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PREAMBLE 

This Agreement (‘the Agreement’) is between the following parties:  

on the one part, 

THE EUROPEAN FOOD SAFETY AUTHORITY, hereinafter referred to as “the Authority”, 

established by Regulation (EC) No 178/20021 of the European Parliament and of the Council 

laying down the general principles and requirements of food law, establishing the European 

Food Safety Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food safety, as amended 

by Regulation (EU) 2019/1381 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June 

2019 on the transparency and sustainability of the EU risk assessment in the food chain, 

with offices on Via Carlo Magno 1/A, I-43126 Parma (Italy), represented for the purposes 

of signature of this Agreement by Mr Nikolaus Kriz, Executive Director, 

and  

on the other part, 

‘the coordinator’: 

[full official name] [ACRONYM] 

[official legal status or form] 

[official registration No] 

[official address in full] 

[VAT number], 

[PIC number] 

represented for the purposes of signature of this Framework agreement by [function, 

forename and surname] 

[same for each additional beneficiary] 

Unless otherwise specified, references to ‘beneficiary’ or ‘beneficiaries’ include the 
coordinator and affiliated entities (if any). 

If only one beneficiary signs the framework partnership (‘mono-beneficiary framework 
partnership’), all provisions referring to the ‘coordinator’ or the ‘beneficiaries’ will be 
considered — mutatis mutandis — as referring to the beneficiary. 

The parties referred to above have agreed to enter into this Agreement.  

By signing this Agreement and the accession forms, the beneficiaries accept the framework 
partnership and agree to implement it and the grants entered into, in accordance with the 
framework partnership agreement and the grant agreements and with all the obligations 
and the terms and conditions they set out.  

 

1
      OJ L 31 of 01.02.2002 

http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/pri/en/oj/dat/2002/l_031/l_03120020201en00010024.pdf
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This Agreement is composed of: 

Preamble 

Terms and Conditions  

Annex 1  Call for proposals and the awarded action 

Annex 2     Accession forms (only applicable in case of FPA award to a consortium) 

Annex 3 Model specific grant agreement (separate document published with the call) 
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CHAPTER 1  GENERAL 

ARTICLE 1 — SUBJECT OF THE AGREEMENT  

This Agreement establishes a long-term cooperation (‘framework partnership’) for the 
award of EU grants for Joint programming for risk assessments in vector-borne diseases: 
Lot 1 - Risk Assessments in northern EU; Lot 2 - Risk Assessments in southern EU; Lot 3 
- Risk Assessments in western EU; Lot 4 - Risk Assessments in eastern EU. 

ARTICLE 2 — DEFINITIONS  

For the purpose of this Agreement, the following definitions apply: 

Actions The projects carried out in the specific grants awarded under the 
framework partnership. 

Grants The specific grants awarded under the framework partnership. 

Participants Entities participating in the framework partnership as beneficiaries, 
affiliated entities or associated partners. 

Beneficiaries  
(BEN) 

The signatories of this Agreement (either directly or through an accession 
form). 

Affiliated entities 
(AE) 

Entities affiliated to a beneficiary within the meaning of Article 190 of EU 
Financial Regulation 2024/2509 which participate in the actions under the 
framework partnership with similar rights and obligations as the 
beneficiaries (obligation to implement action tasks and right to charge 
costs and claim contributions). 

Associated partners  
(AP) 

Entities which participate in the actions under the framework partnership, 
but without the right to charge costs or claim contributions. 

Portal EU Funding & Tenders Portal; electronic portal and exchange system 
managed by the European Commission and used by itself and other EU 
institutions, bodies, offices or agencies for the management of their 
funding programs (grants, procurements, prizes, etc). 

 

CHAPTER 2 FRAMEWORK PARTNERSHIP 

ARTICLE 3 — FRAMEWORK PARTNERSHIP 

3.1  Framework partnership — Action plan 

The framework partnership is awarded to [insert beneficiaries] (‘framework 
partnership’). 

The objectives and activities to be implemented under the framework partnership are set 
out in Annex 1.  

3.2  Award of grants — Grant agreements 

The granting authority may award grants for the activities set out in Annex 1.  

Implementation modalities for the award of grant agreements under this FPA are set out 
in section 1.4 of the Call for Proposals. 

Where the Authority decides to award a grant, it proposes to the partner to sign a grant 
agreement in accordance with the model set out in Annex 3. The grant agreement must 
be signed by the authorized representatives of the parties.  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/2509/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/2509/oj
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By signing the grant agreement, the partner accepts the grant and agrees to implement 
the action acting on its own responsibility and under the terms and conditions set out in 
the Framework agreement and the grant agreement. 

