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Introduction

After discussion with EFSA’s Management Board (MB) in June 2014, the Scientific
Cooperation Roadmap 2014 - 2016 was validated with EFSA’s Advisory Forum (AF) in
September 2014. The Roadmap sets forth specific actions which support the shared
vision to move beyond a focus on operational tools towards the building of a common
Risk Assessment Agenda, where priorities are defined and attained collaboratively,
Member States in partnership with EFSA. As the Roadmap is currently at mid-term, this
document aims to inform the MB about progress made to date and provide a platform for
discussion to enhance progress or adapt directions.

For ease of reference, this Mid-Term report summarises information in a tabular format
in Annex, reporting on all the actions anticipated in the Roadmap. Further detail is
available in the Scientific Cooperation Annual Report 20142, including an overview of the
EFSA Partners in EU Member States (MS), Iceland and Norway (Annex A) and a Scientific
Cooperation Toolbox (Annex B). Highlights of progress made is summarised below in
bullet points.

EU cooperation and EU risk assessment agenda

e Together with Member States, EFSA is carrying out many scientific cooperation
initiatives, building on solid working relations established in previous years.

¢ The implementation of the actions identified in the Roadmap is progressing in line
with planned timelines, with only the exception of the Twinning projects which
will be delayed, leaving room for the start-up of a large Fellowship Programme.
While work programme sharing is improving, confidentiality issues are still cited
by some MS as an obstacle.

e To further strengthen partnerships, the Executive Director initiated visits to all EU
Member States (over a 3 year period). During these visits joint projects are
agreed that allow for MS to take the lead on one or more priority topics with the
support of EFSA, often in cooperation with other MS.

e New training opportunities are materialising, most notably the risk assessment
courses under the Commissions Better Training for Safer Food programme which
offer training to 800 national experts, and a new Fellowship programme with
national food agencies to attract young scientists to the area of risk assessment.

! Scientific Cooperation Roadmap 2014 - 2016. Available at:
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/corporate/pub/scientificcooperationroadmap1416
2 Scientific Cooperation Annual Report 2014. Available at: http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/788e
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The EU Risk Assessment Agenda is on track to becoming an important tool for
enhancing cooperation on priority subjects. A Delphi study is on-going to agree
on common priorities. The outcome of this study will be ready for the AF meeting
in December and form the basis for the first EU RA Agenda.

Additional financial instruments now support sharing workloads and outsourcing.
The newly established grant schemes, such as the thematic grants and the
framework partnership agreements, have proven to stimulate innovative
proposals by Member State organisations; they will be useful to implement joint
activities on priorities identified under the EU risk assessment agenda.

The AF operations have been reviewed through an on-line survey followed by in-
depth interviews and breakout sessions at AF meetings. Recommendations from
this review will be implemented to strengthen the strategic role of the AF in
steering the EU risk assessment Agenda.

ational Scientific Cooperation and Interagency Cooperation

The establishment of EFSA’s multi-annual programme on international
cooperation has given scientific cooperation a broader, global perspective. An
important gain resulting from the programme is improved integration of EFSA’s
cooperation activities with partners in and outside the European Union.

Good working relations have been established with experienced risk assessment
bodies in third countries and international organisations such as WHO, FAO, OIE
and OECD. Further consideration should be given to global food research and
innovation and whether EFSA should also foster more strategic cooperation with
organisations worldwide (in consultation with the European Commission and its
Institutions as well as EU MS).

There is an increasing interest and recognition of EFSA’s work at an international
level. EFSA liaises closely with Commission services on international activities,
providing scientific and technical support to the EU delegation at CODEX
meetings, and increasingly involving MS in its international activities.

EFSA has taken an active role in coordinating networks with other Agencies, such
as the EU Agencies Network on Scientific Advice (EU-ANSA) and the EU Agencies
Network on Pre-Accession and ENP Programmes.

EFSA has established work programmes with EU agencies and the JRC on cross-
cutting subjects of international relevance, such as multiple hazards, antimicrobial
resistance, whole genome sequencing and endocrine active substances.

EFSA is actively participating in international liaison groups with a high
commitment of regulatory food safety agencies worldwide, to exchange
information and knowledge about emerging issues in chemical and microbiological
food safety.

