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Agenda 
   

 
1. Welcome and practicalities  
2. Declaration of  potential conflict of interests 
3. Agenda adoption 
4. Adoption of the minutes of the 3rd meeting of the Networking Group  
5. SSD implementation project: EFSA experience 
6. SSD implementation project: reporting countries experience 
7. Review of the Data Transmission User Guide   
8. Review of the EFSA Guidance Document on the use of SSD for the pesticide monitoring data 

submission  
9. Review of template for “2-page summary”  

10. Review of the controlled terminologies used to report the 2009 pesticide monitoring data  
11. Guidance doc Data exchange  
12. Agreements 
13. Future meetings 
14. AOB 
 

1. Welcome and apologies 

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were received from Angela Göbel and 
Christian Sieke (Germany) and Helena Cook (UK). 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Adoption of the minutes of the 3rd meeting of the Networking Group 
The minutes of the 3rd meeting of the Networking Group were adopted without changes. 

4. Declarations of interest 
In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Declarations of Interests, EFSA screened the Annual 
Declaration of Interests (ADoI) filled in by the experts invited for the present meeting. No 
conflicts of interests related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified 
during the screening process or at the beginning of this meeting. 



 
 

 
 

 

5. Discussions 

At the 4th meeting of the Networking Group, the 3 main key objectives of the meeting were 
the finalisation and approval of the Guidance Document on the use of the EFSA Standard 
Sample Description for the reporting of data on the control of pesticide residues in food and 
feed according to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005, the agreement on the template for the "Two-
page summary" ( as part of the Guidance Document above mentioned), and the revision 
(extension) and correction of the catalogues for standardised terminology to be used for the 
preparation of 2010 datasets on pesticide residue monitoring. EFSA informed that if the 
meeting agrees on the final versions of the guidance document and on the changes of the 
catalogues, these will be presented at the meeting of the Standing Committee on the Food 
Chain and Animal Health (SCoFCAH – pesticide residue section). There, EFSA will seek a 
formal agreement with all Member State delegations and the European Commission on the 
use of the Standard Sample Description (SSD) for the future reporting and submission of the 
pesticide monitoring data; if – at the SCOFCAH meeting (Brussels, 9-10 December 2010) all 
delegations will express a favourable unanimous opinion, the Committee will take note of this 
(in line with Art 31.2 of Regulation (EC) No 396/2005).  

EFSA presented the results of the newly-published 2010 Eurobarometer survey, which was 
commissioned by EFSA, on consumer's perceptions on food-related risks. The research 
objectives were to gain insights into consumer concerns relating to food and risks associated 
with the food chain and to monitor the level of consumer confidence in public authorities on 
food safety-related issues. Pesticide residues in fruit, vegetables and cereals is of overall 
highest concern in 12 Member States; therefore, the meeting participants were recalled 
about the importance of collecting good quality monitoring data in order to perform an 
accurate consumer’s exposure assessment based or real, measured pesticide residue levels 
in food and to provide the European citizens with a sound assessment of the actual potential 
risk to consumer's health in relation to pesticide residues. 

EFSA acknowledged the hard work done by the colleagues in the Member States and EFTA 
countries in implementing the SSD. EFSA reviewed the project of the SSD implementation. 
All reporting countries were able to provide the results of the 2009 control activities in line 
with the new requirements of the SSD. In comparison to the previous year's data 
submissions, no delays were experienced due to the national SSD implementation; where 
necessary, EFSA has provided the reporting countries with different forms of support; in 
particular, the training on the use of the SSD and the testing environment on the EFSA web 
application Data Collection Framework (DCF) prior the final data submission have been 
appreciated by the reporting organisations. A range of solutions have been used by reporting 
organisations during the SSD implementation. Major difficulties were encountered in the use 
of the controlled terminology in relation to residue definitions for pesticides; data file size was 
also an issue, which has been largely remedied. Overall, with the full implementation of the 
SSD the data submission-validation-acceptance cycle has greatly improved, the level of 
detailed information is increased; the latter will allow EFSA to perform a more accurate 
exposure assessment and more powerful data analysis to be presented in the EFSA Annual 
Reports on Pesticide Residues.  

Currently, no country reported technical difficulties that would request additional support form 
EFSA in 2011. The revision (correction and extension) of the pesticide name catalogue is 
recommended by the reporting organisations. EFSA clarified that amendments to the 
catalogues will be kept to a minimum, while the XSD schema will remain unchanged.  

The amendments of the Guidance Document on the use of the EFSA Standard Sample 
Description for the reporting of data on the control of pesticide residues in food and feed 
according to Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 were discussed. In particular, the reporting of 



 
 

 
 

 

analytical measurements of pesticide residue levels according to the legal residue definitions 
was widely discussed.  

Furthermore, the EFSA Data Transmission Guide, which is a document that addresses the 
data transmission mechanisms, file formats, security requirements and message exchange 
protocols (including validation messages) to be used when data are transmitted by means of 
the SSD, was presented.  

Finally, the EFSA Data Provider User Guide was presented at the meeting. This document 
describes the use of the DCF application, which is designed to report to EFSA food and feed 
safety data collected by Member States and EEA1 countries into datasets to support Risk 
assessment analysis at EU level.  

EFSA informed that the test environment on the DCF for the 2010 data submission will open 
early 2011; the environment for the final transmission will open in April 2010. The 2010 data 
collection will close on 31/08/2011 (legal deadline). For the 2010 data collection EFSA will 
make available for the reporting countries a compilation of the EC MRLs applicable in 2010 
for the pesticide/crop combinations included in 2010 EU coordinated control programme.  

 

Agreements 
 
“Guidance Document on the use of the EFSA Standard Sample Description for the 
reporting of data on the control of pesticide residues in food and feed according to 
Regulation (EC) No 396/2005”: The Networking Group  agreed on the final changes of the 
document. The document will be presented at the December meeting of the Standing 
Committee on the Food Chain and Animal Health (pesticide residues section) for the taking 
note according to the provisions set out in Article 31.2 of Regulation (EC) No 396/2005.  

 

“Two-page summary” template: A final agreement on the structure and content of the 
proposed template for the “two-page summary” document was reached. The document has 
been renamed "National summary report" and will be used starting with the reporting of 
additional, complementary information in support to the national data and information 
provided in the XML file in line with the SSD data model for the 2010 monitoring data. 

 

“Catalogues for standardised terminology to be used for the preparation of 2010 
datasets on pesticide residue monitoring”: the meeting agreed on the changes in the list 
of the terminologies to be used to the 2010 data collection. EFSA will revise the standardised 
terminology and make it available in January 2011, before the opening of the test 
environment for the 2010 data transmission. 

 

AOB 
No additional issues were raised at the meeting. 

 

Next meeting date 
The 5th Networking Group meeting will be held in Parma on 2-3 March 2011.  

                                                      
1 Only EEA countries who have signed the EEA agreement concerning agricultural issues. 


