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Participants 

• Panel Members: 
Edith Authié, Charlotte Berg, Anette Bøtner, Howard Browman, Klaus Depner, 
Mariano Domingo, Sandra Edwards (tele-conference), Christine Fourichon, Aline de 
Koeijer, Frank Koenen, Simon More, Mohan Raj, Liisa Sihvonen, Jan Arend 
Stegeman, Hans-Hermann Thulke (tele-conference), Ivar Vågsholm, Antonio Velarde, 
and Preben Willeberg (tele-conference) 

• European Commission: 

− Andrea Gavinelli (DG SANCO, Unit G3) 

• EFSA: 

− AHAW Unit: Ana Afonso, Franck Berthe, Denise Candiani, Sandra Correia, 
Sofie Dhollander, Chiara Fabris, Maria Ferrara, Andrea Gervelmeyer, Per 
Have, Karen Mackay and Frank Verdonck 

− SAS Unit: Gabriele  Zancarano, Jose Cortinas Abrahantes 

− EMRISK Unit: Tobin Robinson 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 
The Chair of the Panel, welcomed the participants.  

Apologies were received from Ilaria Capua, Hans Spoolder, and Stéphan Zientara.  

2. Adoption of agenda 
The agenda was adopted. 

3. Declarations of interest 
In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-Making 
Processes regarding Declarations of Interests (DoIs)1 and the Decision of the Executive 
Director implementing this Policy2, EFSA screened the Annual Declaration of interest (ADoI). 
No conflicts of interests related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified 

                                                      
1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules.pdf 



 

 
 

 

during the screening process or in the Oral Declaration of interest (ODoI) at the beginning of 
this meeting. However, the new mandate on stunning of lambs was accompanied by studies 
performed by an AHAW Panel member. Appropriate measures in accordance with EFSA’s 
rules on independence will be taken into account when setting up the working group and 
during discussion and adoption of the mandate. 

4. New mandates  
4.1. Request for an opinion on electrical stunning of lambs 

A new mandate was received in relation to Council Regulation (EC) No 1099/2009 on the 
protection of animals at the time of killing. The Spanish authorities and the Catalan meat 
federation (FECIC) have requested the Commission to amend Annex I to Regulation 
1099/2009 as regards the minimum current for animals of ovine/caprine species for 
respectively head-only and head-to-body electrical stunning. This request is supported by 
two studies. Article 4 (2) of Council Regulation (EC) No 1099/2009 on the protection of 
animals at the time of killing1 allows the Commission to amend stunning parameters laid 
down in Annex I to this Regulation as to take into account scientific and technical progress 
on the basis of an opinion of the EFSA. Any such amendments shall ensure a level of animal 
welfare at least equivalent to that ensured by the existing methods. Therefore, the 
Commission would like to know to which extent these studies provide enough evidence to 
amend the minimum current for animals of ovine/caprine species and, in case of favourable 
reply, under which conditions. 

As a result of a discussion during the meeting, it was agreed that EFSA will give its view on 
the findings of the two studies submitted by the Spanish authorities with a focus on: 

• the extent to which minimum currents lower than 1 A provide a  level of animal 
welfare at least equivalent to that ensured by the use of a minimum current of 1 A 

• the type of study and data needed to supply scientific evidence that a given electrical 
stunning protocol of small ruminants provides a level of animal welfare at least equivalent to 
that ensured by the use of a minimum current of 1 A 

As a follow up action, the generation of an ‘EFSA Guidance’ is proposed. This document 
should describe the data requirements and data reporting for studies assessing alternative 
stunning methods. 

 

4.2. Request for an opinion on stunning of rabbits 

The Commission has received a request from the Spanish authorities to allow the use of 
carbon dioxide as a method for stunning rabbits. This request is supported by a study. Since 
they acknowledge that further work is needed, they suggest allowing this method for a 
certain transitional period in order to make possible the collection of additional scientific data. 
The Commission would like to know to which extent this study provides enough evidence to 
allow the use of carbon dioxide for stunning rabbits and, in case of favourable reply, under 
which conditions, possibly with a transitional period for collecting further data. 

As a result of a discussion during the meeting, it was agreed that EFSA will assess whether : 
• the design of the submitted study and the conclusions drawn are scientifically sound 
• the extent to which the use of CO2 is an acceptable alternative for the stunning of 

rabbits based on the submitted study 
As a follow up action, the generation of an ‘EFSA Guidance’ is proposed. This document 
should describe the data requirements and data reporting for studies assessing alternative 
stunning methods. 



