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Statement on Independence 

Reiner Wittkowski
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Specific interests will affect:

 which research questions are asked

 choice of study design

 interpretation of the results

 discussion on practical consequences of study outcome

Science is „interest-driven“
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Criteria for scientific independence
(defined by Prof. Dr. Armin Grundwald)

 without any prejudice

= complete openness for all outcomes/results

 freedom from bias

= perfectly objective method is used to gather results

 autonomy

= absence of an external authority that issues directives

Grundwald A. Scientific independence as a constitutive part of parliamentary technology assessment. Science and Public 

Policy 2006 33(2):103–113

Is it possible to guarantee 100% scientific independence ??
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 interests of manufacturers

 interests of competitors

 other financial interests

 interests of „dramatic presentation“

 interests of researchers (becoming well-known)

 interests of various scientific professions

 personal and career interests

Risk assessment and conflicts of interests 
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Industry - financial interests
- confirming own hypothesis

Universities - external funding
- confirming own hypothesis

Public Authorities    - directives from superiour authorities 
(does not apply to BfR, DTU, ANSES & other agencies)
- confirming own hypothesis

Scientific risk assessments of public authorities –
Potential conflict of interests of experts from:

Conclusion: 
Public authorities are best suited to conduct objective risk 
assessment
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 independent discussion

 standardisation and harmonisation

Good scientific practice - in the area of risk assessment 
- should foster:

Science and authorised research for political consultations 
must therefore be completely free of all biased interests
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EFSA public consultation:
Policy of Independence and scientific decision making process of EFSA
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EFSA public consultation:
Policy of Independence and scientific decision making process of EFSA

Footnote 22: „Implementing act to the policy on declaration of interests -
Procedure for identifying and handling potential conflicts of interest“

…
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… in BfR view this is in opposition to:

 EFSA Founding regulation (EC) No 178/2002, preamble (51)

 EFSA Founding regulation (EC) No 178/2002, Art. 22(7)
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 Recusing experts of national risk assessment bodies may impede 
mutual assistance in the field of food safety

 Aim towards mutual recognition of risk assessments conducted in 
MS

- to reduce double work

- efficient use of resources 

 Differentiate between good and bad science 

BfR suggestions
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 close cooperation between national and European risk 
assessment authorities needed - as postulated in EFSA„s 
Founding Regulation

Vision

Conducting the best science based risk assessments
to protect consumers in Europe

 Gathering knowledge and best practices in risk assessment

 Using harmonised methods and standardised procedures

 Considering the possibility to apply the approach of pesticide 
assessment to other fields of risk assessment  increasing the 
robustness and quality of the scientific assessment by an 
independent review process
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Thank you for your attention

Reiner Wittkowski

Federal Institute for Risk Assessment
Thielallee 88-92  D-14195 Berlin
Tel. +49 30 - 184 12 - 0  Fax +49 30 - 184 12 - 47 41
leitung@bfr.bund.de  www.bfr.bund.de




