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1. Declarations of interest 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Declarations of Interests, EFSA screened the available 
Annual Declaration of Interest (ADoI) completed by the participants invited for the meeting. 
No conflicts of interests related to the issues discussed in the meeting were identified during 
the screening process or at the beginning of the meeting. 

2. Approval of agenda 

The agenda was adopted with the following additional points under any other business: 

- CIRCABC 

- Status of working documents developed in the area of residues 

- Impurities in the technical specification – data gaps in relation to relevance 

3. Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes were approved without any changes.  

Follow up on: 

- point 4:  RMSs gave feedback on the status of the sanitised summary dossier 
for new active substances that have been judged complete under Regulation 
(EC) No 1107/2009.  It was noted that Commission Regulation (EU) No 
1141/2010 also requires EFSA to make available to the public the 
supplementary summary dossier for the AIR II substances, and that RMSs 
had agreed to support EFSA in the preparation of the sanitised documents. 

- point 7: COM reported that the draft guidance document on seeds is currently 
under revision and it is hoped that an updated version can be presented at the 
next meeting of the SCFCAH for comments.   

- point 10: Following consultation of the COM Legal Service, COM confirmed 
that applications for amendment to approval conditions should be submitted 
and evaluated in accordance with the procedures laid down in Articles 7 – 13 
of Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009.   

- point 15 - status of e-consultation group: EFSA reported that an email based 
group has been established in the area of physical-chemical properties and 
methods of analysis and has been active for a number of months.   

4. Work programme for new a.s. 

Presentation from EFSA.  A general update was given on the status of the work programme 
for the new active substances under evaluation in accordance with the procedure laid down 
in Commission Regulation (EU) No 188/2011.  

5. Work programme for green track a.s. of stage 4  

Presentation from EFSA.  A general update was given on the status of the work programme 
for the green track active substances of stage 4.   

6. Classification and labelling: working document on processes; sulfoxaflor 

Presentations from ECHA and EFSA.  It was agreed that it would be useful to maintain an 
overview table of new active substances for which approval has been applied for under 
Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 in order to assist with planning and prioritisation to achieve a 
better alignment between the EFSA and ECHA procedures wherever possible.  



 
 

 
 

 

Action point:  

- COM to consider establishing an overview table of new active substances applied for 
under Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009, to be shared with MS, ECHA and EFSA via 
CIRCABC. 

7. DAR and Dossier format revision 

Presentation from the COM expert group.  A general update was given on the status of the 
work programme for the DAR and the dossier format revision.  It was noted that the proposal 
to implement the new Level 3 of Volume 1 for the AIR II Renewal Assessment Reports had 
been discussed and noted at the July meeting of the SCFCAH.   

Going forward, it is intended that the revised Table of Contents will be presented to the 
SCFCAH in November 2013, with a view to the revised DAR format being fully implemented 
for the third stage of active substance renewals, and for new active substances with effect 
from 1 January 2014. 

8. New DoI impementing rules 

Presentation by EFSA.  EFSA reported that in December 2011 it adopted a new policy on 
independence and scientific decision-making processes, which was subsequently 
implemented in July 2012 by a Decision of the Executive Director (available at  
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules.pdf).  MSs were informed of 
the key changes resulting from the new policy and implementing rules. 

9. Guidance documents 

EFSA gave an overview of the situation regarding the development of guidance documents, 
and of the related outsourced activities.  Terms of Reference for future mandates of the PPR 
Panel are under preparation regarding aged soil leaching studies and the evaluation of 
isomer mixtures. 

10. MRL applications submitted with an active substance application 

Presentation from EFSA.  The previously agreed approach with regard to the submission and 
evaluation of MRL applications as part of the active substance approval procedure was 
discussed in light of experience gained with practical examples.  It was re-affirmed that for 
reasons of efficiency applicants should continue to be encouraged to submit MRL 
applications with the approval application, together with all available studies that might be of 
relevance for future MRL applications. 

11. Comments in the context of Article 12, Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 

EFSA reminded MS that during the consultation of MS, according to the procedure agreed 
between COM and MS for the review of MRLs under Article 12, MS may forward certain 
parts of the draft reasoned opinions to the authorisation holders but the MS are responsible 
for the comments and additional data provided to EFSA. MS should therefore evaluate those 
comments carefully before being forwarded to EFSA and, in case additional data are 
provided, an evaluation report of the MS is required.  

12. Planning for the neonicotinoid conclusions 

Presentation from EFSA.  EFSA has been mandated by the Commission to perform an 
assessment of the risk posed to bees by the seed treatment and granule uses of 
thiamethoxam, chlothianidin and imidacloprid currently authorised in the EU, and to deliver 



 
 

 
 

 

its conclusions by 31 December 2012.  EFSA gave an outline of the approach undertaken in 
performing the assessment, together with details of the timelines for expert consultation and 
MS commenting on the draft conclusions. 

13. New template for the list of endpoints 

EFSA has identified the need to update the current template for the list of endpoints to clarify 
issues such as the status of classification and labelling issues proposed during the peer 
review.  It was agreed that it would be useful to revisit the template in each specialist area to 
identify the need for updates, and it was proposed that this issue could be discussed with MS 
experts during the meetings/teleconferences planned for the first half of 2013. 

Action point:  

- Where necessary, EFSA to consider adding a discussion point on the list of endpoints 
to the agenda for the experts meetings/teleconferences planned in the first half of 
2013. 

14. Update on grants and procurements 

EFSA gave an update on the status of the calls for grants and procurements that were 
announced at the April meeting of the Pesticide Steering Committee (agenda item 15 refers). 

15. Dates for the PSC 2013 meetings 

MSs and COM were invited to give feedback concerning possible dates for the PSC 
meetings in 2013, together with topics for future discussion. 

16. AIR II and AIR III 

As previously reported, it was agreed that RMSs would support EFSA in the preparation of 
the sanitised summary dossiers for publication in the renewal procedure. 

17. Any other business 

- CIRCABC 

COM gave an update on the status of the work programme to migrate information from 
CIRCA to CIRCABC.  CIRCA users will be required to open a new user account to 
access CIRCABC, and will receive an email notification from COM with further 
instructions once the CIRCABC platform is fully operational. 

- Status of working documents developed in the area of residues  

It was noted that three working documents (in the areas of MRL calculations, animal 
burden, and rotational crops) had been developed and discussed during the Pesticides 
Peer Review Experts’ Meeting on Residues (96) in September 2012.  EFSA will 
consider how best to make these documents available. 

- Impurities in the technical specification – data gaps in relation to relevance 

It was discussed whether further guidance is needed on how to address data gaps 
identified in relation to the toxicological relevance of impurities in the technical 
specification. 

 