 

 
 

 

5. Scientific outputs submitted for possible adoption 
5.1. Risk of introduction and spread of Aethina tumida and Tropilaelaps spp. in the 
EU (EFSA-Q-2012-0550)  

The mandate has 4 Terms of Reference: 1) the risk of introduction of Aethina tumida (small 
hive beetle, SHB) and Tropilaelaps into the EU through importation from 3rd countries of live 
queen bees, queen bumble bee colonies and bees products destined to be used in 
apiculture; 2) the risk mitigation factors that have proven to be or that could potentially be 
effective in ensuring safe international trade as regards the transmission of the SHB and 
Tropilaelaps in bees and their products; 3) the risk of introduction of the SHB and 
Tropilaelaps into the EU from neighbouring countries, especially through the natural 
movements of live bees and of the SHB; 4) the risk of introduction of SHB and Tropilaelaps 
into the EU through importation from 3rd countries of products other than bee products (e.g. 
fruits, vegetables, other possible vectors and fomites, etc.). 

All the comments provided by the Panel, the Commission, the WG members and EFSA staff 
on version 20 of the draft opinion were discussed and the proposed changes were accepted. 
The opinion was adopted by the Panel on February 27 2013. 

 

6. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion 
6.1. Public health hazards to be covered for animal health and welfare by meat 
inspection (Bovine and Small Ruminants)  

The Commission requested a scientific opinion and technical assistance on the public health 
hazards to be covered by inspection of meat. The scope of this mandate is to evaluate meat 
inspection in a public health context.  

The following species or groups of species should be considered: domestic swine (deadline 
September 2011), poultry (deadline June 2012), bovine animals over six weeks old, bovine 
animals under six weeks old (deadline June 2013), domestic sheep and goats (deadline 
June 2013), farmed game (deadline June 2013) and domestic solipeds (deadline June 
2013).The opinions on swine and poultry have been adopted and published in 2011 and 
2012, respectively. 

The Bovine draft opinion was presented for discussion. The comments received from the 
panel members and the conclusions and recommendations were discussed thoroughly. 
Comments regarding the presentation of the quantitative results (Stage 2 and Stage 3) will 
also be applied to the other opinions. The Bovine draft opinion will be updated and presented 
for endorsement at the March plenary.  

The small ruminants draft opinion will also be presented at the March plenary for discussion 
and possible endorsement. 

6.2. Risk of introduction and spread of Rift Valley Fever in the EU neighbouring 
countries of the Mediterranean region (EFSA-Q-2012-00496) 

The terms of references are to: 1. Provide an update on the global occurrence of Rift Valley 
Fever and possible changes in the distribution during the last 10 years; 2. Provide maps of 
the region of concern and other countries of the Mediterranean Basin (including EU Member 
States), displaying the geographical distribution of potential invertebrate hosts, taking into 
account their vector competence and seasonal variation in abundance; 3. Assess the risk of 
introduction of RVF into the region of concern especially through the movements of live 
animals and vectors; and 4. Assess the risk of RVF becoming endemic, with clinical 
outbreaks or not, in animal and vector populations in the concerned region. 



 

 
 

 

The meeting was joined by Lilian Puech (FAO) as hearing expert. 

A detailed presentation of the draft opinion was given by the Chair of the working group. The 
document was discussed. It was advised to restructure the Opinion, and put the methodology 
to address each ToR into the each chapter addressing a specific ToR. The comments 
received from the deep readers and the chair were dealt with. The opinion will be submitted 
for adoption at the next plenary meeting of the Panel, in March 2013. 

7. Progress report on other Scientific outputs 

7.1. Meat inspection in solipeds (EFSA-Q-2011-01038) and farmed game (EFSA-Q-
2011-01037) 

The Soliped and Farmed game draft opinions are in the final stages of preparation and will 
be presented for discussion and possible endorsement at the next plenary in March. 

 

7.2. Technical assistance to the Commission for the preparation of a data 
collection system of welfare indicators in EU broilers' slaughterhouses 

The mandate is being jointly addressed by the AHAW and SAS Units. EFSA gave an update 
on the state of play of the technical assistance with particular focus on the points of the 
request clarified with the Commission and the methodological approach for the statistical 
analysis, as being developed with the support of a Working Group.  

 

7.3. Monitoring procedures at slaughterhouses (EFSA-Q-2012-00840)  

On the mandate on monitoring procedures at slaughterhouses, the conceptual model is an 
assessment based on sensitivity and specificity of indicators for unconsciousness and death. 
A plan of action, including systematic literature review, data collection, and possible public 
consultation was presented and discussed. Since the outcomes of most of the mentioned 
activities will only be delivered in the end of June, it was agreed to discuss draft versions of 
the four opinions in the plenary meeting of June. The opinions will then be circulated for 
written endorsement by the Panel in the beginning of July before they go out on public 
consultation.  