Outlook

Scientific cooperation will be an integral part of EFSA’s Strategy 2020, and the
Strategy is expected to provide for a longer time-perspective and strategic home
for scientific cooperation, building further on activities initiated under the
Roadmap.
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The Strategy indicates that MS and EFSA will agree and implement a common EU
RA Agenda, one that will improve the use of Europe-wide capacities, the efficient
spending of limited resources and lead to more coherent communications. The
common agenda will also play an important role in preventing doubling of work
and help influence MS priorities and research programmes.

Adoption of the EU RA Agenda will provide a new modus operandi for the AF to
agree on common priorities for cooperation with other MS. Identified priorities will
be followed up by joint projects potentially supported by Grants from EFSA or
resources identified through other (inter-)national funding schemes. AF members
will be asked to indicate to which priority topics they dedicate own expertise
and/or find additional (inter-)national resources.

EFSA will continue to prioritise multi-lateral cooperation and increasingly liaise
with EU, MS and International agencies, aiming to be an international hub that
promotes harmonisation of methodologies and tools and development of
guidance.

Important progress in stimulating the coherence with the EU and international
partners in risk communications is expected through the creation of an
international platform on risk communication to be discussed at the Global Round
Table in October.

EFSA will also continue to advise international partners on the establishment of
regional risk assessment structures in other regions of the world such as in
South-East Asia (ASEAN), Africa, the Gulf Countries, South and Latin-America.
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Annex

Tabular report on progress made on actions in the Scientific Cooperation
Roadmap 2014 - 2016

Legend: Colours of the table cells indicate the degree of accomplishment of the specific actions defined by the
Roadmap

Accomplishment
Good progress
Not yet started or delayed

1. EU Cooperation (actions in chapter 7 of Roadmap: Scientific capacity building
and intelligent use of resources)

Joint projects

m

Joint e Launch thematic grants. 2015 Pilot Thematic Grant: Launched Call for
projects Proposals with deadline end of April
2015. 6 proposals were received,
involving a total of 36 (Article 36)
organisations from 17 MS. Following the
high interest, a new Call is being
prepared for 2016, likely covering more
than one theme.
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Sharing work programmes

m

Sharing
work
programmes

e Standing agenda item on  On-going FPs are requested to update the table on

AF and FP meetings for forthcoming RA activities, with input
update on unplanned from other Article 36 organisations
risk assessment before each FP meeting - one month
activities. before each AF meeting. Unplanned RA

activities can be reported at each FP
meeting under the respective standing
Agenda Item.

The updated table is shared at EFSA
level with the relevant scientific Units for
information and comments.

The complete table and comments, plus
an extract of the EFSA mandates for the
quarter is then shared and discussed at
each AF meeting.

e Synchronise FP with AF On-going The synchronization of AF and FP
meetings, organising 4 meetings (both meetings now quarterly)
meetings per year. has been implemented as of beginning

2015 and proven to be of added value to
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both networks.

e Extend public
consultation to 8 weeks,
whenever possible.

On-going

Now standard practise.

Life-cycle of
opinions

Operation of Advisory Forum

Target

Actions

Timeline

Progress

Harmonisati
on of risk
assessment
methodologi
es
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e Review mandate 2014 The Scientific Network on the
Scientific Network on the harmonisation of risk assessment
harmonisation of risk methodologies has completed its
assessment mandate, and a new approach was
methodologies. agreed with the AF to replace the current

network with a series of consultations
with MS during the whole cycle of
horizontal guidance preparation.

Operation of
the AF

Strengthen national networking and role of Focal Points

m

Better
national
networking
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Expand role e Strengthen formal and 2015
Focal Points financial framework FPs

e Agree on new tasks for 2015
FPs

e Revise FP Gra.nt . 2015
Agreements, including
new tasks

Sharing expertise

Following a review of 5 years of
operation of the FP network - which
included consultations with the European
Commission - it was concluded that the
FP network has its formal framework
under Art. 36 of EFSA’s Founding
Regulation and that, consequently,
increased financial support is provided to
FPs through Grant Agreements.

In addition to current task, as of 2015
FPs started to: promote RA training
initiatives; coordinate the information
flow between AF members and EFSA
network representatives; and assist
EFSA and AF members in sharing
information on international scientific
cooperation RA activities.

