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Network on Echinococcus multilocularis surveillance 

Minutes of the 3th meeting 

Parma, 17 September 2014 

(Agreed on 01 October 2014)1 

Participants 

 Network Representatives of Member States (including EFTA Countries): 

 

 

 

  

 Panel Member : 

- Preben Willeberg 

 European Commission representatives : 

- Helene Klein (DG SANCO) 

 EFSA:  

- Frank Verdonck (ALPHA Unit) 

- Gabriele Zancanaro (AMU Unit) 

 European Reference Laboratory for Parasites 

- Adriano Casulli 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants.  

Apologies were received from Anthony Gruppetta 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Topics for discussion 

The draft scientific report was discussed based on specific comments provided by the 
Member States. Considerations on the applicability of a risk based sampling to fulfil the legal 
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requirements on Echinococcus multilocularis surveillance were presented and discussed in 
detail. Recent and precise data on the population size would only be required if the number 
of animals is close to or below a specific threshold (around 1117 animals in case of 0.6 test 
sensitivity). However, a robust estimation of test sensitivity is required as the threshold is a 
function of this parameter. The different diagnostic methods to detect Echinococcus 
multilocularis were presented.  

4. Conclusions (s)  

It was recognized that each laboratory involved in a surveillance programme should 
determine the sensitivity of each test used to diagnose Echinococcus multilocularis. It was 
also agreed that collaboration between epidemiologists and wildlife experts would facilitate 
data collection and subsequent estimation of wildlife population parameters (e.g. the density 
and local distribution, age structure and gender distribution).  
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