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INDICATIVE PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 

 

 
Milestone Date1 Comments 

Launch date 20/07/2022 
Date of call publication on EFSA’s website. 

 

Deadline for applicants 
to raise clarification 
questions to EFSA 

21/09/2022 
If, after having read this Call for proposals and guide for applicants, you have 
any questions, you may address them to EFSAProcurement@efsa.europa.eu 
by indicating the Call reference. 

Deadline for EFSA to 
reply to clarification 
questions 

22/09/2022 
Replies will be provided on EFSA’s webpage where this Call is published and 
which the applicants are requested to consult regularly. 

Deadline for submission 
of proposals  

Any proposal posted after 
the final deadline will 

automatically be rejected. 

 

30/09/2022 

Applicants can submit proposals: 

- either by post (registered mail) or by courier not later than 
30/09/2022, in which case the evidence of the date of dispatch shall 
be constituted by the postmark or the date of the deposit slip, to the 
address indicated below. The applicant submitting a proposal by post or 
by courier is requested to send an informative e-mail to 
EFSAProcurement@efsa.europa.eu. 

- or delivered by hand not later than 12.30 hours (Italian time) on 
30/09/2022 to the address indicated below. In this case, a receipt must 
be requested from EFSA as proof of submission, signed and dated by the 
staff member in EFSA Post Office who accepted the delivery. The EFSA 
Post Office is open from 8.30 to 12.30 Monday to Friday. It is closed on 
Saturdays, Sundays and EFSA holidays. 

 

Submission by post, courier or hand to this address:  

European Food Safety Authority - EFSA 

For the attention of – Rita De Bon, Finance Unit (Procurement Team) 

Via Carlo Magno 1/A, I – 43126 Parma, Italy  

 

Proposals must be submitted using the double envelope system. The outer 
envelope should be sealed with adhesive tape, signed across the seal and 
carry the following information: 

- "CALL FOR PROPOSALS GP/EFSA/PLANTS/2022/04 –  

NOT TO BE OPENED BY THE INTERNAL MAIL DEPARTMENT". 

- name of the applicant 

- the posting date should be legible on the outer envelope 

 

Notification of the 
evaluation results 

October 2022 

Estimated.  

Attention: outcome of the present call will be communicated to all applicants 
to the e-mail address indicated in their proposal. Accordingly, applicants who 
have submitted proposals under the present call are strongly invited to check 
regularly the inbox in question. 

Grant agreement(s) 
signature 

December 
2022  Estimated. 

 

 
1 All times are in the time zone of the country of the EFSA. 

mailto:EFSAProcurement@efsa.europa.eu
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1. GRANT OPPORTUNITY AND CONDITIONS
2 

 

 

1.1  LEGAL FRAMEWORK  

 

Article 36 of the Regulation (EC) 178/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 28 January 

2002 laying down the general principles and requirements of food law, establishing the European Food 

Safety Authority and laying down procedures in matters of food safety foresees the possibility to 

financially support networking of organisations operating in the fields within the EFSA’s mission.  

 

In particular, Article 36 (1) stipulates that the Authority shall promote the European networking of 

organisations operating in the fields within the Authority`s mission. The aim of such networking is, in 

particular, to facilitate a scientific cooperation framework, the development and implementation of 

joint projects3, the exchange of expertise and best practices in the fields within the Authority`s 

mission.  

 

On the 19th December 2006 the Management Board, acting on a proposal from the Executive Director, 

drew up a list of competent organisations designated by the Member States which may assist EFSA, 

either individually or in networks, with its mission. This list is regularly updated by EFSA’s Management 

Board. 

 

Article 5 of the Commission Regulation (EC) 2230/2004 of 23 December 2004 laying down detailed 

rules for the implementation of the European Parliament and Council Regulation (EC) 178/2002 with 

regard to the network of organisations operating in the fields within the EFSA’s mission specifies that 

the financial support to the networking organisations shall take the form of subsidies (grants) awarded 

in accordance with the EFSA’s financial regulation and implementing rules. 

 

The present Call for proposals and guide for applicants (hereinafter referred to as “the Call”) is 

procedurally governed by Title VIII of Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 of the European 

Parliament and of the Council of 18 July 2018 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget 

of the Union, amending Regulations (EU) No 1296/2013, (EU) No 1301/2013, (EU) No 1303/2013, 

(EU) No 1304/2013, (EU) No 1309/2013, (EU) No 1316/2013, (EU) No 223/2014, (EU) No 283/2014, 

and Decision No 541/2014/EU and repealing Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012.      

 

This call is based on EFSA’s 2022 Work Programme for grants and operational procurements as 

presented in Annex XII of the Programming Document 2022 – 2024, available on the EFSA’s website
4
.  

 

 

 

 

 
2 The applicant is reminded that this Call and guide for applicants contains a selection of the most important conditions for the 
grant implementation. For the full set of conditions the applicant is invited to consult the draft grant agreement attached to 
this Call.  
3 
Project is frequently referred to in this Call as “action”, in line with EU Financial Regulation terminology. 

4
 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/event/mb-20211216/C05.SPD-2022-2024-4.mb211216-a2.pdf  

 
 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/event/mb-20211216/C05.SPD-2022-2024-4.mb211216-a2.pdf
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1.2  BACKGROUND AND MAIN OBJECTIVE OF THE CALL 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) is the European Union (EU) agency for risk assessment 

in food safety, animal health and plant health. EFSA activities in plant health focus on regulated, new 

and emerging plant pests5 causing a risk to plants in the EU territory. Such activities are carried out 

in line with the EU Plant Health Law (Regulation (EU) 2016/20316 aiming to prevent or reduce the risk 

of entry and spread of new plant pests), by conducting risk assessment7 and supporting the EU plant 

health crisis preparedness.  During its assessment, EFSA identifies and characterises limitations of 

scientific knowledge, evaluating the implications of these uncertainties for its scientific conclusions 

and also prioritising them to identify potential areas for future research.  

The aim of this Call is to address, by collection and analysis of experimental and observational 

evidence, key knowledge gaps and risk assessment uncertainties on Xylella fastidiosa and its vectors.  