New Focal Point Agreements have been
implemented with all MS, as well as with
Norway and Iceland. These are low-
value Lump Sum Grant Agreements valid
for 1 year and renewable up to three
times. The full list of FP tasks has been
laid down on the new FP Agreements.

m

Sharing
expertise
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Training opportunities

Target Actions Timeline | Progress

Training
opportuniti
es
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2. International Scientific Cooperation (actions in chapter 10 of

Roadmap)

_

EFSA is providing scientific and technical
support to the EU delegations
participating in meetings of the Codex
Alimentarius and its Committees. This
includes a.o.:

=l gs =00 Provision of scientific and
in its technical contributions to
1iii=ip=dle: | the EU in Codex related

al activities, on request of the

commitme Commission:

nts

e Preparation of
supporting documents
for EU delegations

e Responding to calls for
data from
JECFA/IJMPR/JEMRA

Following

annual
and ad-
hoc
requests
from DG
SANCO

Submission of data to calls for data
issued by the FAO, WHO or CODEX
Secretariat for meetings of the Joint
FAO/WHO Expert Committees JECFA,
JEMRA and JMPR, as well as
meetings of CODEX Committees
(e.g. CCCF, CCPR, CCNFSDU).

Participation in CODEX meetings
(e.g. CCPR, CCNFSDU).

Provision of scientific reports to be
discussed at EC/SANTE’s meetings
with Member States on matters to be
discussed at CODEX meetings.

11
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a)
optimising
use of risk
assessmen
t capacity

b)
developme
nt and
harmonisat
ion of risk
assessmen
t
methodolo
gies and
approaches
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c)
strengthen
ing the
scientific
evidence
base

Coherence
with EU
and
internation
al partners
in risk
communica
tion




**
S .3
*
-

efsam

European Food Safety Authority

3. Interagency Cooperation (actions in chapter 11 of Roadmap)

e Regular collaboration with
ECDC in the area of e.g.
EU Summary Reports,
foodborne outbreaks,
emerging hazards,
molecular typing, crisis
preparedness

Development of a
common platform to
address emerging issues
at the animal human
interface (spec. non food-
borne zoonoses including
vector-borne diseases)

Cooperation at WG level in
reply to DG SANCO
mandates in providing
human data for Microbial
Risk Assessment on food
borne zoonoses, meat
inspection and
antimicrobial resistance

Joint EFSA-ECDC
framework contract for a
database on vectors and
vector borne diseases

Joint projects on collection
of chemical hazard data:
physical meetings/video-
/teleconferences to
discuss e.g. chemical
hazard database,
harmonised templates
(OECD, IUCLID, eChem),
ontology, OECD QSAR
toolbox, read-across, risk
ranking/prioritisation of
chemicals

Harmonisation of RA
guidance:
videoconferences on

On-going

On-going

I e T

In June 2015, ECDC's Chief Scientist,
visited EFSA and discussed EFSA/ECDC
collaboration and joint report production
on foodborne disease, zoonoses and
antimicrobial resistance; the Joint
ECDC/EFSA SOP on rapid risk
assessments; the molecular surveillance
(joint database initiative); the
Collaboration on non-foodborne zoonotic
infections and the identification of
emerging risks

EFSA is working on a project on the
molecular typing data collection where
ECDC and the EU Reference Laboratories
will partner.

Regular exchanges in areas of common
interest, e.qg.

e In January 2015, EFSA participated as
observer to ECHA committee for Risk
Assessment Members’ Consultation on
Annex XV restriction proposal for
Bisphenol A in thermal paper, in
Helsinki.

e In May, regular EFSA-ECHA
videoconference discussed the
exchange of information and increased
collaboration in the field of
Nanomaterial safety. ECHA
participated in EFSA network on

14
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subjects of mutual e.g.
EDs, chemical mixtures,
environmental risk

values and assessment
factors

e Assessment of Regulated
Substances (e.g.
identifying substances of
very high concern;
confidentiality issues;
alignment of RA
procedures)

e Other topics: alternative
testing, nanotechnologies

e Exchange of work
programmes with the
Secretariat of the EC
Scientific Committees

SC|ent|f|c
Committee
s (SCCs,
SCHER,
SCENIHR)

e Assessment of Regulated
Substances with food and
non-food applications

e General Risk Assessment
approaches (e.g.
environmental RA, use of

assessment, use of default

_

N e T

nanotechnology on July 2015.

e In June 2015, EFSA had a
teleconference with ECHA about the
latest developments on EFSA’s Open
Data project.

e In June 2015, the Secretariat of the
Scientific Committees of DG SANTE
visited EFSA and exchanged
information on work programme of the
Scientific Committee/Emerging risks
and non-food Committees ongoing
activities. EFSA provided update of the
work programme of the WGs on
Weight of Evidence, Uncertainty in Risk
Assessment, Benchmark Dose and
Biological Relevance. EFSA updated on
current scientific cooperation and

On-going

15
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default values and communication activities.
assessment factors,

planned activities aimed

at developing RA

guidance);

¢ Identification of emerging
Risks (methodology,
communication,
interaction with EFSA’s
activity)

Specific topics: alternative
testing, nanotechnologies;
chemical mixtures, risk
ranking

EU e To enhance the efficiency On-going e EFSA is chairing the EU ANSA network.