ARTICLE 4 — DURATION, STARTING DATE AND ENVELOPE AMOUNT 

The duration of the Framework Partnership is 48 months from the date of the signature 
of the last party to sign. This period cannot be extended. 

Grant agreements must be signed before the date when the Framework agreement expires. 
Where the actions are carried out after the above-mentioned date, the terms of the 
Framework agreement continue to apply to the implementation of the grant agreements 
for a maximum of 6 months.  

The overall envelope amount for implementation via grant agreements under this FPA, is 
EUR 6,000,000 [six million] across all four lots. However, this does not bind the 
contracting authority to implement grant agreements for the maximum amount. The 
estimated split per lot is EUR 1,500,000 [one million five hundred thousand] and 
EFSA reserves the right to allocate unused funds from a specific lot to a different lot in 
case of operational need during the course of FPA implementation. 

Bank account for payments: [IBAN account number and SWIFT/BIC]. 

 

CHAPTER 3  FRAMEWORK PARTNERSHIP IMPLEMENTATION 

ARTICLE 5 — CONSORTIUM: BENEFICIARIES AND OTHER PARTICIPANTS  

Only participants that are part of the framework partnership consortium can be awarded 
grants, but not all participants in the framework partnership consortium must participate 
in all grants. 

ARTICLE 6 — PROPER IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FRAMEWORK PARTNERSHIP  

The amount of pre-financing payment
2
 will be set out in the Datasheet Article 4.2 of each 

Grant agreement and subject to budget availability of the Authority. 

The beneficiaries must respect the objectives of the framework partnership and implement 
it as described in Annex 1 and endeavour to achieve those objectives also in the 
implementation of the grants awarded under the partnership.  

The beneficiaries must maintain relations of mutual co-operation and regular and 
transparent exchanges of information with the granting authority on: 

- the implementation and follow-up of the action plan and the grants and 

- other matters of common interest related to the framework partnership. 

CHAPTER 4  SUSPENSION AND TERMINATION 

ARTICLE 7 — FRAMEWORK PARTNERSHIP SUSPENSION 

Any of the parties may request the suspension of the framework partnership on duly 
justified grounds.  

 

2
  The aim of the pre-financing is to provide the beneficiary with a float. The pre-financing remains the property 

of the Authority until it is cleared against interim or final payment. The pre-financing payment is made within 
30 days of signature of the Specific Agreement. 
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The party suspending the Agreement must submit a request for amendment (see Article 
10), with: 

- the reasons why 

- the date the suspension takes effect; this date may be before the date of the 
submission of the amendment request and 

- the expected date of resumption. 

The suspension will take effect on the day specified in the amendment. 

Once circumstances allow for implementation to resume, the coordinator must immediately 
request another amendment of the Agreement to set the suspension end date, to set the 
resumption date (one day after suspension end date), extend the duration of the 
partnership and make other changes necessary to adapt the partnership to the new 
situation (see Article 10) — unless the partnership has been terminated (see Article 8). 
The suspension will be lifted with effect from the suspension end date set out in the 
amendment. This date may be before the date of the submission of the amendment 
request. 

ARTICLE 8 — FRAMEWORK PARTNERSHIP OR BENEFICIARY TERMINATION  

8.1 Termination of the Agreement  

Any of the parties may request the termination of the framework partnership on duly 
justified grounds.  

The party terminating the Agreement must submit a request for amendment (see Article 
10), with: 

- the reasons why and 

- the date the termination takes effect (‘termination date’); this date must be after 
the date of the submission of the amendment request. 

The termination will take effect on the termination date specified in the amendment. 

Termination does not release the parties from their obligations under the ongoing grant 
agreements under the framework partnership, unless they have also been terminated.  

Neither party may claim damages due to termination by the other party. 

8.2 Beneficiary termination  

The parties may terminate the participation of one or more beneficiaries in the framework 
partnership on the same grounds and according to the same procedures as those set out 
in the grant agreements. 

The coordinator must then also submit a request for amendment (see Article 10) to adapt 
Annex 1 and, if necessary, addition of one or more new beneficiaries (see Article 11).   

If the request for amendment is rejected by the granting authority, the framework 
partnership agreement may be terminated. 

