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Prevent entry and spread of harmful organisms  
(crops, forests, natural environments) 

 Recommendations on pests which should be 
regulated as quarantine pests (EPPO A1 and A2 Lists)  

 Prepare standards (e.g. phytosanitary measures, 
diagnostic protocols) 
 

Provide information to EPPO members on pests 
 Regulated pests  
 Pests which may present a risk to the EPPO region 

 



Intensification and diversification of 
commercial exchanges of plants  

and plant products  

More accidental 

introductions  

of pests 



NPPO of Spain - International Conference  ‘Red palm weevil control 
strategy for Europe’ (Valencia, 2010-05-05/06) 

SPAIN: Rhynchophorus ferrugineus 

Estimated costs of official control from 2002 to 
2009: 

 45 500 000 euros 

UNITED KINGDOM: Phytophthora ramorum and P. kernoviae 

Research and development + containment and eradication =  

5 800 000 euros per year 

Williams et al. (2010) The economic cost of invasive non-native species  
on Great Britain. CABI Wallingford, UK, 197 pp. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6f/Rhynchophorus_ferrugineus_Roma_1.jpg


NPPOs need to define their strategies in advance, or as soon as 
possible to: 

 Initiate PRA activities 

 Draft contingency plans 

 Elaborate surveillance programmes, diagnostic tools 

 Implement eradication/containment programmes 

 Implement prohibitions/restrictions on plant movements 

 Prepare information/communication material for 
stakeholders … 

 



Early warning: what is the trigger? 

 New introductions of pests 

 Expansion of geographical distribution  
(EPPO region and elsewhere) 

 New host plants 

 New vectors 

 Increase of damage 

 Progress in taxonomy… 

Something new or unusual … 



• Manage an early warning system (Alert 
List) and maintain a baseline (database) 

• Evaluate the risks presented by potentially 
invasive pests (PRA) 

• Make recommendations on pests which 
should be regulated in Europe (standards) 





Bibliographic search 

• Peer-reviewed international 
journals 

• CAB Plant Protection 
Database 

• National journals 
e.g. Entomologia Croatica, Gesunde 
Pflanzen, Növényvédelem, Ochrona 
Roslin, Phytoma, Phytoma-España.  

• Conference proceedings 

• Books 

 

Over 100 
publications 
reviewed! 



‘Traditional' data collection 



Internet data collection 

• Mailing lists: NAPPO Alert 
List, ProMED, PestLens… 

• Online databases (often pest 
specific) 

• Google (key words) 
 



Data provided by NPPOs (outbreaks) 

• PM 1/5 Format for pest reports to 
harmonize data collection 

• Directly to EPPO (or via IPPC website) 

 

Notifications on non-compliance of imported 
consignments (via Europhyt or directly from 
NPPOs for non-EU) 

Official pest reports 



EPPO network 

Experts from Panels 
- Panels specialized on pests (diagnostics) 

- Panels dedicated to forestry, potato 

Network of scientists 
 



Reliability of information – ISPM no. 8 

Sources of information are taken into account 
according to their reliability (ISPM 8) 

 





 Initiated in 1999 

 Provides early warning 

 Suggests possible candidates  
for Pest Risk Analysis 

 Freely available on the EPPO website:  
www.eppo.org/QUARANTINE/Alert_List/alert_list.htm 

 



 

The Alert List is constantly updated 
by the EPPO Secretariat  

Each pest is reviewed critically 
every year by EPPO experts: 

possible candidates for Pest Risk 
Analysis are selected 

when alert has been given and if 
no further action is 
recommended, pests are deleted 
after 3 years on the list 



It provides information on: 

• distribution,  

• host plants, 

• biology,  

• damage, 

• transmission, 

• pathway, 

• possible risks 





Free downloads  from the EPPO website: 
www.eppo.int/DATABASES/pqr/pqr.htm 



Insects and nematodes 

Agrilus auroguttatus  

Aproceros leucopoda  

Aromia bungii  

Chrysophtharta bimaculata  

Myiopardalis pardalina 

Neoleucinodes elegantalis  

Ophiomyia kwansonis  

Polygraphus proximus  

Strauzia longipennis 

Thaumastocoris peregrinus 

Xylosandrus crassiusculus  

 

Hederodera zeae 

Meloidogyne ethiopica 

Punctodera chalcoensis  

 

Meloidogyne ethiopica Neoeucinodes 

elegantalis 

Xylosandrus 

crassiusculus 

Agrilus 
auroguttatus 

http://photos.eppo.org/albums/pests/Insects/Xylosandrus_crassiusculus__XYLBCR_/XYLBCR_08.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/7/76/Xylosandrus_crassiusculus_galleryR.jpg


Fungi Bacteria Viruses 

Chalara fraxinea  

Diplocarpon mali 

Geosmithia morbida and its insect 
vector  (Pityophthorus juglandis)  

Heterobasidion irregulare 

 

Acidovorax citrulli 

Maize redness (Stolbur 
phytoplasma) 

Pseudomonas syringae pv. aesculi 

Syndrome des basses richesses 

Hosta virus X 

Tomato apical stunt pospiviroid 

 

Diplocarpon mali Hosta virus X 

Acidovorax 

citrulli 

Maize redness 

 

Geosmithia morbida 

Pseudomonas 

syringae pv. aesculi 



Special alert on the 
EPPO website: 
particular case of 
Xylella fastidiosa  
(an already 
regulated pest) 



Share pest alerts on social networks 



Scoop.it is a free website which generates e-magazines (web pages).  
For the EPPO Secretariat, the aim is to: 
 
• Collect instant information from the web on various subjects  
• Create a small community (follow some other topics and attract followers) 
• Share information with other social networks: twitter and facebook 

Pest Alerts: http://www.scoop.it/t/pest-alerts 
Pests on videos: http://www.scoop.it/t/pests-on-videos 
Pest Risk Analysis: http://www.scoop.it/t/pest-risk-analysis 
Diagnostic activities for plant pests: http://www.scoop.it/t/diagnostic-for-pests 
Invasive Alien Plants: http://www.scoop.it/t/invasive-alien-plants 
Communication and citizen sciences on pests and invasive alien species: 
http://www.scoop.it/t/communication-and-citizen-sciences-on-pests-and-
invasive-alien-species 





Thank you for your attention 