7.4. Possible risks posed by the influenza A (H3N2v) virus for animal health and its 
potential spread and implications for animal and human health 

The terms of reference are: 1) the significance for the health of pigs of the occurrence of 
influenza A (H3N2v) virus in a naïve population; 2) the current situation in the EU as regards 
the risk of a possible introduction of influenza A (H3N2v) virus in particular to EU pig herds 
and the diagnostic capabilities to early detect an incursion; 3) the implications and 
consequences of the possible evolution of the influenza A (H3N2v) virus on pig health such 
as clinical manifestation, transmission between pigs and specially the risk that animals from 
a herd which was infected with influenza A (H3N2v) virus spreads the virus after the last 
clinical signs of disease have been observed;  4) the possibility, efficacy and efficiency of 
vaccination in pigs, using the existing vaccines or newly developed vaccines against 
influenza A (H3N2v) virus, also in relation with the possible evolution of variants of influenza 
viruses posing a risk to public and animal health; 5) which are the most important factors to 
be monitored that would suggest a risk for the emergence of a new pandemic influenza strain 
from the influenza A (H3N2v) virus. 



 

 
 

 

A working group has been launched with experts from ECDC, EMA, FLURISK, FLUPIG, 
ESNIP3, EU RL for Influenza. CDC and USDA have been asked to provide support. The 
approach proposed by the WG for the reply to the different ToRs has been explained to the 
Panel. For ToR1, an assessment of the overall significance of the H3N2v virus for the health 
of a naïve pig population (morbidity, mortality, transmission), comparing to other swine 
diseases in pig populations including SIV, will be described. For ToR2, an assessment of the 
risk of introduction of this influenza virus strain in EU with all possible pathways is going to be 
included. For ToR3, a description of the clinical manifestations and transmission of the virus 
between pigs (in herds and between herds), taking also into consideration the possible 
evolution of the infection in the pig population (transmission, pig health), based on the 
consequences assessment part of the risk of introduction assessment, is going to be 
developed. For ToR4, the vaccines currently available or under research, taking into 
consideration the influence at the human/animal interface and the cross protection are going 
to be described. Finally, for ToR5, the most important risk factors to be monitored are going 
to be compiled from previous work developed for FLURISK as well from equivalent work 
developed by ECDC and CDC (IRAT evaluations).  

8. Feedback from EFSA 

8.1. Technical meeting on Histomonas meleagridis 

EFSA informed the Panel of the main conclusions and recommendations from the technical 
meeting on Histomonas meleagridis that was organised in Parma last 22 January 2013. In 
this meeting, were present some experts in the field, EMA, IFAH and some stakeholders 
(industry and poultry producers). The main gaps in the current knowledge/ opportunities for 
research indentified were related to some aspects of the life cycle of the protozoa, the 
epidemiology of the disease (e.g. risk factors for the introduction of the disease in a flock, 
role of reservoirs, mechanisms of transmission, EU level surveillance data, reasons for the 
varied level of impact in different groups and species), prevention/ control and treatment 
(data from studies of alternative or pre-authorised medicines or new vaccines, efficacy of 
possible preventive or control measures including bio-security) and to general aspects (like 
the animal welfare consequences related to the slaughtering/ euthanasia decision, impact of 
disease, data on residues from imports of poultry meat). In summary, two main aspects were 
considered by the experts and stakeholders present at that meeting, to be able to reduce the 
number of cases and the disease impact: 1) a better and more integrated knowledge of the 
life cycle and epidemiology of the disease, allowing developing a risk assessment model that 
could lead to a better understanding of the risks and mechanisms that let flocks to be 
infected and the disease to spread inside a flock; 2) the development and data sharing of 
additional studies of not previously authorised treatments and of new vaccines.  

An event report will be produced and published by EFSA.   

8.2. Echinococcus multilocularis 

The Art 36 project on Echinococcus multilocularis infection in animals was presented. The 
objectives of the project are to gather the scientific evidence and data available on the 
following terms of reference:  

1. the risk factors and steps of the risk pathway for introduction and establishment of EM in 
free areas through movements of domestic and wildlife species involved in the EM lifecycle 
in the European Union and adjacent countries 

2. the geographic distribution and the prevalence of EM infection in animals in the European 
Union and adjacent countries, including wildlife and domestic species who can act as 
definitive and intermediate hosts 



 

 
 

 

3. monitoring and surveillance programmes of EM infection in definitive and intermediate 
hosts 

4. the importance of the different definitive and intermediate hosts species in the life-cycle of 
EM in different parts of the European Union and adjacent countries 