 

This call for proposals is divided into two specific lots: 

 

Lot 1. Improving the knowledge on the potential impact of Xylella fastidiosa on forest and 

agriculture trees and shrubs in the EU   

Lot 2. Investigating the biology of the sharpshooter Draeculacephala robinsoni and its capacity 

to transmit Xylella fastidiosa  

 

Applicants can apply for one or both lots. 

 

The specific backgrounds for each Lot are described below. 

 

Specific background to Lot 1: Improving the knowledge on the potential impact of Xylella fastidiosa 

on forest and agriculture trees and shrubs in the EU 

 

Xylella fastidiosa is a vector-transmitted bacterial pathogen associated worldwide with important 

diseases in a wide range of plants, including cultivated plants, forest species and ornamental plants. 

The economic impact for agriculture of X. fastidiosa is huge and influences different sectors, from 

agriculture to forest, landscape and ornamental plants (e.g. see EFSA PLH Panel et al., 2019; Sanchez 

Fernandez et al., 2019). Outbreaks of X. fastidiosa worldwide are mainly caused by three subspecies: 

• X. fastidiosa subsp. fastidiosa causes Pierce’s disease of grapevine and has been found in a 

wide range of perennial plants, shrubs and trees (e.g. see EFSA PLH Panel, 2015; EFSA PLH 

Panel et al., 2018; EFSA et al., 2022); 

• X. fastidiosa subsp. pauca causes citrus variegated chlorosis and the olive quick decline 

syndrome but it is also found in coffee plants and in a wide range of other perennial plants 

(e.g. see EFSA PLH Panel, 2015; EFSA PLH Panel et al., 2018; EFSA et al., 2022); 

• X. fastidiosa subsp. multiplex is linked to many leaf scorch diseases of trees and appears, so 

far, to have the widest host range (see table below). It is the subspecies most reported in 

 
5 A plant pest is defined, in the FAO IPPC international standard ISPM n. 5, as “any species, strain or biotype of plant, animal 
or pathogenic agent injurious to plants or plant products” 
6 See new EU plant health rules at https://ec.europa.eu/food/plants/plant-health-and-biosecurity/eu-plant-health-
legislation/new-eu-plant-health-rules_en 
7 See the EFSA Journal online Virtual Issues: https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.1002/(ISSN)1831-4732.Pest-
categorisations;  https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.2903/(ISSN)18314732.Quantitative-pest-risk-assessments;  
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.2903/(ISSN)1831-4732.Commodity-risk-assessment-for-plant-health-risks  

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.1002/(ISSN)1831-4732.Pest-categorisations
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.1002/(ISSN)1831-4732.Pest-categorisations
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.2903/(ISSN)18314732.Quantitative-pest-risk-assessments
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.2903/(ISSN)1831-4732.Commodity-risk-assessment-for-plant-health-risks
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North America on forest and landscape trees and was found associated with leaf scorch 

diseases of forest species such as oaks also in northern latitudes with cold winters (e.g. see 

Hartman et al.,1995; EFSA PLH Panel, 2015; EFSA PLH Panel et al., 2018; EFSA et al., 2022). 

Table: number of botanical families, plant genera and plant species infected by X. fastidiosa subspecies 

in natural conditions (category A, from EFSA et al., 2022). 

 

subsp. 
Number of 
botanical 
families 

Number of 
plant 

genera 

Number of 
plant 

species 

X. fastidiosa subsp. fastidiosa 21 33 50 

X. fastidiosa subsp. multiplex 46 105 203 

X. fastidiosa subsp. pauca 24 36 53 
 

 

Following the first outbreak of X. fastidiosa in the European Union territory in 2013, EFSA has been 

providing scientific and technical assistance to the EU risk managers to assess the risk and to support 

the EU responsiveness for X. fastidiosa and its vectors, with the publication of several outputs8. 

Currently X. fastidiosa, an EU quarantine plant pest, is under containment with a restricted distribution 

in part of the Apulia region (Italy), in Corsica Island (France) and in Balearic Islands (Spain), whereas 

there are outbreaks under eradication in France, Italy, Portugal and Spain9.  

In the update of the risk assessment of X. fastidiosa for the EU territory (EFSA PLH Panel, 2019), 

models assessing the probability of establishment showed that most of the EU territory may be 

potentially suitable for X. fastidiosa, although the southern EU is most at risk. Differences in the 

estimated areas of potential establishment were evident among X. fastidiosa subspecies, with X. 

fastidiosa subsp. multiplex showing areas of potential establishment further north in the EU compared 

to other subspecies (EFSA PLH Panel, 2019), however there are considerable uncertainties due to data 

limitations, as many older records of the pathogen were only reported at species level (EFSA PLH 

Panel, 2019). The sensitivity of X.  fastidiosa to cold temperatures has been described mostly on 

grapes affected by Pierce’s disease, caused by X. fastidiosa subsp. fastidiosa, however there is a 

limited knowledge on tolerance to cold temperatures or winter curing regarding diseases of plants 

infected X. fastidiosa subsp. multiplex. 

The new introduction or the further spread of X. fastidiosa subsp. multiplex in the EU territory could 

cause impact to forests and possibly also to agriculture trees and shrubs within the EU, however there 

are uncertainties (see e.g. Almeida and Nunney, 2015; EFSA PLH Panel, 2019; Desprez-Lostau et al., 

2021) on the level of this impact because: 

 

1) there is a limited knowledge on the susceptibility to sequence types of X. fastidiosa subsp. 

multiplex (and the degree of) for many European tree and shrub species in forest and in 

agriculture; 

2) there is a lack of quantitative information on the impact of X. fastidiosa subsp. multiplex 

on tree and shrub species generally, both in the native and in the introduced regions. The 

impact may also differ depending on the environment where the tree is grown and on the 

host plant-Xylella genotype-insect vector-environment combination. 

