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PARMA, 10-11 OCTOBER 2012 

Minutes of the 

7th Meeting of the EFSA Scientific Network on 

BSE-TSE 
 

Parma, 10-11 October 2012 

Agenda 
 
Item Topic

1 Welcome and apologies  

2 Declarations of Interest
3 Adoption of the agenda

4 Briefing on Action Points from the 2011 Network meeting
5 Replies to a questionnaire on activities from Members and Observers on BSE-TSE

6 BSE-TSE activities of EFSA’s Panel and Unit on Biological Hazards 

7 Atypical BSE: scientific knowledge and EU epidemiological situation 
8 The EFSA Information Exchange Platform

9 Presentation of the study on a relevant long-term impact of the circulation of a 
potentially contaminated vaccine on the distribution of scrapie in Italy: Results 
from a retrospective cohort study 

10 State of the art of testing of feedingstuffs for the presence of proteins of animal 
origin 

11 Update on activities of the European Commission in the field of BSE-TSE 

12 Discussion on the future of the EFSA Scientific Network on BSE and TSE 
13 Date and venue for next meeting and AOB

14 Closure of the meeting 
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Participants 
 
Members: 
Austria (Herbert Budka), Belgium and Luxembourg (Stefan Roels), Bulgaria (Ilian 
Boykovski), Czech Republic (Pavel Vodrazka), Cyprus (Penelope Stylianou), Estonia 
(Olga Piirik), Finland (Hannele Tapiovaara), France (Stéphane Larraché), Greece (Eleni 
Chondrokouki), Hungary (Nóra Bakos), Ireland (John Griffin), Italy (Giuseppe Ru), 
Latvia (Edvins Olsevskis), Poland (Miroslaw Polak), Romania (Theodora Vasile), 
Slovenia (Ivan Ambrozic and Polona Juntes), Slovak Republic (Janiuk Lubomir), Spain 
(Maria del Carmen Sanchez Morillo), Sweden (Maria Noremark) and UK (Irene Hill). 
 
Observers: 
Switzerland (Peter Braam), Norway (Bjorn Nass), Croatia (Zeljko Mihaljevic), the 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (Ana Ivanovska Zdravkovska), Turkey 
(Hıkmet Un), Albania (Ariela Struga), Bosnia and Herzegovina (Senad Prasovic), 
Montenegro (Nikola Pejovic) and Serbia (Slavica Nikolic Stajkovic). 
 
European Commission: 
DG Health and Consumer Protection (Martial Plantady and Fabien Schneegans). 
 
Invited Experts: 
Gilbert Berben (EU Reference Laboratory for Animal Proteins in Feedingstuffs) 
 
EFSA  
Marta Hugas (Chair, Head of Unit, Biological Hazards (BIOHAZ) Unit), Luis Vivas-
Alegre (BIOHAZ Unit), Fulvio Barizzone (BIOHAZ Unit), Pietro Stella (BIOHAZ 
Unit) and Saadia Noorani (Advisory Forum and Scientific Cooperation (AFSCO) Unit). 
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Minutes 
1. Opening, welcome and apologies for absence 

The chair welcomed the participants to the 6th meeting of the EFSA Scientific Network on BSE-
TSE. Apologies were received from Denmark, Germany, the Netherlands, Lithuania, Portugal 
and Kosovo under UN Security Council Resolution 1244.  

2. Declaration of interest 

No conflicts of interest of a general nature were identified for any of the persons attending the 
meeting. 

3. Adoption of the agenda  

The draft agenda was adopted.  

4. Briefing by on Action Points from the 2011 Network meeting 

The Network Members and Observers were briefed by the BIOHAZ Unit on the 
accomplishment of the action points from the previous meeting: (i) Animal by-products issues 
are considered by EFSA in close contact with the Commission, (ii) the OIE has been invited to 
this meeting but has advised that participating in 2013 would be more beneficial for the network, 
(iii) a questionnaire has been developed to gather feedback on BSE-TSE activities from the 
Network Members and Observers, and (iv) the EU Reference Laboratory for Animal Proteins in 
Feedingstuffs has been invited to present at the current meeting an update on the work that they 
have carried out.  

5. Replies to a questionnaire on activities from Members and Observers on BSE-TSE 

The BIOHAZ Unit presented an overview of the replies received from the Network Members 
and Observers on BSE-TSE related issues. General conclusions of the presentation were:  

• BSE-TSE risk assessment activities were carried out in only in a few countries in the 
referred period. Those activities covered several BSE-TSE aspects, ranging from human 
exposure assessment to the BSE agent to environmental persistence of TSE infectivity. 

• There are several issues that are of interest to the Members and Observers, most of 
which are addressed by the agenda prepared for this meeting. 

• On the question of discriminatory testing of BSE positive cases, most of the replies from 
the EU MSs show that it is currently done or there is the possibility to do it (in the case 
of positive cases been found). 

