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Finland  Saara Raulo  Romania Ioana Neghirla 
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Greece  Tzani Myrsini  Spain  Carlos Valencia Gonzales 
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Page 2 of 8 

 

Cappè* (DATA), Pierre-Alexandre Belœil* (BIOCONTAM), Andrea 
Gervelmeyer* (ALPHA), Marios Georgiadis* (AMU), Teresa Da Silva Felicio* 
(BIOCONTAM), Kenneth Mulligan* (DATA), Francesca Riolo* (DATA), 
Klaudia Chrzastek* (DATA), Simona Fusar Poli* (DATA).  

*: Partial attendance at specific points of the agenda 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The meeting was opened by welcoming the members of the Scientific Network. Apologies 
were received from Cyprus, Iceland, Luxemburg, Malta, the European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control (ECDC), the European Commission (EC) and the World 
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE). The representative Rob Van Oosterom (the 
Netherlands) did not participate during agenda points 1 to 6.5. 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of interest 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-Making 
Processes regarding Declarations of Interests (DoIs) and the Decision of the Executive 
Director implementing this Policy, members of networks, peer review meetings, networking 
meetings and their alternates shall be invited to complete and submit an Annual Declaration 
of interest (ADoI). EFSA screened the ADoIs filled in by the experts invited to the meeting. 
No conflicts of interests related to the issues discussed at this meeting were identified during 
the screening process, nor at the Oral Declaration of interest (ODoI) at the beginning of this 
meeting. The Chair thanked the representatives who submitted ADoIs. 

4. Minutes of Joint Meeting of ECDC and EFSA Networks on 5-6 December 2013  

The Chair presented the minutes and reported on the joint networks meeting of ECDC and 
EFSA held on 5-6 December 2013. The main aim of this meeting was to enhance 
collaboration concerning the animal-human interface on non-foodborne zoonotic and 
potential zoonotic diseases at national and European level. During the meeting, ECDC and 
EFSA presented activities and joint initiatives regarding non-foodborne zoonoses and 
vectors. The experts from the human and animal health fields participated in the discussions 
on the status and needs of surveillance of non-foodborne zoonoses in animals, in humans 
exposed to animals, and of information exchange modalities between both sectors. 

5. Reorganisation of the EFSA Risk Assessment and Scientific Assistance Directorate 
(RASA) 

Mary Gilsenan, head of the DATA Unit, presented the remit of the RASA Directorate and 
summarised the purpose of the restructuring: to gain efficiency by introducing a project 
management approach and strengthened collaboration between the reorganised units. The 
tasks and the structure of the four new RASA units were outlined. Data collection is 
centralised in the DATA unit. European Union (EU) Summary Reports (SR) on Zoonoses 
and antimicrobial resistance (AMR) will be produced by the BIOCONTAM unit, with input 
from the DATA unit. The Unit on Assessment and Methodological Support (AMU) will be 
responsible for the analysis of more complex observational studies such as baseline surveys 
and for designing sampling protocols. 
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6. Progress reports  

6.1. EFSA and ECDC activities on non-foodborne zoonotic diseases  

Andrea Gervelmeyer presented the objectives, recommendations and conclusions of the 
aforementioned joint networks meeting of ECDC and EFSA held on 5-6 December 2013. 
The meeting was an important milestone as part of the process of establishing a dedicated 
network of representatives of Member States (MS) from the European Union (EU)/European 
Economic Area (EEA) to collaborate on emerging and vector-borne diseases. She further 
reported on the Network structure and planned activities together with specific surveillance 
issues envisaged by this Network. The strategies for future collaboration between human 
and animal health at MS and EU level were also discussed. The meeting was considered an 
important step as it provided the opportunity for physical networking of multidisciplinary 
experts and reinforced national and international connections. 

