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The Main Political Priorities



Latvian Presidency of the Council of the European Union 
(1 January – 30 June 2015)

� Digital issues are among priorities of Latvia’s presidency

� Main directions for the digital priority of the Latvian presidency:

1. Trust in the Digital single market
• Protection of Customer Rights

• Data Protection

• Eliminating barriers in e-commerce cross-borders

2. Public sector modernization
• Effective Use of Digital Technologies

• Development of Digital Services

• Open DataOpen DataOpen DataOpen Data

• Development of Skills and Competencies

• Preservation of the Cultural Heritage

3. Safety and security in cyberspaceas
• Accessible, open and reliable cyberspace



Open Data for economic growth —
one of the cornerstones of Latvian 
e-government strategy.

Information Society Development Guidelines for 2014 -2020



• Open data is data that can be freely used, re-used and redistributed ...

• Availability and Access: the data must be available as a whole and at no 
more than a reasonable reproduction cost, preferably by downloading over 
the internet. The data must also be available in a convenient and 
modifiable form.

• Re-use and Redistribution: the data must be provided under terms that 
permit re-use and redistribution including the intermixing with other 
datasets.

• Universal Participation: everyone must be able to use, re-use and 
redistribute… 

Open Data
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Measuring reMeasuring reMeasuring reMeasuring re----use and open data in Latviause and open data in Latviause and open data in Latviause and open data in Latvia

PSI scoreboard



• The "Open Europe: Open Data for Open Society" conference 
was one of the most important events in the field of information 
and communication technology during the Latvian Presidency

• The target audience of the conference is made up of 
representatives from the public, private and non-governmental 
sectors who are involved or interested in building open society 
policy in Latvia and the EU or is the target audience of the 
conference (16 MS with over 200 participants)

• The aim of the conference is to promote the development and 
strengthening of the European information society

• Programme and Presentations available: 
http://lata.org.lv/conference-2015/

"Open Europe: Open Data for Open Society"
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ActivitiesActivitiesActivitiesActivities: : : : 

� Transposition of the PSI directive (until July 2015) – Amendments to Freedom 
of Information Law

� Conceptual architecture of public ICT: the basic principles are set, including 
re-use and interfaces for data exchange

� Implementation of the architecture: Development of open data / open interface 
criteria for new state ICT projects



Open data: Open data: Open data: Open data: Free for everyone?Free for everyone?Free for everyone?Free for everyone?

Funding the opening of data sets:

1) subsidized by income from selling dataincome from selling dataincome from selling dataincome from selling data: political decision to 

grant government fundinggovernment fundinggovernment fundinggovernment funding

2) available for free, technological restrictionstechnological restrictionstechnological restrictionstechnological restrictions: funding for new new new new 

state ICT projectsstate ICT projectsstate ICT projectsstate ICT projects

3) available online for free in unusable formatsformatsformatsformats: guidanceguidanceguidanceguidance or 
investment in websiteswebsiteswebsiteswebsites



Getting to open data: Getting to open data: Getting to open data: Getting to open data: Concerns about privacy and securityConcerns about privacy and securityConcerns about privacy and securityConcerns about privacy and security

� Starting with unrestricted data unrestricted data unrestricted data unrestricted data (statistics, environment information 

etc.)

� AnonimisationAnonimisationAnonimisationAnonimisation of data – consulting with the institutions responsible 

for data protection



Getting to open data: Getting to open data: Getting to open data: Getting to open data: Formats & standardsFormats & standardsFormats & standardsFormats & standards

� Available data Available data Available data Available data in any form is better than no data better than no data better than no data better than no data at all.

� Machine-readable data in open format + metadata is the best 
practice, but should not be considered as obstacle for data 

publication. 



Getting to open data: Getting to open data: Getting to open data: Getting to open data: User involvementUser involvementUser involvementUser involvement

� Interesting public data data data data iiiissss used anyway used anyway used anyway used anyway – why not make it machine-

readable?

� Involving more users more users more users more users to improve data qualitydata qualitydata qualitydata quality

� ReducingReducingReducingReducing the administrative burden on institution responding to responding to responding to responding to 
every requestevery requestevery requestevery request for data



• https://open-data.europa.eu/en/data

• easy access to EU Data

• reuse data for research, an article, an application or something 
else

• EU Open Data Portal - a single point of access to a growing 
range of data produced by the institutions and other bodies of 
the European Union

Open Data Portal
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Open Data Portal
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Open Data Portal
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INSPIRE DIRECTIVE
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DIRECTIVE 2007/2/EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE

COUNCIL of 14 March 2007 establishing an Infrastructure for Spatial

Information in the European Community (INSPIRE)
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• SmartOpenData
• Institute of Mathematics and Computer Science of the

University of Latvia

• Foodie
• Technology Development Forum, Society, NGO

• SDI4Apps
• Baltic Open Solution Center, Ltd.
• Zemgale Planning Region
• Vidzeme Planning Region

• OpenTransportNetwork
• Exigen Latvia, Private Joint Stock Company

Latvian participation in 4 running Europen Research
projects dealing with Open Data
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Project title: Uptake of Open Geographic Information Through
Innovative Services Based on Linked Data

Project acronym: SmartOpenData

Grant agreement no: 603824
Call: FP7-ENV-2013

Funded under: Exploiting the European Open Data Strategy to
mobilise the use of environmental data and
information

Call: FP7-ENV-2013
Total budget: EUR 3,325 m
EU contribution: 2, 335
Duration: 01/11/2013 - 31/10/2015



Open Data levels from food safety, AHAW RA 
perspective … 
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Worldwide

EFSA

MS

Universities
Scientific 
institutes

Other

Stakeholders



Presidency website
• www.eu2015.lv

Twitter
• @ES2015LV

Welcome Video
• http://youtu.be/CtnIUr8Q4E4
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More information
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Thank you for your attention!

Paldies!