5. programmes for the eradication of EM in wildlife host species 

6. the risk factors associated with human EM infections/ human alveolar echinococcosis in 
the European Union and adjacent countries 

7. the impact of EM infection in animals on public health in the European Union and adjacent 
countries 

8. laboratory techniques for the detection of EM in live or dead animals 

9. the effectiveness of available EM de-worming drugs and the treatment protocols for dogs, 
cats and ferrets 

The project has been granted to a consortium consisting of the Istituto Superiore di Sanità 
ISS, IT (leader), the French Agency for Food, Environmental and Occupational Health and 
Safety ANSES, FR, the National Institute of Public Health and the Environment RIVM, NL, 
the Friedrich-Loeffler-Institut FLI, DE, the Finnish Food Safety Authority EVIRA, FI, the 
Agencia Estatal Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas CSIC, ES and the National 
Veterinary Research Institute, PL. The panel has been requested to provide scientific 
guidance to the project through review of study protocols and reports as well as attendance 
of workshops. Mariano Domingo and Ivar Vagsholm agreed to provide their support to the 
project. 

8.3. Leishmania  

An update on the state of play of the procurement project on canine leishmaniosis was given. 
The following ToR’s are being addressed: 1. carry out a systematic review, investigating the 
efficacy of different preventive measures of canine leishmaniosis, 2. assess the role of 
animals in the spread of L. infantum within the European Union and evaluate potential 
mitigation measures (including: a. review and evaluate simulation models that could be used 
or adapted, taking into account the data availability and accessibility; b. collect the necessary 
data for the most appropriate model; and c. implement the model that best fit the purpose, 
using the collected data); and 3. Evaluate the impact of canine leishmaniosis in those areas 
where the disease is endemic by collecting the necessary data to characterise the impact of 
CanL following (and adapting) the guidance of the manual created by PHYLUM for OIE and 
the EC and consequently enable the AHAW Panel to characterise the impact of CanL 
according to the above mentioned methodology. The Panel agreed with the approach taken 
so far. The project will be finalised by July 12, 2013. 

8.4. Panel consultation on Horizon 2020 

DG RTD, DG AGRI and DG SANCO are currently in a process of drafting work programmes 
with concrete indication of research themes and priorities and in this context EFSA has 
offered to provide a contribution to make sure its priorities are incorporated. In light of this 
unique opportunity to influence the orientation of the next 7 years research budget, EFSA 
has consulted the scientific experts through its panels recently established in 2012 to identify 
thematic areas for research. Proposals from AHAW were complied and will be considered by 
the Scientific Committee before preparing a final document that will be sent to SANCO, AGRI 
and DG Res in the beginning of March. 



 

 
 

 

8.5. Scientific Committee Standing Working Group on Emerging Risks 

A Scientific Committee Standing Working Group on Emerging Risks has been established 
and held a first meeting in 2012. Ivar Vågsholm is representing the AHAW panel in this 
group. Arie Havelaar, the representative of EFSA’s BIOHAZ panel in this standing working 
group, has proposed to organise a workshop on emerging risk identification in the domain of 
biological risks to animal and public health with all interested members of the AHAW and the 
BIOHAZ panels. The proposed objectives of this workshop are to identify and prioritise 
drivers and sources for emerging risk monitoring and identification in the domain of biological 
hazards. Specifically, it is proposed to evaluate the applicability of the systems approach 
(drivers-sources-pathways-outcomes) to identify emerging risks to animal and public health 
from biological hazards; to agree on a list of major drivers that may affect these risks in 
future; to identify major sources and pathways affected by these drivers; to estimate the 
impact (increase or decrease and magnitude) of these drivers-sources-pathways on animal 
and public health and to prioritize drivers and sources for emerging risk monitoring and 
identification. More information can be found at this link: 
https://sciencenet.efsa.europa.eu/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_32_0_229_0_-1_47/http;/bea-

aps.efsa.eu.int;11930/collab/do/document/overview?projID=580916&documentID=953906. It is planned to carry 
out round 1 of the Delphi study at the plenary meeting in May 2013. 

 

9. Feedback from the European Commission  

9.1. Visit from Andrea Gavinelli, head of the animal welfare unit of DG SANCO 
Andrea Gavinelli, Head of the Animal Welfare Unit G3 in DG SANCO, presented the main 
ongoing and future policy initiatives foreseen in the new EU Strategy for the Protection and 
Welfare of Animals 2012-2015. He particularly focused on the relevance of EFSA’s work to 
support with scientific tools the implementation of the new Strategy and on possible future 
mandates. 

 

10. Next meetings 
Next meeting in 2013: March 25/26, May 21/22, June 25/26, September 18/19, October 
22/23, and November 26/27. 