3) the moderated impact reported in North American forests for diseases caused or associated 

with X. fastidiosa subsp. multiplex might also be a consequence of a long ecological and 

 
8 See the EFSA Journal online Virtual Issue on Xylella at  https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.1002/(ISSN)1831-
4732.XylellaVI  
9 See Latest developments of Xylella fastidiosa in the EU territory at https://ec.europa.eu/food/plants/plant-health-and-
biosecurity/eu-plant-health-legislation/emergency-control-measures-4/latest_en  

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.1002/(ISSN)1831-4732.XylellaVI
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.1002/(ISSN)1831-4732.XylellaVI
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plants/plant-health-and-biosecurity/eu-plant-health-legislation/emergency-control-measures-4/latest_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plants/plant-health-and-biosecurity/eu-plant-health-legislation/emergency-control-measures-4/latest_en
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historical co-evolution of X. fastidiosa in the neo-arctic forests systems, thus making 

uncertain the extrapolation of a moderate risk also to the European forests; 

4) there is a limited knowledge on tolerance to cold temperatures or winter curing for diseases 

caused by X. fastidiosa subsp. multiplex in trees and shrubs, with consequent uncertainties 

in the assessment of the probability of establishment and impact in the EU territory, in 

particular regarding the EU areas with Humid temperate climates such as Cfa and Cfb 

climates, as defined in the Koppen-Geiger classification [based on Kottek et al. (2006) 

rescaled after Rubel et al. (2017), available at https://koeppen-geiger.vu-

wien.ac.at/present.htm] 

The aim of this lot is to improve the knowledge on the potential impact of X. fastidiosa on forest and 

agriculture trees and shrubs in the EU, by reducing, through collection and analysis of experimental 

and observational evidence, the above-mentioned uncertainties on the establishment and impact of 

X. fastidiosa subsp. multiplex.  

 

CITED REFERENCES 

Almeida PPR and Nunney L, 2015. How do plant diseases caused by Xylella fastidiosa emerge? Plant Disease 99 (11): 1457-
1467. https://apsjournals.apsnet.org/doi/epdf/10.1094/PDIS-02-15-0159-FE  

EFSA (European Food Safety Authority), Delbianco A, Gibin D, Pasinato L, Boscia D and Morelli M, 2022. Scientific Report on 
the update of the Xylella spp. host plant database–systematic literature search up to 31 December 2021. EFSA Journal 
2022;20(6):7356, 70 pp. https://doi.org/10.2903/j.efsa.2022.7356  

EFSA  PLH  Panel  (EFSA Panel  on  Plant  Health),  2015.  Scientific  Opinion  on  the  risks  to  plant  health  posed by Xylella 
fastidiosa in the EU territory, with the identification and evaluation of risk reduction options. EFSA Journal 2015;13(1):3989, 
262 pp., doi:10.2903/j.efsa.2015.3989 

EFSA PLH Panel (EFSA Panel on Plant Health), Jeger M, Caffier D, Candresse T, Chatzivassiliou E, Dehnen-Schmutz K, Gilioli G, 
Gregoire J-C, Jaques Miret JA, MacLeod A, Navajas Navarro M, Niere B, Parnell S, Potting R, Rafoss T, Rossi V, Urek G, Van 
Bruggen A, Van der Werf W, West J, Winter S, Almeida R, Bosco D, Jacques M-A, Landa B, Purcell A, Saponari M, Czwienczek 
E, Delbianco A, Stancanelli G and Bragard C, 2018. Scientific Opinion on the updated pest categorisation of Xylella fastidiosa. 
EFSA Journal 2018;16(7):5357, 61 pp.https://doi.org/10.2903/j.efsa.2018.5357 

EFSA Panel on Plant Health (PLH), Bragard C, Dehnen-Schmutz K, Di Serio F, Gonthier P, Jacques M-A, Jaques Miret JA, Justesen 
AF, MacLeod A, Magnusson CS, Milonas P,Navas-Cortes JA, Potting R, Reignault PL, Thulke H-H, van der Werf W, Vicent Civera 
A, Yuen J, Zappala L, Boscia D, Chapman D, Gilioli G, Krugner R, Mastin A, Simonetto A, Spotti Lopes JR, White S, Abrahantes 
JC, Delbianco A, Maiorano A, Mosbach-Schulz O, Stancanelli G, Guzzo M and Parnell S, 2019. Update of the Scientific Opinion 
on the risks to plant health posed by Xylella fastidiosa in the EU territory. EFSA Journal 2019;17(5):5665, 200 
pp.https://doi.org/10.2903/j.efsa.2019.5665  

Desprez-Loustau ML, Balci Y, Cornara D, Gonthier P, Robin C and Jaques MA, 2021. Is Xylella fastidiosa a serious threat to 
European forests? Forestry, Oxford University Press (OUP), 94(1), ff10.1093/forestry/cpaa029ff. ffhal-02886153f   

Kottek M, Grieser J, Beck C, Rudolf B and Rubel F, 2006. World Map of the Köppen-Geiger climate classification updated. 
Meteorologische Zeitschrif, 15, 259– 263 

Rubel F, Brugger K, Haslinger K and Auer I, 2017. The climate of the European Alps: shift of very high resolution Köppen-Geiger 
climate zones 1800–2100. Meteorologische Zeitschrift, 26, 115– 125  

Sanchez Fernandez, B., Barreiro Hurle, J., Soto Embodas, I. and Rodriguez Cerezo, E., The Impact Indicator for Priority Pests 
(I2P2): a tool for ranking pests according to Regulation (EU) 2016/2031, EUR 29793 EN, Publications Office of the European 
Union, Luxembourg, 2019, ISBN 978-92-76-08785-4 (online),978-92-76-08784-7 (print), doi:10.2760/585182 
(online),10.2760/445474 (print), JRC116973. 

 

Specific background to Lot 2: Investigating the biology of the sharpshooter Draeculacephala 

robinsoni and its capacity to transmit Xylella fastidiosa  

 

X. fastidiosa is exclusively transmitted by xylem fluid-feeding insects of the order Hemiptera, sub-

order Auchenorrhyncha, infraorder Cicadomorpha, superfamilies Cercopoidea (spittlebugs or 

froghoppers), Cicadoidea (cicadas) and Membracoidea (of this latter only the subfamily Cicadellinae - 

https://koeppen-geiger.vu-wien.ac.at/present.htm
https://koeppen-geiger.vu-wien.ac.at/present.htm
https://apsjournals.apsnet.org/doi/epdf/10.1094/PDIS-02-15-0159-FE
https://doi.org/10.2903/j.efsa.2022.7356
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sharpshooters - is relevant) (EFSA PLH Panel, 201510 and 201911).  The transmission of X. fastidiosa 

by insects does not require a latent period, yet the bacteria are persistently transmitted (Almeida et 

al., 2005). Vectors (both nymphs and adults) acquire the bacteria by feeding in the xylem of an 

infected plant and can inoculate the pathogen to healthy plants immediately after acquisition. Bacteria 

are restricted to the alimentary canal (without systemically infect the insect body), where they adhere 

to and multiply in the pre-cibarium and cibarium (parts of the foregut).  This implies that vectors lose 

infectivity with moulting, as the foregut is of ectodermal origin and is renewed with moulting.  