6.2. Feedback from Scientific Network meeting on antimicrobial resistance 
27-28 February 2014  

Pierre-Alexandre Belœil informed the Network of the main outcomes of the 3rd specific 
Network meeting on AMR monitoring held on 27-28 February 2014. EFSA will fully support 
MSs’ implementation of the new monitoring and reporting regime in 2014, particularly 
regarding randomised sampling specifications and isolate-based data reporting. Also the 
items discussed during the meeting were briefly presented. It was highlighted that the MSs 
are strongly encouraged to become familiar with isolate-based data reporting and with the 
use of the related reporting tool in 2014, so as to ensure compliance with the legal 
requirement for isolate-based data reporting in 2015. Planning of the analysis of the 2014 
AMR data was also presented. 

6.3. Mandate on randomisation of antimicrobial resistance sampling 

Pierre-Alexandre Belœil presented the mandate received from the EC and the approach of 
EFSA to address this request (M-2013-0225). A robust randomised sampling procedure is 
proposed that is a compromise between ‘good statistical practices’ and practical issues, 
mostly relying on a stratified sampling approach with proportional allocation of the sample 
size per stratum. The draft scientific report is planned to be sent for consultation to the 
Network in the beginning of April 2014. 

6.4. ECDC, EFSA and European Medicines Agency (EMA) joint analyses of data 
on antimicrobial resistance and consumption  

Pierre-Alexandre Belœil presented a progress report of the joint ECDC/EFSA/EMA working 
group (WG) on the analyses of the relationship between antimicrobial use and resistance in 
humans, animals and food. Specific combinations of antimicrobials/bacteria are proposed to 
explore possible approaches for analysis. The draft approach was presented, including how 
current scientific limitations will be addressed in the report. The draft report is expected to be 
sent for consultation to the Network and to be approved by the end of 2014.  

6.5. Listeria projects: Listeria baseline survey analyses and the European 
Listeria Typing Exercise (ELiTE study)  

Marios Georgiadis presented an overview on the progress of Listeria baseline survey 
analyses. The first EFSA Scientific Report (part A), published in June 2013, focused on 
estimating the prevalence of L. monocytogenes in the surveyed ready-to-eat (RTE) food 
categories (packaged (not frozen) hot or cold smoked or gravad fish, packaged heat-treated 
meat products and soft or semi-soft cheeses, excluding fresh cheeses) and the analysis of 
the qualitative and quantitative test results. The objectives for the Part B Report include the 
analysis of factors related to the prevalence of contaminated foods, and the development of 
predictive models both for the microbial growth of L. monocytogenes under various storage 
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conditions and for compliance with L. monocytogenes food safety criteria in foods. 
Preliminary considerations from the data analysis were presented. Marios Georgiadis also 
informed the Scientific Network about the European Listeria typing exercise, a joint study by 
ECDC, EFSA and European Union Reference Laboratory (EURL) for Listeria 
monocytogenes, lead by ECDC. Central to the study is the effort to compare Listeria 
monocytogenes isolates originating from the baseline survey to human isolates obtained 
during the same time period, using Pulsed Field Gel Electrophoresis (PFGE). EFSA 
involvement in this project was also presented briefly. 

6.6. Molecular typing data collection  

Valentina Rizzi gave a short overview on the progress on the ‘Molecular typing data 
collection’ project. The terms of reference of the mandate as received from EC were 
presented, as well as the structure of the data collection system and scenarios for data 
transmission. A questionnaire will be sent to the MSs and other reporting countries in order 
to better understand data flow in all countries and, based on the results, to redefine the 
requirements of the system. The proposal for the joint ECDC-EFSA database highlighted the 
data which would be shared. It was highlighted throughout and stressed to the Network that 
confidentiality will be guaranteed through anonymisation of the data. The data model for data 
collection will be based on the Standard Sample Description version 2 (SSD2). The draft 
technical report covering the technical specifications of the data collection system will be 
sent for consultation in April 2014 to MSs and reporting countries. 

