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Scientific Cooperation 
Roadmap- the journey 
so far 



• Building risk assessment community 

• Data collection and data sharing 

• Strengthen (inter-) national networking 

• Share workload among partners 

• Efficient use of scientific expertise in MS 

• Avoid duplication of work and divergent views 

• Establish EU risk assessment agenda on shared priorities 

Scientific capacity building and intelligent use of resources 

• Joint work programmes with international partners 

• Support EU in international commitments 

• Harmonize risk assessment approaches 

• Coherence in risk communication 

Coherent international voice 

ROADMAP’S OBJECTIVES 
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Includes specific actions to move towards 

common risk assessment agenda 

Roadmap at mid-term 

MB informed about the progress made 

EFSA’s  Strategy 2020 

SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION ROADMAP 2014-2016 

June 2014 
 

Discussion with EFSA’s MB 

September 2014 
 

Scientific Cooperation Roadmap 2014 – 
2016  

validated with EFSA’s AF 
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PROGRESS OVERVIEW 

Twinning 
Projects  

New outsourcing 
tools (e.g. 

thematic grants) 

Operation 
of Advisory 

Forum 
Sharing expertise 
(Staff exchange 
and host PhD)  

Training opportunities 
(BTSF, Fellowship 

Programme) 

ED visits  

EU RA Agenda 
(Delphi study)   

Sharing 
work 

programmes 

Strengthen 
national 

networking and 
role of FP 

International 
Scientific 

Cooperation  

Interagency 
Cooperation  
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THEMATIC GRANTS 

Sept 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call for Proposals Launch 
Theme: New approaches in 

identifying and characterizing 
microbiological and chemical hazards 

2
0

1
4

 

Oct Nov Dec 

2
0

1
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Apr May Jun July 

Deadline 

2
0

1
5

 
2

0
1

6
 

6 proposals received 

Involving 36 organisations from 17 countries 

• stimulate innovative proposals by MS organisations  
• useful to implement joint activities (also under EU 

Risk assessment agenda) 

Jan Feb Mar 

New Call  
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ED VISITS 

 
3 years 

 
 
 

All EU MS 
 

Joint projects 
agreed 

Foodborne 
viruses  

Ciguatoxin 

Food  
Chain lab  

Crisis preparedness 
African Swine Fever 
            

Bee health  

MS take the lead on 
priority topics with EFSA 

support, often in 
cooperation with other MS 

        + all 
Mediterranean         
       MS 
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EU RISK ASSESSMENT AGENDA (RAA) 

Delphi 
study 

ongoing  

• agree on common priorities involving the EFSA AF and around 
150 experts across the EU Member States  

AF  

end 2015 

• Delphi findings on AF meeting in December 2015 as a basis for 
the first EU RAA 

EU RAA 
• key tool for collaboration on priority subjects 

Clustering 

• cooperation on priority topics by different MS - improved use of 
EU capacities and preventing doubling of work 

 where priorities are defined and attained collaboratively, Member 
States together with EFSA 
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OPERATION OF THE ADVISORY FORUM 

Role of AF members 

 to coordinate networking 

with competent bodies at 

the national level 

1 

Specific needs 

and expectations of MS 

  

2 

Steering EU RA Agenda 

priorities and cluster 

approaches 

3 

Survey on 
the role and 
expectations 

of AF 
members 

Break-out 
discussions 
at 56th AF 

Report 
expected by 

October 2015 

In-depth 
telephone 

interviews by 
an external 
contractor 

2
0

1
4

 

2
0

1
5

 

Oct Dec 

REVIEW 

Jun  Jul  

Strengthen AF 
strategic role 

in 
implementing 

EU RAA 
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TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Guest 
scientist and 

staff 
exchange 

programme 

Advanced RA 
courses 

RA courses 
(BTSF) 

 

Graduate and 
post-graduate 

training 
opportunities 

on RA 

RA courses 
(summer 
courses) 

Mentoring and 

regional  

training 

opportunities 

Basic RA 

training 

32 courses     

2014-2018 

8 RA areas, 800 

national experts 

Environmental RA, 

Uncertainty and variability, 

BMD modelling, EKE , 

Systematic reviews 

ENP conference , regional 

trainings, country visits , 

workshops 

Q-Safe programme in 

Malta , ‘intensive school’ 

(Parma Uni) 

EFSA’s 2nd Scientific 

Conference present and 

stimulate training activities 

‘Introduction to Food 

Safety and RA’,          

E-training , ENP 

workshops 
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INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION  2014 - 2015 

2 

21 

10 

11 

5 

co-operation agreements with international organisations and 
third countries  

Support to the EC at CODEX 
meetings  

delegation visits to EFSA by 11 countries  

meetings and workshops with international 
partners 

memberships to international groups 

Supporting EU in its international commitments  

5 
Contributions to JECFA calls for data or experts 



European and 
Mediterranean Plant 
Protection 
Organization (EPPO) 
 
 
Organisation 
for Economic 
Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) 
 
 
World Organisation 
for Animal Health 
(OIE)  

World Health 
Organization (WHO) 

Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) 

Chilean Agency for 
Food Safety and 
Quality (ACHIPIA) 

Argentinian National 
Administration of 
Drugs, Foods and 
Medical Devices 
(ANMAT) 

Brazilian Health 
Surveillance 
Agency (ANVISA) 

Council of 
Agriculture  
 
 
Taiwan Food and 
Drug Administration 
(TFDA) 

African Union 

Saudi Food and 
Drug Authority 
 
Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) 
 

Association of 
Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN)  
 
Indonesian Ministry 
of Trade 
 
 

Food Safety and 
Standards Authority 
of India (FSSAI) 

China Food and 
Drug Administration 
 
Food and Environmental 
Hygiene Department of 
Hong Kong 
 
China National Centre for 
Food Safety Risk 
Assessment (CFSA) 
 
Chinese Academy 
of Inspection and 
Quarantine (CAIQ) 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION  

12 

experienced risk 
assessment 

bodies 

15 
 new/third 
countries  

5 
international 
organisations 