Following the presentation from the BIOHAZ Unit, France (Stéphane Larraché) presented an 
update of the BSE-TSE activities of the French agency ANSES (French Agency for Food, 
Environmental and Occupational Health and Safety). These included an ongoing assessment in 
France of the benefit of French TSE control rules in small ruminants compared to EU rules. 
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6. BSE-TSE activities of EFSA’s Panel and Unit on Biological Hazards  

The BIOHAZ Unit presented recent and ongoing BSE-TSE activities of the EFSA’s Panel and 
Unit on Biological Hazards. The activities presented, included: 

• Concluded: QRA tallow diverging Scientific Opinions (Q-2006-00336) and Evaluation 
new TSE rapid tests (Q-2008-327, 455 TO 560). 

• Ongoing: Sample size healthy slaughtered cattle (Q-2011-01175), Revision Norwegian 
BSE monitoring programme (Q-2012-00577), BSE risk in bovine intestines and 
mesentery (Q-2012-00247), Resistance to Classical scrapie in goats in Cyprus (Q-2012-
00669), Scrapie situation in the EU after 10 years of monitoring and control (Q-2012-
00646) and TSE transmission via in vivo derived embryo transfer in ovine (Q-2012-
00647). 

7. Atypical BSE: scientific knowledge and EU epidemiological situation 

Poland (Miroslaw Polak) presented a comprehensive and detailed review of the different aspects 
of Atypical BSE. This included considerations on the biology, epidemiology, zoonotic potential 
and sensitivity of current testing practices for BSE in cattle in the EU for detecting Atypical 
BSE. The biochemical profiles of field cases of different types of BSE were described. The 
clinical manifestations of the different types of BSE in cattle experimentally infected with H-
Type BSE and L-Type BSE were shown. The methodology for classification of BSE isolates 
proposed by the EU Reference Laboratory for TSEs was highlighted as a reference point1. 

8. The EFSA Information Exchange Platform 

The AFSCO Unit presented the details of the EFSA Information Exchange Platform (IEP), 
including a practical demonstration on how to access this online. An overview of the type of 
documents that can be found in the IEP was presented. At the same time, it was explained that 
there is a contact point included for each of the documents present in the IEP and that it is 
possible to share the documents with non-network members. 

9. Presentation of the study on a relevant long-term impact of the circulation of a 
potentially contaminated vaccine on the distribution of scrapie in Italy: Results from a 
retrospective cohort study 

The Italian representative (Giuseppe Ru) presented the details of a retrospective cohort study 
assessing the long-term impact of the use of a potentially contaminated vaccine against 
contagious agalactia in 1997 in the distribution of scrapie in Italy. The study follows previous 
assessments identifying an increase in the occurrence of scrapie outbreaks in the period from 
1995 to 2002. The methodology and results of the recently published cohort study linking a large 
proportion of scrapie outbreaks to exposure to the infected vaccine was presented.  

 

                                                
1 Available at: http://vla.defra.gov.uk/science/docs/sci_tse_rl_2blot.pdf  
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10. State of the art of testing of feedingstuffs for the presence of proteins of animal origin 

Dr Gilbert Berben (Deputy Director of the EU Reference Laboratory for Proteins of Animal 
Origin in Feedingstuffs (EU RLAPF) presented the progress achieved so far in the field of 
testing feedingstuffs for the presence of proteins of animal origin. The research work of the EU 
RLAPF is carried out in the light of potential future changes to the EU animal protein feed ban. 
In order to have adequate control in the use of proteins of animal origin in farm animal feed, one 
part of the control chain is to have validated test methodologies for the analysis of the presence 
of these animal proteins and the identification of the species of origin. The advantages and 
limitations of the different methods available were presented, including some novel approaches 
still under development.     

11. Update on activities of the European Commission in the field of BSE-TSE 

The European Commission presented an update on current and foreseen activities in the field of 
BSE-TSE policy and legislation. This included issues that have resulted recent requests to EFSA 
for scientific advice. Furthermore, some details of the 2011 annual report of TSEs that will be 
published in due course2 were presented.  

12. Discussion on the future of the EFSA Scientific Network on BSE and TSE 

Due to the duration of the meeting going beyond scheduled, it was agreed to collect views on 
future issues to be discussed in the Network and in future meetings via a questionnaire. This will 
be coordinated by the BIOHAZ Unit.  

13. Date and venue for next meeting and AOB 

It was agreed to hold a Network meeting in 2013, preferably after the summer break. The exact 
date and venue remain to be confirmed.  

14. Closure of the meeting 

The Chair acknowledged the attendance to the meeting. This was closed at 13.00 h. 

 

                                                
2 Already published online at the time of publication of this minutes: 
http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/biosafety/tse_bse/monitoring_annual_reports_en.htm  