6.7. Revision on food-borne outbreak reporting specifications  

Valentina Rizzi informed the Scientific Network members about the progress of the WG on 
food-borne outbreak (FBO) reporting specifications. The technical specifications report was 
published on EFSA website on 17 March 2014, but the changes will be implemented for the 
2015 reporting season. The amendments to the reporting specifications were presented and 
discussed. The major change regards the use of the same dataset for both ‘strong’- and 
‘weak’-evidence FBOs, with the consequence to have the same ‘causative agent list’ for all 
outbreaks and to add the new variable ‘Strength of evidence’ to differentiate the two types of 
outbreaks. Other changes regard amendments or additions of terms in some pick lists.  

6.8. BIOHAZ opinions  

Teresa Da Silva Felicio gave an overview on the activities of the EFSA WG on molecular 
typing methods of food-borne pathogens. In December 2013 EFSA published the first part of 
the scientific opinion of the BIOHAZ Panel on the evaluation of molecular typing methods for 
major food-borne microbiological hazards and their use for attribution modelling, outbreak 
investigation and scanning surveillance.  The second part of the opinion aims to evaluate the 
requirements for the design of surveillance activities for food-borne pathogens, in particular 
for the selection of a statistically representative group of isolates to be included in molecular 
typing investigations, as well as attribution modelling. It is expected by July 2014. Further 
EFSA activities were also presented. 

7. 2013 reporting season and 2012 EUSRs 

7.1. Feedback from 2013 reporting season, publication of EU Summary Reports 
2012  

Frank Boelaert presented feedback from the 2013 reporting season: a detailed update on 
the number of MSs and non-MSs that used the Data Collection Framework (DCF). He also 
presented the main findings on zoonoses and food-borne outbreaks from humans, food and 
animals from the 2012 EU Summary Report (EUSR) on zoonoses and food-borne outbreaks 
(FBOs). A restricted report has been produced this year, but with an in-depth analysis for 
some pathogens (Salmonella, Trichinella, Toxoplasma, Listeria, Q fever) and a new chapter 
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on West Nile virus (WNV). The report has been produced internally, with the exception of the 
commenting text for Salmonella in food and for Listeria in food and animals.  

7.2. DCF data reporting: the experience of Estonia 

Jelena Sõgel presented Estonia’s experience in reporting DCF data over the last two years. 
The centralised data collection and the format of the national data assisted in the preparation 
of data to be reported in XML format. Mapping is also an important step as, once data are 
coded, errors are more difficult to detect. Overall, no major problems occurred and EFSA’s 
support was very efficient and problems were quickly solved. The speaker requested that 
EFSA improves the support given to data providers with training and quicker feedback on 
the data provided. 

8. Multi-annual plan for EU Summary Reports  

Frank Boelaert presented a draft multi-annual plan for production of the EUSRs for the 
period 2014–2020, which was already discussed with the EC and ECDC. The plan is 
scheduled to be presented to the Standing Committee on the Food Chain and Animal Health 
(SCoFCAH) during its 10th of April meeting. 

Background – after 10 years, the EUSRs have grown considerably underpinned by the 
cumulative data submitted each year. Consequently, analyses have become more complex. 
Currently, two reports of around 300 pages are produced yearly, including data submitted for 
legislative purposes (target verification, AMR monitoring).  

EFSA proposed this multi-annual plan for the EUSRs after having consulted internally the 
relevant units and considering harmonisation with other domains like pesticides and 
contaminants (aggregated vs. sample level data). The annual data validation timelines are in 
revision. Through an overall more structured data processing procedure a faster turn-around 
time for the production of the annual EUSRs is intended, with the aim of meeting the legal 
annual publication deadline (end of November). Once the data validation period is closed 
and the data is locked/frozen, EFSA will not accept newly submitted data any more or data 
not captured by the zoonoses database, such as data submitted via email. 