Therefore, newly emerged adults must feed on an infected plant to become infectious and spread X. 

fastidiosa. Once infected, adult vectors can transmit during their whole lifetime, as the bacterium 

multiplies and persists in the vector foregut (Almeida et al., 2005). Winged adults, because of their 

high mobility, are mostly responsible for X. fastidiosa spread (EFSA PLH Panel, 2015). 

Although X. fastidiosa transmission is restricted to xylem fluid-feeding insects, the insect transmission 

of X. fastidiosa is known to be poorly specific and therefore all xylem fluid-feeding insects are to be 

considered vectors (Frazier, 1944; Purcell, 1989; Almeida et al., 2005; EFSA PLH Panel, 2015). 

However, the transmission efficiency varies substantially depending on the insect species, the host 

plant and the X. fastidiosa genotype (Redak et al., 2004; Lopes et al., 2010; EFSA PLH Panel, 2015). 

The list of the putative European vectors was provided by EFSA PLH Panel (2015) with the opinion “on 

the risks to plant health posed by Xylella fastidiosa in the EU territory” under table 4 and in Appendix 

C. Since then, EFSA has been funding detailed studies to collect data on the biology of xylem-sap 

feeding insect vectors of X. fastidiosa (in Italy12, Balearic Islands (Spain)13 and Portugal14) and two 

large EU H2020 funded research projects PonTE15 and XF-Actors16 have unravelled the biology and 

ecology of the main vectors of X. fastidiosa in Europe and their transmission capacity.  

In 2018 EFSA has conducted a pest categorisation for the non‐EU Cicadomorpha vectors of Xylella 

spp., concluding, on 49 species and 1 genus, which was Draeculacephala sp., that such species met 

the minimum requirements assessed by EFSA for consideration as potential EU quarantine plant pest. 

The non‐EU Cicadomorpha vectors of Xylella spp. are now listed as EU quarantine plant pests.  

In March 2022, Rösch et al. reported the finding, for the first time in the Palaearctic region, of a 

species from the American leafhopper genus Draeculacephala: Draeculacephala robinsoni Hamilton 

1967. D. robinsoni was found in France (Pyrenées-Orientales) and Spain (Catalonia) in 11 different 

sites with a maximum distance of 86 km between them and with large population sizes (particularly 

in wetlands), indicating that the species seems already established in the region and might spread to 

other areas as winged adults who are considered strong flyers (Rösch et al., 2022). D. robinsoni is 

native and widespread in North America, where it is reported on grasses and edges in the period from 

March to December, with a peak in the summer, thus likely to overwinter as egg (Rösch et al., 2022). 

The biology of D. robinsoni in North America has not been intensively studied, plus the taxonomical 

changes in the genus Draeculacephala make difficult to attribute old studies or reports, which were 

using a different nomenclature, to D. robinsoni.  Moreover, when described for the first time (Hamilton, 

 
10 See https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2015.3989  
11 See https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2019.5665  
12 See the final report of this project published on EFSA Journal Supporting Publications at 
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2019.EN-1628,and the related scientific papers at 
https://www.mdpi.com/2075-4450/11/2/130 and at https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-019-54279-8. 
13 See recent oral presentation given at the 3rd European Conference on Xylella fastidiosa at  
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2021-06/Miguel-%C3%81ngel-Miranda.pdf. The final report of this project is 
expected to be published during summer 2021 at https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/23978325.  
14 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/art36grants/article36/gpefsaalpha202107-experimental-and-observational-evidence-
reduce  
15 https://www.ponteproject.eu/ 
16 https://www.xfactorsproject.eu/  

 

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2015.3989
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2019.5665
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2019.EN-1628
https://www.mdpi.com/2075-4450/11/2/130
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-019-54279-8
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2021-06/Miguel-%C3%81ngel-Miranda.pdf
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/23978325
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1967), the species D. robinsoni was noted to be very similar to the species Draeculacephala portola 

Ball. 

From the genus Draeculacephala, the sharpshooter Draeculacephala minerva was indicated in several 

papers as able to transmit X. fastidiosa.  An experiment conducted by Turner and Pollard (1955), 

including two insect species, Draeculacephala portula Ball and Draeculacephala balli Van Duz, showed 

a limited transmission of Peach phony disease by Draeculacephala sp., however at the end of the 

experiment it was not possible to identify which of these two species was responsible for the 

transmission. Draeculacephala portola portola Ball was considered by Mason and Yonke (1971) as 

associated with the transmission of chlorotic streak of sugarcane, phony peach disease, Pierce’s 

disease of grapes (citing Nelson, 1968), and corn stunt virus (citing DuRant, 1968).  

In conclusion: the American sharpshooter species D. robinsoni, a European Union quarantine plant 

pest, seems established in wetlands and pastures in a large area between Catalonia (ES) and Pyrenées 

Orientales (FR); winged adults of D. robinsoni are strong flyers and thus may spread to other areas; 

D. robinsoni is reported in North America on grasses and sedges and seems overwintering as egg, 

however there are large uncertainties on the biology of this species due to the low number of ecological 

studies and to the taxonomic changes; D. robinsoni as xylem-fluid feeding insect has to be considered 

as a potential vector of X. fastidiosa; according to literature, Draeculacephala species and the species 

D. portola (which is very similar to D. robinsoni) were shown to be associated with plant diseases 

caused by X. fastidiosa and some viral plant diseases, however there are uncertainties as these studies 

are not recent and are not specific for D. robinsoni. To understand the host range and the capacity of 

X. fastidiosa transmission for a new potential vector, such as D. robinsoni recently introduced into 

Europe, it is very important when considering the very broad host range of X. fastidiosa in agriculture 

plants and native vegetation, which includes 412 plant species from 190 genera and 68 botanical 

families, based on last update of the EFSA Xylella spp. host plant database (EFSA et al., 202217). 

