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Art. 27 of Founding Regulation 

ROLE OF THE ADVISORY FORUM (AF) 

 „AF shall advise Executive Director in the performance of 
his duties (…)“ 

 „AF shall constitute a mechanism for exchange of 
information on potential risks and pooling of knowledge.“ 

 „AF shall ensure close cooperation between EFSA and the 
competent bodies in the MS (…).“ 

 Avoid duplication work (Art 32, scientific studies) 

 Diverging scientific opinions (Art 30) 

 Promoting European networking organisations (Art 36) 

 Emerging risks 
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 2006: AF signed Declaration of Intent & MB endorsed 
Strategy for Cooperation and Networking 

 2007: establishment of FP network - FP Agreements 
signed, list of tasks defined, financial support (€785K) 

Main objective: strengthen cooperation and networking 
between EFSA and MS 

 2013-2014: objectives of FP network reviewed 

 2015: new FP Agreements implemented, revised list of 
tasks and 30% increased budget (€1M) 

BACKGROUND OF FOCAL POINT NETWORK 
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 Exchange scientific information to enhance cooperation 
and avoid duplication of work 

 Promote networking of Art. 36 organisations &  
roster of scientific experts 

 Contribute to visibility of EFSA’s role in EU food safety 

 Promote training opportunities in RA 

 Coordinate information flow of EFSA’s Scientific 
Networks with AF members 

 Share information on international cooperation 
activities 

 

OVERVIEW OF MAIN FOCAL POINT TASKS 
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Opening Comments – FR 

SCIENTIFIC NETWORKS – INFORMATION FLOW 
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• Designation of SN rep. 

• Preparation of AF meetings 

• Presentations  

• Feedback from AF meetings 

•One annual meeting with SN 
rep 

 

AF member 

• AF and FP meeting agenda & themes 

• Presentations  

• Feedback from AF & FP meetings 

• One annual meeting with SN rep 

• Transfer of info from other SN 

FP 
• Changes in rep.  
• Feedback from SN 

meetings 

• Table of interest in 

info from other SN 

• Annual meeting 
 

SN rep. 

Brochure on 
French 

cooperation 
with EFSA 

Guidelines for 
information 

flow 

Table of 
interest for 

SN rep 

Annual 
meeting 

Questionnaire: 
feedback from 

their 
participation 
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Broad distribution of responsibilities in MS 

Fully transparent processes? 

Commitment for the networks 

Optimised information flow? 

Reporting obligations? 

Access to all networks in the DMS? 

 

     Added value for EFSA and the MS? 

Opening Comments –DE 
 

IMPORTANCE OF EFSA’S SCIENTIFIC NETWORKS 
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 RA of Nanotechnologies 

Microbiological Risk 

Assessment (MRA)  

Emerging Risks Exchange (EREN) 

Food Ingredients and Packaging 

Zoonoses Data Collection  

         RA of GMOs               

(Environmental RA) 

RA in Plant Health  

RA in Animal Health and Welfare   

BSE/TSE  

Food Consumption Data  

 RA of GMOs (Food and Feed) 

Chemical Occurrence Data  

Pesticide Steering Committee  

Pesticide Monitoring   
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Opening Comments – UK 

COLLABORATION BETWEEN AF AND FP MEMBERS 

 Good collaboration fundamental to trying to maximise 
effectiveness of UK engagement with EFSA/MS 

 Organisational co-location of AF/FP (and AFCWG) very 
helpful  

 Overall objective: - coordination of national input to 
underpin effective cooperation 

 To identify possible topics for agenda and preparation of 
materials to inform/stimulate discussion 

 Networking with other UK organisations operating in EFSA 
remit area - preparing briefing to maximise contribution to 
agenda items 
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Opening Comments – UK 

COLLABORATION BETWEEN AF AND FP MEMBERS 

 Contribution: -  

 „making it happen“ – before and after.  

 AF strategy, FP delivery. 

 To ensure momentum in discussing and developing 
progress on key topics 

 Building a shared agenda/networking – find 
synergies, avoid unnecessary duplication – better 
use of resources, more harmonised approaches 

 Recent example – foodborne viruses 
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Opening Comments – NO - AF 

REPORTING ON FORTHCOMING RA ACTIVITIES 

 Actively use the reporting on forthcoming 
RA activities will: 

 Reduce risk of duplication of work 

 Identify possible areas of cooperation on a 
geographical level – Enhancing interest and 
recruitment of experts to EFSA 

 Structured input to handle eventual diverging 
scientific opinions in accordance with art. 30. 

 Enhance information flow between AF and FP 
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Opening Comments – NO - FP 

REPORTING ON FORTHCOMING RA ACTIVITIES 

 Identification through national network 

 Project Management Approach. 2 EFSA 
checkpoints in RA Project Guidelines: 

 Has anything been done before? 

 Is something similar being done now? 

 Results: 

 Enhancing networking on a national level 

 contribute to optimising the use of resources 
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African Swine Fever (ASF) in Baltic states (EE, LV, LT) and Poland 

TOPICAL APPROACH TO COOPERATION  

 Project on harmonisation of the collection of epidemiological data 
on ASF in Baltic countries and Poland 

 Experience, needs and expectations of most affected MS 

 Identified needs to improve the knowledge on: 

 The role of wild boar in the spread and persistence of ASF virus in a 
region 

 Harmonisation of data collection; 

 Development of scientifically risk-based ASF eradication measures etc. 

 Activities: 

 Setting-up group of regional experts, incl. EFSA, EURL experts; 

 Regional seminar, incl. EFSA, CVO’s, NRL’s, EURL, epidemiologists etc. 
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African Swine Fever (ASF) in Baltic states (EE, LV, LT) and Poland 
 

TOPICAL APPROACH TO COOPERATION  

 Collaboration should enable a harmonised data collection 
facilitating a regular update of the epidemiological analysis of 
ASF in wild boar and domestic pigs in the affected MS to: 

 provide a descriptive epidemiological analysis, incl. a spatio-
temporal analysis; 

 carry out a molecular epidemiological analysis; 

 assess the possible risk factors for transmission of ASFV; 

 Assess the risk of endemicity in the affected wild boar population. 

 Expected deliverables: 

 Harmonised database; 

 Improved knowledge on ASF epidemiology in the region and better 
approaches in data management and analysis.  
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