,Quality of Science*

EFSA Workshop on
Independence and Scientific

Decision-Making Processes

12. October 2011

Brussels

Dr. Christoph Then,
Testbiotech e.V.
Munchen
www.testbiotech.org

christoph.then@testbiotech.org



I Problems discussed currently concerning
I 'Quality of Science' of EFSA

Conflict of interest among panel experts

Y

Biased approach in risk assessment

Y

Missing scientific standards

A\

Major deficiencies in assessing specific applications

A\
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I Example: ILSI infiltrating EFSA and
I influencing scientific standards
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I Comparative risk assessment:
I A concept created by biotech industry

»
European Food Safety Authority <:>
ommitted to ensuring that Europe’s food is safe



Example: missing
scientific standards
in case of SmartStax
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I Which scientific standards are applied?
- CEF-Panel/ Bisphenol A: Scientific standards are used to
I reject relevant findings from independent researchers ...

> GMO Panel: Papers from industry are accepted that would
never have been passed a peer reviewed process ....

»  Soft criteria such as 'biological relevance' or it is unlikely’
are used to draw final conclusions, yet uncertainties are not
indicated properly...

- International standards are referenced without securing that

they meet the requirements stated in EU regulations...
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I Some recommendations to assure
I 'Quality of Science'

I »  Set strong rules and high standards for conflict of interests.
- Exclude 'industry' from the management board and instead
involve a broader spectrum of stakeholders without vested
economic interests.
- Establish new referee institutions dealing with scientific
standards and controversial opinions.

> Organise heterogeneity of expertise among expert panels.

www.testbiotech.org



I To be addressed by the risk manager: How
I to organise independent risk research?

,Member States and the Commission should ensure that systematic
I and independent research on the potential risks involved in the
deliberate release or the placing on the market of GMOs is
conducted. The necessary resources should be secured for such
research by Member States and the Community in accordance
with their budgetary procedures and independent researchers
should be given access to all relevant material, while respecting

intellectual property rights.”

EU Directive 2001/18