 

The aim of this Lot is to collect data on the biology, ecology (particularly: the host range, the life cycle 

and its relationship with hosts) and the capacity to transmit X. fastidiosa of the insect D. robinsoni, 

an American sharpshooter insect species newly introduced into the EU18. Following previous works 

conducted on xylem-sap feeding insect vectors and potential vectors of X. fastidiosa in Europe, the 

same approach and methodology established during the other three EFSA funded projects in Italy, 

Spain and Portugal should be applied, in order to obtain comparable results which can be useful for 

modelling risk and risk mitigation for X. fastidiosa in different agriculture systems in Europe, as well 

as for supporting integrated pest management (IPM) options to control the vectors.  
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XF-ACTORS Project: https://www.xfactorsproject.eu/  

 

MAIN OBJECTIVE OF THE CALL 

 

The main objective of this Call is to reduce uncertainties and knowledge gaps related to the risk 

assessment of Xylella fastidiosa and its insect vectors for the EU territory. 

In particular, the main objectives for each Lot of this Call are listed in the Table below:  

 

Title of the Lot Main objective of the Lot 

Lot 1: Improving the knowledge on the potential 

impact of Xylella fastidiosa on forest and 

agriculture trees and shrubs in the EU 

Reduce, through collection and analysis of 

experimental and observational evidence, the 

uncertainties on the establishment and impact of 

X. fastidiosa subsp. multiplex in the EU. 

 

 

Lot 2: Investigating the biology of the 

sharpshooter Draeculacephala robinsoni and its 

capacity to transmit Xylella fastidiosa 

Investigate the host range, ecology and life cycle 

of the sharpshooter Draeculacephala robinsoni 

and its capacity to transmit Xylella fastidiosa, to 

reduce uncertainties on the risk for the EU 

territory posed by this newly introduced insect 

species.     

 

 

1.3  SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES OF THE CALL  

 

The specific objectives for each Lot of this Call are listed below: 

 

Specific objectives for Lot 1: Improving the knowledge on the potential impact of Xylella 

fastidiosa on forest and agriculture trees and shrubs in the EU 

 

The specific objective of this Lot is to gather experimental and observational evidence to reduce the 

knowledge gaps on the establishment and the potential impact of X. fastidiosa subsp. multiplex on 

forest and agriculture trees and shrubs in the EU. This will contribute to reduce the risk assessment 

uncertainties on the establishment of X. fastidiosa in Europe and will support preparedness against 

this plant pest. 

The proposals for this lot should address at least part of the uncertainties listed in the background 

for this Lot.  

Experiments and observational studies should focus on sequence types of X. fastidiosa subsp. 

multiplex and species of forest and agriculture tree and shrubs of relevance for the EU territory.  

Experiments and studies for this Lot can also be conducted in Third Countries in America, when 

scientifically or technically justified.  

All studies involving the handling of the quarantine pathogen X. fastidiosa, of infectious vectors 

and/or infected plants must be done following the required authorisations and procedures, under 

responsibility of the applicant. 

 

 

Specific objectives for Lot 2: Investigating the biology of the sharpshooter Draeculacephala 

robinsoni and its capacity to transmit Xylella fastidiosa  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.xfactorsproject.eu%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C16e6f5ef5e204f899a5f08da5b87b789%7C406a174be31548bdaa0acdaddc44250b%7C1%7C0%7C637922935693762880%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zK3lLvaGLXVvjtvHu81kQKnhX1j6dnWyyoDflQeiiTY%3D&reserved=0
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The specific objectives of this Lot 2 aim to reduce the knowledge gaps, by gathering experimental 

and observational evidence, on the biology of the sharpshooter D. robinsoni and its capacity to 

transmit Xylella fastidiosa.  This will help to reduce the uncertainties on the risk for plant health in 

the EU territory caused by this newly introduced xylem-fluid feeding insect. 

The specific objectives of Lot 2 are as follows: 

 

1. Systematic literature review to collect and analyse published information and data on biology 

and plant pathogens transmission capacity of the xylem-fluid feeding insect Draeculacephala 

robinsoni and its related species 

 

A systematic literature review should be conducted, without time or language limits, on D. robinsoni 

and other taxonomically related Draeculacephala species, with the aim to obtain a comprehensive 

knowledge, based on published scientific and grey literature as well as on geographical occurrence 

databases, on: 

- pest distribution/occurrences in North America (and Central America when applicable), 

including information on host plants, time of the year and life stage, of D. robinsoni and 

other taxonomically related Draeculacephala species  

- biology, ecology, life cycle and host plants of D. robinsoni and other taxonomically related 

Draeculacephala species in North America  

- capacity of D. robinsoni and other taxonomically related Draeculacephala species in North 

America to transmit X. fastidiosa and/or other vector-borne plant pathogens. 

 

2. Contribution to the knowledge of the biology of the xylem-fluid feeding insect 

Draeculacephala robinsoni by collection of experimental and observational evidence 

 

In order to support the assessment of the risk of X. fastidiosa for the EU territory, there is a need 

to collect and analyse data on biology, ecology, life cycle and abundance of xylem-sap feeding 

insects that could act as potential vectors of X. fastidiosa in Europe. The specific objective n. 1 of 

this call regards such data collection on D. robinsoni from field observations in the areas of new 

introduction in France and Spain as well as in its native range in North America. Data should be 

collected in a harmonised way and aligned with the protocols applied in similar work already 

conducted in Italy and Spain by other EFSA funded projects13, 14. In particular, this work should be 

done at both microcosm (small rearing cage) and macrocosm (field) level. Details, definitions and 

examples of the sampling protocols are given in Appendix A of this Call. The data collection should 

include at least two years of macrocosm and microcosm observations on biology, ecology, life cycle 

and abundance of D. robinsoni. Each sampled location should be georeferenced, also with collection 

of agronomic and meteorological data (by weather station/data logger).  

 

3. Investigation on the capacity of D. robinsoni to transmit X. fastidiosa 

 

In order to get a better understanding of the risk for the EU territory of this newly introduced 

sharpshooter, key issue is the investigation of the capacity of D. robinsoni to transmit X. fastidiosa. 