EFSA is committed to honoring its legal obligation and producing annual EUSRs that will 
remain descriptive reports, including factual summary tables and a summary of main 
findings. Additionally, ad hoc (joint) Scientific Reports can be initiated as needed (e.g. EC’s 
request, EFSA self mandate) including thematic data analyses addressing specific questions 
(e.g. farm to fork analysis, in-depth analysis of MDR, serovar trend analyses). 

Spain, Greece, Czech Republic and Sweden commented that it is too ambitious for Member 
States to commit to sample-level data submission as proposed in the document on the multi-
annual plan. Reasons are legal ones, at EU-level or at national level, but also financial and 
time constraints. It is very difficult for MSs to get all the data at sample-based level. 

Frank Boelaert explained that by requesting MSs to submit ‘sample-level’ data, MSs are not 
expected to take more samples. It might well be that even less samples would be needed. 
Aggregated data are hard to compare across MSs whereas sample-level data offer a wider 
range of analysis options. Although requesting MSs to change would create additional work 
in the short term, due to a need to adapt their reporting system, the workload would be 
reduced in the mid term i.e. fewer changes would be needed to comply with future requests. 
Then in the medium term sample-based data submission is most efficient and less resource 
demanding. This underlines the need for harmonisation in MSs for collection and 
transmission of data based on one data model, sample-level based. 

MSs asked for a stronger coordination between EFSA and EC in the domain of data 
collection. In this respect Spain insisted on a solution to be found for the double reporting, by 
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MSs, of data to EFSA and to EC, e.g. for Salmonella control programmes in poultry. The 
Chair committed to engaging discussion with the EC. 

MSs are kindly invited to comment on the draft of Multi-annual plan for EUSRs until the end 
of March 2014.  

9. 2014 zoonoses reporting season 

9.1. Reporting manuals for 2013 data reporting  

Anca Stoicescu presented the main changes to the reporting of 2013 data as included in the 
reporting manuals on Zoonoses, AMR and FBO within the framework of Directive 
2003/99/EC. Manuals for reporting data on zoonoses and AMR have been separated this 
year for improved readability, but no other major changes have been implemented in the 
manuals which were sent for consultation prior to publication during week 13. The main 
changes in the Web Application were also presented. The proposals for pick lists received 
from the MSs were also discussed and it was agreed to add the term ‘wholesale’ in the 
sampling stage pick list. Frank Boelaert informed members of the Network that proposals for 
addition of new terms to catalogues which may have different interpretations within reporting 
countries will be discussed once per year during Network’s October meeting. 

9.2. Updates for reporting in the DCF (data models, business rules and data 
validation)  

Francesca Riolo presented the data models available for 2013 data including a brief 
summary of the models’ fields and pick-lists. No major changes have been made compared 
with the previous year, although two additional fields (Total number of samples tested 
positive for the bacteria and Total number of epidemiological units tested positive for the 
bacteria) have been added to the isolate-based data model. The updated guidelines were 
briefly presented highlighting the improvements made for the fields which created problems 
in previous reporting seasons. The proposal to report serovars and phagetypes in the 
prevalence tables was accepted. Data validation steps were also explained. The criteria file 
for the tables’ production was also presented.  

9.3. Move to the DCF reporting: supporting grants and contracts  

Francesca Riolo updated the Network on the grants to support both the building of a system 
to export data from the national repositories in compliance with the EFSA data model, and 
controlled terminologies including the update of historical data via the DCF. A new call was 
launched on 12 March 2014 to provide support for these activities; the deadline for 
applications is on 30 April 2014, and MSs were strongly encouraged to apply. The rules 
were agreed as for the previous calls, namely by data collection area and not by bacteria. 
Belgium, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Romania and the United Kingdom showed interest in 
applying.  

