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Parma, 04 November 2010  

 

Minutes from the meeting of the Task Force on Zoonoses Data Collection – 

Consultation meeting on the Community Food-borne Outbreak Reporting 

System 

 
Brussels, 21 October 2010 

 

AGENDA: 

 

1. Welcome and introduction 

2. Declaration of Interests  

3. Objectives of collecting information on food-borne outbreaks and the difficulties faced with 

the current system on reporting food-borne outbreaks 

4. Proposal for revision of the food-borne outbreaks reporting “Updated technical 

specifications for harmonised reporting of food-borne outbreaks through the Community 

reporting system in accordance with Directive 2003/99/EC”  

5. Discussion groups 

6. General discussion and conclusions 

 

PARTICIPANTS: 

Members and other National, ECDC or Commission representatives: 

Peter Much (Austria), Luc Vanholme (Belgium), Aleksandra Miteva (Bulgaria), Marta Prikazska 

(the Czech Republic), Christodoulos Pipis (Cyprus), Anne Louise Krogh (Denmark), Eve Kukk 

(Estonia), Taina Niskanen (Finland), Nathalie Pihier (France), Theologia Sideroglou (Greece), 

Katalin Krisztalovics (Hungary), Simona Iannetti (Italy), Zana Milisiunaite (Lithuania), Joseph 

Schon (Luxembourg), Enne De Boer (the Netherlands), Ingrid Friesema (the Netherlands), 

Patricia Inacio (Portugal), Ioana Neghirla (Romania), Jana Kerlik (Slovakia), Eva Grilc 

(Slovenia), Luisa Sanchez Serrano (Spain), Mats Lindblad (Sweden), Christine Little (the United 

Kingdom),  Angela Lahuerta (ECDC).  

Observers: 

Drazen Knezevic (Croatia), Guzin Sahin (Turkey). 

FBO WG members: 

Bob Adak, Mariann Chriél, John Cowden, Gilles Delmas, Katelijne Dierick, Judith Hilton, 

Grzegorz Madajczak, Darina O’Flanagan, Gloria Hernandez Pezzi, Annette Reinecke, Yvonne 

van Duynhoven, Dirk Werber  

 

EFSA: 

Pia Mäkelä (Chair), Valentina Rizzi, Fabrizio Abbinante, Marco Leoni, Miriam Grasselli and 

Simona Fusar Poli (Administration). 
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MEETING NOTES: 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

The Chair welcomed the participants, and presented the members of the food-borne outbreak 

working group. The aim of the meeting was to discuss the new proposed specification for 

reporting of food-borne outbreaks to the EU level, and particularly to learn the views of the 

Member States (MSs). 

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

None of the participants declared additional interests related to the subject of the meeting.  

3. OBJECTIVES OF COLLECTING INFORMATION ON FOOD-BORNE OUTBREAKS AND THE 

DIFFICULTIES FACED WITH THE CURRENT SYSTEM ON REPORTING FOOD-BORNE 

OUTBREAKS 

Mariann Chriél (DTU) gave a presentation about the current Community Outbreak Reporting 

System (CORS). The characteristics of the CORS were explained as well the difficulties 

encountered during the reporting and the analysis of the data. Most of the verified outbreaks have 

been reported by few MSs, and some MSs have felt that also some other outbreaks would have 

merited detailed data reporting.  There have been different interpretations on the evidence needed 

for verified outbreak. Not all MSs investigate and report household outbreaks. Reporting of 

aggregated data of the verified outbreaks have hampered the data analyses and caused lost of some 

data. Some MSs have had legal issues regarding the term of “verified” outbreak. 

It was, however, observed that the quality of the data reported on the food-borne outbreaks has 

improved along the years and by the implementation of the CORS.    

4. PROPOSAL FOR REVISION OF THE FOOD-BORNE OUTBREAKS REPORTING 

“UPDATED TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS FOR HARMONISED REPORTING OF FOOD-

BORNE OUTBREAKS THROUGH THE COMMUNITY REPORTING SYSTEM IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH DIRECTIVE 2003/99/EC”  

John Cowden gave an overview on the draft proposal for revision of the CORS. He pointed out the 

objectives of the system, which should provide sufficient evidence for defining priorities and 

policies at EU level. The objective is not to prompting immediate control measures. The main 

changes to the current system include the abandoning of the classification of the outbreaks to 

possible and verified ones. According to the new specifications MSs should report detailed data on 

outbreaks where suspicion of the food vehicle is based on strong evidence and only aggregated 

data for outbreaks where the suspicion is based on weak evidence or no food vehicle is implicated. 