This specific objective includes the conduct of field studies and transmission assays under controlled 

conditions. All studies involving the handling of infectious vectors and/or infected plants must be 

done following the required authorisations and procedures. 

 

 

 

1.4 ELIGIBLE ORGANISATIONS 
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To be eligible, applicants must be on the list of competent organisations designated by the Member 

States in accordance with Article 36 of Regulation (EC) 178/2002 and Commission Regulation (EC) 

2230/2004. This list is regularly updated by EFSA Management Board and is available for consultation 

using this link https://efsa.force.com/competentorganisations/s/.  

 

In order to achieve the main objective of the call, proposals can be submitted by one eligible 

organisation or by a consortium of eligible organisations. In case of a consortium, one of the 

partners must be identified in the proposal as the consortium leader. The applicant is responsible for 

identifying consortium partners.  

 

 

1.5. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

For proper understanding of this call it is important to have clarity on the terminology regarding 

involved organisations and their roles.  

 

A) Proposals submitted by consortium: 

 

• The Applicant submits the proposal/grant application to EFSA on behalf of the consortium. 

The applicant is the leading entity of the consortium. There can be only one applicant in 

project proposal/grant application; 

 

• The Partner is the other entity in the consortium. There can be a minimum of one partner 

or more partners.  

 

Once the grant is awarded, the grant agreement is signed between EFSA and the applicant. Partners 

do not sign the grant agreement directly but instead sign a mandate (template provided by EFSA) 

authorising the applicant to sign the grant agreement and any future amendments on their behalf.  

 

As soon as the grant agreement is signed, the applicant becomes the Coordinator and partner/s 

become co-beneficiary/ies. The coordinator and co-beneficiary/ies are referred to as the beneficiaries. 

The beneficiaries are jointly and severally liable for the technical implementation of the project as 

described in the proposal which becomes annex 1 of the grant agreement. If a beneficiary fails to 

implement its part of the project, the other beneficiaries become responsible for implementing that 

part.  

 

The coordinator has the following important roles: 

 

• Takes part in implementing the project; 

• Monitors the action is implemented properly; 

• Act as intermediary for communication between the consortium and EFSA;  

• Receives and answers all claims EFSA might have in relation to implementation of the 

project;  

• Requests and reviews any documents or information required by EFSA and verifies their 

completeness and correctness before passing them to EFSA; 

• Informs EFSA and the partner/s of any event that is likely to substantially affect 

implementation of the project; 

• Submits the deliverables and reports to EFSA; 

• Requests and receives payments from EFSA and distributes the funds to partner/s without 

unjustified delays; 

 

https://efsa.force.com/competentorganisations/s/
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The coordinator may not delegate the above-mentioned tasks to the co-beneficiary/ies or 

subcontract them to any third party. 

 

The other beneficiary/ies: 

• Take part in implementing the project; 

• Forward to the coordinator the data needed to draw up reports, financial statements and 

other documents required under the grant agreement;  

• Inform the coordinator of any event or circumstances likely to substantially affect or delay 

the implementation of the project. 

 

B) Proposals submitted by a sole applicant:  

 

• The Applicant submits the proposal/grant application to EFSA. There can be only one 

applicant in the proposal/grant application. 

 

As soon as the grant agreement is signed, the applicant becomes the beneficiary. The beneficiary is 

liable for the technical implementation of the project as described in the proposal which becomes 

annex 1 of the grant agreement.  

 

The beneficiary: 

• Takes part in implementing the project; 

• Monitors the action is implemented properly; 

• Communicates with EFSA;  

• Receives and answers all claims EFSA might have in relation to the implementation of the 

project;  

• Requests and reviews any documents or information required by EFSA and verifies their 

completeness and correctness before passing them to EFSA; 

• Informs EFSA of any event that is likely to substantially affect the implementation of the 

project; 

• Submits the deliverables and reports to EFSA; 

• Requests and receives payments from EFSA; 

 

 

1.6. POSSIBILITY OF IMPLEMENTING CONTRACTS AND SUBCONTRACTING  

 

Implementation contracts:  

Where the implementation of the project requires the award of procurement contracts 

(implementation contracts), e.g.  purchase of services and/or goods or equipment necessary for the 

implementation of the action, the beneficiary must award the contract to the entity offering the best 

value for money or the lowest price (as appropriate), avoiding conflicts of interests. The beneficiary is 

expected to clearly document the tendering procedure and retain the documentation for the event of 

an audit. 

 

Entities acting in their capacity as contracting authorities within the meaning of Directive 2014/24/EU
19  

must comply with the applicable national public procurement rules. 

 

Sub-contracting: 

 
19 Directive 2014/24/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 February 2014 on public procurement and 
repealing Directive 2004/18/EC (OJ L 94, 28.3.2014, p. 65-242) 
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Sub-contractors are not consortium partners and are not party to the grant agreement. They do not 

have any contractual relationship with EFSA. Subcontractors are entities contracted by the beneficiary 

to carry out some specific tasks or activities. Subcontracting is allowed under these conditions: 

 

• Subcontracts must be awarded to the entity offering best value for money or the lowest 

price (as appropriate), avoiding conflicts of interests; 

• Subcontracting must only cover the implementation of a limited part of the action; 

• Recourse to subcontracting is justified having regard to the nature of the project and what 

is necessary for its implementation;  

• Tasks to be subcontracted and the corresponding estimated costs must identified in the 

estimated budget and approved by EFSA before the signature of the grant agreement;  

• Recourse to subcontracting during project implementation, if not envisaged from the outset 

in the proposal, is subject to prior authorisation in writing by EFSA, and must be formalised 

via an amendment to the grant agreement. Approval may be granted as long as it does not 

entail a change to the grant agreement which would call into question the decision awarding 

the grant or be contrary to the equal treatment of applicants; 

• The conditions applicable to the beneficiaries under Articles II.6 (Confidentiality), II.7 

(Processing of Personal Data), II.8 (Visibility of Union Funding) of the grant agreement are 

also applicable to the subcontractor;  

• Core tasks must not be subcontracted. Only ancillary and assistance tasks can be 

subcontracted. In particular for both Lot 1 and Lot 2, considering that both the bacterium 

Xylella fastidiosa and the insect Draeculacephala robinsoni are native from America, 

subcontracting is allowed for conducting experiments in America. The core tasks of 

coordinating and planning the project and of reporting to EFSA cannot be subcontracted. 