9.4. General reporting plan - data validation and consultation  

Stefano Cappè presented the plan for 2013 data validation and consultation. It has been 
agreed that the opening of the DCF for 2013 data reporting is on 24 March 2014 and that of 
the Web Application on 2 April 2014, while the deadline for data submission is on 28 May 
2014. The reporting systems for data submission will remain in principle operative from 29 
May to 31 May 2014, although the zoonoses support helpdesk and IT support helpdesk will 
not be operative in this period for holiday reasons. In these circumstances, MSs were kindly 
requested to observe this binding deadline when submitting EFSA their reports by the 28 
May 2014.  

Data submitted through the DCF will be migrated to the Web Application to generate 
aggregated data reports so that the transmitted data can be visualised and double checked 
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easily. Data migration will be functional as soon as the period of reporting through the Web 
Application has started, i.e. from 3 April onwards, twice per week. In the case of migration 
problems, data managers will generate equivalent tables via SAS on demand, through ad 
hoc requests to the EFSA support desk. In any case, as of last year’s reporting season, DCF 
validation has been enhanced to detect errors which were identified during the phase of data 
migration last year and which hampered successful data migration for a number of MSs. 

In addition, it is planned that data validation will be performed between 28 May and 23 June 
2014. EFSA will check the submitted data against a number of criteria and provide feedback 
to MSs by sending letters requesting clarifications and/or amendments and tables on 
‘occurrence of resistance’ (aggregated data), providing that all MSs/reporting countries meet 
the deadline of the end of May. This important improvement should be made possible thanks 
to the internalisation of AMR analysis in EFSA that was successfully performed last year. It 
is expected that MSs will have two weeks to amend data between 23 June and 4 July 2014 
and after that EFSA will carry out a second validation (5 July-21 July). Validation results will 
be communicated to the MSs which will have to provide their final feedback from 22 July to 8 
September 2014, so as to account for different periods of the summer break. Stefano 
informed Network members that after this latter date, data cannot be changed, as the 
database will be frozen and the data reported will be used to draft the report. 

9.5. EFSA supporting tools for DCF data reporting  

Kenneth Mulligan briefly presented the tools developed by EFSA to support MSs’ data 
reporting by transmitting XML files to the DCF. The tool will be provided for all available data 
models. Two types of models were developed in Excel and are available to MSs to produce 
XML files. A ‘Manual model’, where MSs could select directly in the model worksheet the 
EFSA pick-list terms which are needed, and a ‘Dynamic model’, where MSs create a 
mapping of all the pick list terms used in national data, to their corresponding EFSA pick list 
codes. The use of the ‘Dynamic model’ requires a more detailed training which is planned to 
be organised on demand before and at the beginning of the 2014 reporting season for 
interested MSs. Discussion with the Network members was related to the applicability of this 
model to collect laboratory data.  

9.6. Data reporting pilot through Excel 

Stefano Cappè proposed the members of the Network a data reporting pilot through Excel 
tools developed by EFSA. 

9.7. Tour de table on MSs’ intentions regarding data reporting pilot through 
Excel  

A tour de table was organised on the MSs’/reporting countries’ intentions regarding a data 
reporting pilot through Excel. Network members provided feedback on their willingness to 
participate in this pilot and their training needs. 

10. Any Other Business 

10.1. Date for next meetings  

The next Scientific Network meeting will be held 21-22 October 2014. 

10.2. Dates for trainings  

In order to support MSs/reporting countries to report through the DCF with SSD2 codes, two 
training dates were proposed: 

o 23 October 2014: training for scientists: 1-day after the Scientific Network 

o 1 December – 2 December 2014: 1.5-day training for IT experts/Data 
managers. 
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Member States are requested to send nominations for training attendees to 
zoonoses_support@efsa.europa.eu by the end of April 2014. 

11. Conclusions 

The Chair briefly summarised the main decisions and outcomes of the meeting. 

12. Closure of the meeting 

The meeting was closed and the Chair thanked the Scientific Network members for their 
contribution to the meeting. 
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