- and effectiveness with .
Agencies SR 0 e povtien o e In June 2015, the network meeting

Network scientific advice took place in Brussels a_nd EU ANSA
on members exchanged with European
Scientific e To coordinate towards a Commission (EC) and EU Parliament
Advice more structured dialogue (EP) Research Services in areas of

with EU regulators, risk mutual interest: Open data; the new
managers and decision mechanism for independent scientific
makers/takers advice in the EC; the role of JRC

Scientific Committee, the scientific
foresight. ANSA ongoing work is on
horizon scanning, open data, peer
review, uncertainty and networking to
address research needs.

e To act as a high-level
forum for the provision of
scientific advice

e The 1% edition of the overview of the
scientific processes of the EU ANSA
network was published.

EU
Agencies
Network
on Pre-
Accession
and ENP
Programm
es

16
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ABBREVIATIONS

AF Advisory Forum, EFSA

AFCWG Advisory Forum Working Group on Communications

AFSCO Advisory Forum and Scientific Cooperation Unit, EFSA

AMR Antimicrobial Resistance

Art. 36 Article 36 of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of the European
Parliament and of the Council (i.e. EFSA’s Founding Regulation)

ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations

SOP Standard operating procedure

BfR Federal Institute for Risk Assessment, Germany

BIOHAZ Biological Hazards Panel, EFSA

BTSF Better Training for Safer Food programme, EC

CCCF Codex Committee on Contaminants in Foods

CCPR Codex Committee on Pesticides Residues

CCNFSDU Codex Committee on on Nutrition and Foods for Special Dietary

Codex Uses
Codex Alimentarius

CVMP Committee for Medicinal Products for Veterinary Use, EMA

DG AGRI EC Directorate General for Agriculture and Rural Development

DG CONNECT EC Directorate General for Communications Networks, Content &
Technology

DG DEVCO EC Directorate General for Development and Cooperation -
EuropeAid

DG NEAR EC Directorate General for Neighbourhood and Enlargement
Negotiations

DG RTD EC Directorate General for Research and Innovation

DG SANCO EC Directorate General for Health and Consumers

DG SANTE EC Directorate General for Health and Food Safety

EC European Commission

ECDC European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control

ECHA European Chemical Agency

eChem eChemPortal, OECD

EEA European Environment Agency

EEAS European External Action Service

EFSA European Food Safety Authority

EKE expert knowledge elicitation

18
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EMA European Medicines Agency

ENP European Neighbourhood Policy

ENPI European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument

EP EU Parliament

EU European Union

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

FP, FPs Focal Point(s), EFSA

FTE Full Time Equivalent

G&P projects scientific grant and procurement projects

GMO Genetically Modified Organism

GSRS15 Global Summit on Regulatory Science 2015

IEP Information Exchange Platform, EFSA

IESTI International Estimate of Short-Term Intake

IPPC/EPPO International Plant Protection Convention / Regional Plant
Protection Organization for Europe

IFCSLG International Food Chemical Safety Liaison Group

IMFSLG International Microbial Food Safety Liaison Group

IPA Instrument of Pre-Accession Assistance

IUCLID International Uniform Chemical Information Database

JECFA Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives

JEMRA Joint FAO/WHO Meetings on Microbiological Risk Assessment

JMPR Joint FAO/WHO Meeting on Pesticide Residues

JRC Joint Research Centre

MAP Multi Annual Plan

MB Management Board, EFSA

EU-ANSA EU Agencies Network on Scientific Advice

MS Member States, EU

OECD Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

OIE Office International des Epizooties, World Organisation for Animal
Health

OSHA Occupational Safety & Health Administration (US)

QSAR Quantitative Structure-Activity Relationship

RA Risk Assessment

RM Risk Management

SCCSs Scientific Committee on Consumer Safety

SCENHIR Scientific Committee on Emerging and Newly Identified Health

Risks
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SCHER
SWOT
TTC
WHO
WGS

Scientific Committee on Health and Environmental Risks
Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats analysis
Threshold of Toxicological Concern

World Health Organization

whole genome sequence
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