 

 

1.7 DURATION, MEETINGS AND REPORTING 

 
The maximum duration of projects under both Lot 1 and Lot 2 of this Call is 4 years from kick-off 

meeting. 

 

The Meetings with EFSA and the Deliverables foreseen for both Lots are indicated in the Table 

below. All deliverables/reports must be drafted in United Kingdom Standard English language and may 

be subject to publication at EFSA’s discretion. Please note that all reporting, minutes, outcome of the 

discussions could be submitted at EFSA’s discretion to EFSA’s Panel, Network and WG members.  

 

Meetings and Deliverables for both Lot 1 and for Lot 2 

Meeting Date Meeting 

type 

Scope of the meeting 

Kick-off 

meeting 

3 months after 

the signature 

of the Grant 

Agreement, at 

latest 

Tele-

meeting 

The kick-off meeting is regarded as the start of the 

project. At this meeting, details of the project will be 

discussed and the objectives, the final report 

structure, deliverables and timeframe will also be 

clarified. In particular, the beneficiary will present 

and discuss in details their project, including: the 

updated and detailed work plan and Gannt chart; the 

detailed description of the material and methods; the 

updated team composition and allocation of tasks.   

Minutes of the meeting shall be taken and provided 

to EFSA by the beneficiary. 
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The presence at kick-off meeting of a beneficiary’s 

staff member responsible for administrative/finance 

issues of the project is advised as this will facilitate 

understanding by the beneficiary of the grant 

principles, related financial reporting requirements 

(declaration and documentation of incurred costs) 

and significantly ease the financial management of 

the grant agreement, both for EFSA and the 

beneficiary 

Interim 

meeting 

1 month after 

the 

submission of 

the interim 

report, at 

latest 

Tele-

meeting 

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the interim 

report/deliverables as well as any problems or 

difficulties (technical or financial) encountered 

during the first half of the project, which may affect 

the work plan and project results. Minutes of the 

meeting shall be taken and provided to EFSA by the 

beneficiary 

Final 

meeting 

1 month after 

the 

submission of 

the draft final 

report, at 

latest 

Physical 

meeting, 

held at EFSA 

premises, or 

tele-meeting 

The purpose of this meeting is to present and discuss 

with EFSA the final draft report/deliverables as well 

as any major problems or difficulties (technical or 

financial) encountered during the project. Minutes of 

the meeting shall be taken and provided to EFSA by 

the beneficiary. 

Periodical 

bilateral 

meetings 

Four times per 

year 

Tele-

meetings 

These periodical meetings are between the 

Coordinator and the EFSA scientific liaison officer, 

with the purpose of updating EFSA on progresses of 

the activities and discussing any problems or 

difficulties encountered during the period which may 

affect the work plan and project results. Short notes 

with actions needed, when applicable, shall be taken 

and provided to EFSA by the beneficiary. 

Deliverable Date of 

submission 

to EFSA 

Type Description of content 

Deliverable 

1 

1 month after 

the kick-off 

meeting, at 

latest 

Inception 

report 

The inception report should include the updated and 

detailed work plan and Gannt chart following the 

discussion at the kick-off meeting, including the 

detailed description of the material and methods. 

The report should also include the updated team 

composition and allocation of tasks.  

Deliverable 

2 

28 months 

after the kick-

off meeting, at 

latest 

Interim 

report 

The written interim report must describe in details 

material and methods and results of the experiments 

and studies conducted in the first part of the project. 

The interim report should also include the updated 

work plan and Gannt chart and detailed and updated 

description of materials and methods for the second 

half of the project.  

Deliverable 

3 

46 months 

after the kick-

off meeting, at 

latest 

Draft final 

report 

The draft final report will comprise the integration of 

the relevant parts of the inception report and interim 

report and describe in details material and methods 

and results of the experiment and studies conducted 

in the second part of the project. In particular, it will 
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present an overall summary, material and methods, 

detailed results, conclusions and discussions for the 

whole project. All the raw data of the conducted 

experiments and studies should be annexed.  

Deliverable 

4 

48 months 

after the kick-

off meeting, at 

latest 

Final report The final report, following the review and discussion 

of the draft final report in the final meeting with 

EFSA, will comprise the integration of the relevant 

parts of the inception report and interim report and 

present an overall summary, material and methods, 

detailed results, conclusions and discussions for the 

whole project (including recommendations on follow 

up studies needed). All the raw data of the host 

range test experiments should be annexed.  

 

1.8 PAYMENTS  

 

The following payment scheme will be applied: 

 

• pre-financing payment, upon the entry into force of the grant agreement, without need 

for payment request, between 10% and 40% of the maximum grant amount; the aim of 

the pre-financing is to provide the beneficiaries with a float; it remains the property of the 

EU until the payment of the balance. The exact percentage amount of pre-financing will be 

determined at the time of grant award; 

 

• interim payment, in the middle of the project, based on the request for interim payment, 

up to 40% of the maximum grant amount set out in the grant agreement or 90% of actually 

incurred costs declared for the reporting period, whichever is lower; interim payment is 

subject to the approval by EFSA of the interim report with the corresponding deliverables 

and approval of the statement of actual costs incurred by the beneficiaries;  

 

• final payment (payment of the balance), after the final EFSA grant amount has been 

determined (in line with Article II.25 of the grant agreement); the amount due as the 

balance payment is calculated by EFSA by deducting from the final EFSA grant amount the 

total amount of pre-financing and interim payments already made; if the total amount of 

earlier payments is greater than the final EFSA grant amount, the payment of the balance 

takes the form of a recovery; if the total amount of earlier payments is lower than the final 

EFSA grant amount, EFSA will pay the balance; payment is subject to the approval of the 

final report by EFSA. 

