SANTE) proposed to hold a preliminary workshop with the 
interested parties with the aim of reviewing the latest information available for LSD in the area, 

increasing the awareness about the epidemiological situation and establishing synergies at regional 
level for the improvement of LSD surveillance, prevention and control.  

More recently (April 2016) for the first time, the confirmation of Lumpy Skin Disease outbreak 

was reported in Bulgaria. 

 

Expected outputs 

The expected outputs of this workshop will be: 

 to update and exchange information on LSD epidemiology in the different regions 
concerned;  

 to highlight the country specific needs in order to increase the preparedness for LSD control; 

 to share best practices; 

 to promote coordinated actions at regional level ensuring coherence and synergies; 

 to encourage cooperation; 

 to optimise use of resources; 

 to prepare a list of shared recommendations for the LSD prevention and control, with an 
indication of the recommendations to be considered valid for the prevention and control of 
other transboundary diseases, in order to allow for a systematic  approach. This will be 
part of a report that will be shared and endorsed by the participants; 



 to identify the most suitable instruments and/or funding bodies in order to satisfy  the 
identified needs. 

Preparation of the workshop 

The representatives from European and other Mediterranean countries for which LSD is of 

particular concern will be invited to the workshop, in order to provide an update about the current 
situation regarding LSD in each affected country, the relevant laboratory and epidemiological (e.g. 
mapping ) expertise and capacities and identify needs.  EFSA will collect information in advance 
from the representatives attending the workshop addressing the following topics: 

i) For countries that are currently or previously affected by LSD, the possible pathways of 
introduction of LSD into the country, the lessons learnt about the choice and the 
implementation of control measures, their effectiveness, the feasibility and the main 

limitations in their implementation, in particular regarding culling, animal movement 
restrictions, zoning, biosecurity measures, vaccines and vaccination;  

ii) For countries never affected by LSD, the level of preparedness for prevention, the kind of 
surveillance system and preventive measures in place both for trans-boundary 
diseases in general and  LSD in particular (if any) , with a focus on the control of both 
legal and illegal animal movements, and the main gaps and limitations in the 

implementation; 

iii) the type of expertise, the level of capacity present in each country and the main gaps 
and limitations concerning:  

a. the capacity for outbreak detection and control, including brief explanation of the 
veterinary service structure and coverage over the territory; 

b. the laboratory capacity and skills, including the number of laboratories, the 
amount and kind of employees, the type of tests available for LSD, the amount of 

samples processed for LSD or, if never affected, a brief account of the samples 
examined for other transboundary diseases that are  relevant to the country's 

livestock and the local epidemiological situation; 

iv) the current needs in each of the above mentioned areas in order to increase the 
preparedness for LSD prevention and control.  

EFSA will circulate in due time a format for the collection of this information, that should be dully 
filled and returned to EFSA at least two weeks before the workshop. 

The representatives (1-2 per country) attending the workshop should be nominated by the 
National Competent Authority of each country according to their involvement in the prevention and 
control of animal infectious disease, including LSD, and to their skills in epidemiology and risk 
assessment.  They should be selected from the veterinary services, ideally one of them being the 
CVO or the Director for Animal Health and the second one from the animal health central 
competent authorities involved in LSD measures (control, prevention etc.) or risk assessment 

institutions or, if no risk assessment institution is present in the country from other relevant 

institutions (national laboratories, university etc.).  The presence of the country's CVO or Animal 
Health Director would be very much desirable, particularly on the second day of the workshop, 
when discussions are envisaged to focus on regional coordination for LSD prevention and control.  
The nomination process of the representatives that will be communicated to EFSA by the national 
competent authorities will be taken care by AFSCO Unit of EFSA. 

Participants invited to the workshop: 

- Representatives from European and other Mediterranean countries where LSD is of 
particular concern: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Greece, Israel, 
Jordan, Kosovo*, Lebanon, Montenegro, Serbia, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, the Russian Federation and Turkey 

- Representatives from EFSA, EC, OIE Reference Laboratory on capripoxviruses, REMESA 
secretariat 

A detailed agenda of the workshop will be drafted and circulated in due time. 

 

Background information on the situation of LSD epidemics in Europe and Middle East 



 
 

* This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the 
ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of Independence. 
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Lumpy skin disease (LSD) is a viral disease of cattle characterised by severe losses, especially in 
naive animals. LSD not only causes substantial economic losses in terms of dairy, meat and skin 
production, but also leads to restrictions in trade in live animals and animal products. LSD can be 

transmitted by mechanical insect vectors, but direct (animal-to-animal) and indirect transmission  

(through virus-contaminated fomites) also occur. The disease would mainly be transferred to 
virus-free areas by transport of infected animals and vectors. 

Traditionally a disease of sub-Saharan Africa, it experienced a surge in the 1980s and began 
moving northward infecting northern Africa. In 1988 it emerged in Egypt. Since 2012, LSD has 
been spreading on an unusually large scale throughout Middle Eastern countries, including Israel, 
Lebanon, Syria and Turkey. The outbreaks that have occurred in Turkey most likely originated 

from the introduction of LSD from Syria, thus suggesting that political unrest may facilitate the 
disease spreading. Most recently it was reported from Bulgaria, Azerbaijan, Russian Federation, 
South Ossetia and also in the EU in Cyprus and in Greece where the outbreak is still on-going.  

 

 