Examples for strong evidence were given.   

5. DISCUSSION GROUPS  

The participants were divided into three subgroups to discuss and address the following questions: 

Subgroup 1: Relevance of data; number of outbreaks 

1. Do the new reporting specifications enable the collection of relevant data on food-borne 

outbreaks at the Community level? 

2. What are the advantages and disadvantages of the new food-borne outbreak reporting 

specifications? 
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3. Is the number of reported outbreaks with detailed data (strong evidence) going to increase when 

the new specifications are applied? 

 

Subgroup 2: Nature of evidence 

1. Is the categorisation of the nature of evidence implicating the food vehicle adequate and clear? 

2. Are the Member States able to report their food-borne outbreak data using the new reporting 

specifications?  

3. Are the new reporting specifications an improvement compared to the current one? 

 

Subgroup 3: Strength of evidence 

1. Is the division of the outbreaks according to the strength of evidence implicating the food vehicle 

(strong, weak) feasible and clearly presented?   

2. Are the Member States able to report their food-borne outbreak data using the new reporting 

specifications? 

3. What difficulties the new reporting specifications may cause? 

 

The outcomes from the subgroup discussions were presented and the participants were generally 

satisfied with the proposed new reporting specifications. They also agreed that the new system 

proposed is clear and feasible and seems adequate for the collection of relevant data on food-borne 

outbreaks at Community level.  

The subgroup 1 saw that the new reporting specifications provide for relevant data on the food-

borne outbreaks to the Community level, also in case of household outbreaks when they are 

investigated. The disadvantages of the system were seen to be differences in interpretation between 

MSs, which could be overcame by training and sharing experience between MSs. The advantages 

included making explicit that descriptive epidemiology alone can provide strong evidence. Also the 

system will allow detailed data from more outbreaks to be reported. It was indeed foreseen that the 

number of reported outbreaks with detailed data would increase.  

The subgroup 2 concluded that the proposed categorisation of evidence was clear. Furthermore all 

the MSs represented in the group informed that they would be able to report in accordance with the 

new system.  The new system was not seen to change too much the current one, but it should be 

made clearer in the report what will the changes be. Also the importance of training of the local 

reporters was underlined.  

The subgroup 3 regarded the division of outbreaks based on the strength of evidence feasible. Good 

definition for strong evidence was provided in the report, but there is further need for examples in 

the reporting manual. However, interpretation of the strength by MSs may cause differences in the 

reporting. Also early implementation of the new specifications may cause some difficulties in 

practice. 

6. GENERAL DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 

The general conclusion was that the participants of the meeting were in favour of the proposed new 

reporting specification for food-borne outbreaks to the EU level. The report on the proposed new 

reporting specifications were generally found clear, but it could still be clarified what are the 

differences to the current reporting system.  The participants were invited to provide cases drawn 

from recent experience to be included in the reporting manual as regards of the implementation of 

the strength of evidence. 

A need for training in the reporting of food-borne outbreaks was expressed and EFSA promised to 

address the issue with the European Commission that has continuous training programmes on food 
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safety. However, it was agreed that EFSA will organise annual workshops on food-borne outbreak 

reporting where the MSs can share the experiences and interpretations of the reporting 

specifications.  These workshops could take place in April, when the data from the previous year are 

available. EFSA will also investigate the possibility to create a discussion forum to share cases and 

opinions between MSs’ reporters on web. 

Most of MSs were in favour of starting to use the new system for reporting 2010 food-borne 

outbreak data; thus the new CORS should be implemented for the 2011 reporting season.  

Additional comments on the draft report on the reporting specifications could still be sent by email 

25 October 2010.  In light of all the comments and feed-back received the working group on food-

borne outbreaks will finalise the report in November 2010 and after that the report will be sent for 

formal consultation to the Task Force on Zoonoses Data Collection and to the ECDC’s Food-

borne and Waterborne Disease network. The document will also be presented for discussion at the 

next Task Force meeting on 9-10 November 2010. 