Termination of the participation does not release the beneficiary concerned from its 
obligations under the ongoing grant agreements under the framework partnership. It 
cannot however participate in new grants signed after the date on which the termination 
takes effect. 
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CHAPTER 5  FINAL PROVISIONS 

ARTICLE 9 — COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE PARTIES 

Communications must be made following the same rules and procedures as those set out 
in the grant agreements.    

ARTICLE 10 — AMENDMENTS  

The parties may request amendments under the same conditions and procedures as those 
set out in the grant agreements. 

ARTICLE 11 — ACCESSION AND ADDITION OF NEW BENEFICIARIES 

Beneficiaries which are not coordinator and new beneficiaries can become party to the 
framework partnership agreement under the same conditions and procedures as those set 
out in the grant agreements. 

ARTICLE 12 — TRANSFER OF THE AGREEMENT  

Transfers of mono-beneficiary framework partnership agreements are possible under the 
same conditions and procedures as those set out in the grant agreements. 

ARTICLE 13 — APPLICABLE LAW AND SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES  

For applicable law and settlement of disputes, the same rules and procedures apply as 
those set out in the grant agreements. 

ARTICLE 14 — ENTRY INTO FORCE 

The Agreement will enter into force on the day of signature by the granting authority or 
the coordinator, depending on which is later.  

ARTICLE 15 — CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

In case of subcontracting, prior to the signature of Specific Agreements to implement the 
FPA, the partner is obliged to provide:  

- A Declaration on Honour (section C. Confirmatory statement of professional 
conflicting interest) (or an Individual DoI in case of natural persons subcontractors 
should they have influence and/or control over scientific outputs) for any new 
proposed subcontractor(s) not included in the Art.36 list;  
 

- A Declaration on Honour (section C. Confirmatory statement of professional 
conflicting interest) (or an Individual DoI in case of natural persons subcontractors 
should they have influence and/or control over scientific outputs) for previously 
agreed subcontractor(s) not included in the Art.36 list in case their CoI situation 
significantly changed during implementation of Specific Agreements under the FPA. 

The Declaration on Honour (section C. Confirmatory statement of professional conflicting 
interest) and Individual DoI will be screened in accordance with the EFSA’s Independence 
policy and the Decision of the Executive Director on Competing Interest Management which 
can be found on the EFSA website.  

SIGNATURES 
For the coordinator For the granting authority 
[function/forename/surname] [forename/surname]  
Done in Done in    

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/decision-ed-on-competing-interest-management-2024.pdf
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ANNEX 1 

 

Call for proposals and the awarded action 
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ANNEX 2 

 

ACCESSION FORM FOR BENEFICIARIES 

[only applicable for FPA’s awarded to consortium] 

BEN legal name (short name):   

PIC: [number] 

established in: [legal address] 

hereby agrees 

to become [beneficiary][coordinator]  

in Agreement GP/EFSA/XXXX/20XX/0X— Title (‘the Agreement’) 

between [COO legal name (short name)] and the THE EUROPEAN FOOD SAFETY 

AUTHORITY represented by Mr Nikolaus Kriz, Executive Director, 

OPTION: for coordinators 

By signing this accession form, the beneficiary accepts the grant and agrees to take on the 
obligations and role of coordinator and to implement it in accordance with the Agreement, 
with all the obligations and terms and conditions it sets out.  
 
OPTION for beneficiaries which are NOT coordinator 
and mandates  

the coordinator to submit and sign in its name and on its behalf the grant agreement 
and any amendments to the Agreement, in accordance with Article 39.  

By signing this accession form, the beneficiary accepts the grant and agrees to implement 
it in accordance with the Agreement, with all the obligations and terms and conditions it 
sets out.  
 
OPTION for new beneficiaries/coordinators  
as from [[insert date]][the date of the signature of the accession form][the date of entry 
into force of the amendment] (‘accession date’) if the granting authority agrees with the 
request for amendment. 

Beneficiaries which enter in the context of a partial transfer of rights and obligations (PTRO; 
‘partial takeover’) acknowledge and accept that they may be held jointly and severally 
liable for undue amounts paid to the beneficiary they replace (i.e recoveries).  

 

SIGNATURE 

For the coordinator / beneficiary / new beneficiary/ new coordinator 

[function/forename/surname]  

[electronic signature] 

Done in [English] on [electronic time stamp]  



FPA September 2023 

11 

 

ANNEX 3 

 

MODEL SPECIFIC GRANT AGREEMENT (AS SEPARATED DOCUMENT) 
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