 

 

1.9 GRANT PRINCIPLES 

 

The financial help provided by EFSA under this Call is a grant governed by the EU Financial Regulation 

referred to in part 1.1. Accordingly, the grant awarded following this Call must comply with the 

following principles:  

 

• Co-financing: In accordance with Article 190 of the Financial Regulation, grants shall 

involve co-financing. The resources necessary to carry out the project /action shall not be 

provided entirely by the grant. The project costs not covered by the EFSA grant must be 

financed from the applicant and partner/s resources. The applicant and its partner/s must 

therefore contribute financially to the project. Additionally, there may be also a financial 
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contribution from another entity, but such an entity may be only a public body. 

Contributions from the private sector are not permitted. 

• No-profit: In accordance with Article 192 of the Financial Regulation, grants shall not have 

the purpose or effect of producing a profit within the framework of the project for the 

applicant or partner. Profit is defined as a surplus of the receipts over the eligible costs 

incurred by the beneficiaries, at the time of request for payment of the balance. The receipts 

shall be limited to income generated by the project, as well as financial contributions 

specifically assigned by donors to the financing of the eligible costs. Where a profit is made, 

EFSA shall be entitled to recover a part of it in line with procedure foreseen in the Grant 

agreement.  The verification of the non-profit rule does not apply to low value grants (</= 

60.000 €) or grant in the form of financing not linked to costs pursuant to article 125(1)(a) 

of the Financial Regulation. 

• Non-retroactivity: A grant may be awarded for a project which has already begun only 

where the applicant can demonstrate in the grant application the need to start the action 

before the grant agreement is signed. In accordance with Article 193 of the Financial 

Regulation, costs eligible for financing may not have been incurred prior to the date of 

submission of the grant application. No grant may be awarded retrospectively for a project 

already completed.  

• Non-cumulative: In accordance with Article 191(3) of the Financial Regulation, in no 

circumstances shall the same costs be financed twice from the EU budget. In no 

circumstances shall the same costs be financed twice by the Union budget. To ensure this, 

the applicant shall indicate the sources and amounts of Union funding received or applied 

for the same project or part of the project or for its functioning during the same financial 

year as well as any other funding received or applied for the same project. 

 

 

1.10 EFSA GRANT CONTRIBUTION 

 

The form of grant awarded under this Call is grant based on reimbursement of a specified proportion 

of the total eligible project costs actually incurred (EU Financial Regulation, Article 125 (1a)).  

 

For Lot 1:  

 

For Lot 1, the project to be supported under this Call is co-financed by EFSA at maximum 90% of 

the total eligible project costs. In addition, the maximum possible amount of EFSA grant for the 

project is 500.000,00 €. In other words, the grant has double ceiling: the maximum amount and the 

reimbursement rate applied on the total eligible project cost. 

 

For Lot 2:  

 

For Lot 2, the project to be supported under this Call is co-financed by EFSA at maximum 90% of 

the total eligible project costs. In addition, the maximum possible amount of EFSA grant for the 

project is 400.000,00 €. In other words, the grant has double ceiling: the maximum amount and the 

reimbursement rate applied on the total eligible project cost. 

 

EFSA intends to fund one proposal for each Lot following this Call. However, EFSA reserves the 

right not to award all the funds available at any cost, e.g. if the quality of submitted proposals will not 

be satisfactory.    
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Please note that EFSA reserves the right not to award any grant and/or to cancel the whole grant 

procedure at any time before the signature of the grant agreement without any compensation to be 

paid to the applicant. 

 

The total amount of estimated eligible costs, as presented by the applicant in the estimated budget 

(Annex 3) (see also part 1.11), and which serves as a basis for calculation of the initial EFSA grant, 

will be verified by EFSA during the evaluation of proposals. EFSA reserves the right to implement the 

necessary adaptations to the estimated eligible costs in case the Rules on eligibility of costs (Annex 

1) were not correctly applied by the applicant.  

 

If the amount granted is lower than the funding sought by the applicant, it is up to the applicant to 

find supplementary financing or to reduce the total cost of the project without diluting either the 

objectives or the content.  

 

 

1.11 ESTIMATED BUDGET AND ELIGIBLE COSTS 

 

The proposal must be accompanied by the estimated budget (Annex 3) which must be established in 

line with the Rules on eligibility of costs (Annex 1). The estimated budget must show all the costs and 

income which the applicant considers necessary to carry out the project.  

 

Estimated budget must be:  

• sufficiently detailed to permit identification, monitoring and checking of the costs;  

• balanced, i.e. total income and total project costs must be equal;  

• consistent with the work plan; 

• expressed in Euro.  

 

Estimated budget – cost side:20  

 

• Eligible direct costs: 

1. Costs of personnel; 

2. Travel costs and subsistence allowances; 

3. Depreciation costs of equipment or other assets; 

4. Consumables and supplies; 

5. Workshops, seminar, conferences; 

6. Subcontracting; 

7. Eligible VAT; 

8. Miscellaneous costs are costs arising directly from the requirements imposed by the 

grant agreement. 

 

The above categories represent an exhaustive list of possible eligible direct costs. However, if, for 

example, the project does not foresee costs for workshops / seminars / conferences, then this 

category of costs can be left empty in the estimated budget. 

 

 

• Eligible indirect costs incurred in carrying out the project are eligible for a flat-rate 

funding capped at not more than 10% of the total eligible direct costs. If a beneficiary 

(partner in the consortium) already receives an operational grant from the EU budget its 

indirect costs are not eligible under the present call. 

 
20

 For more details refer to the Rules on eligibility of costs in Annex 1. 



 
 

 21 

 

Estimated budget – income side: 

 

• Mandatory incomes:  

1. Grant requested from EFSA; 

2. Applicant’s financial contribution;  

3. Partners financial contribution;  

• Optional incomes:  

4. Financial contributions from other public bodies; 

5. Income generated by the project. 

 

 

1.12 APPROVED ESTIMATED BUDGET  

 

The estimated budget submitted with the proposal is analysed by EFSA, as part of evaluation process, 

in order to assess whether: 

 

• it is realistic; 

• it is consistent with the proposed project;  

• the estimated budget is sufficiently detailed; 

• the cost items are reasonably justified; 

• to eliminate cost items which cannot be accepted according to the Rules on eligibility of 

costs (Annex 1). 

 

An overestimation or underestimation of costs, or missing justification of the costs, missing details, 

or detected inconsistency with the technical description of the project will have a negative impact on 

the evaluation score under the award criterion 5.  

 

If EFSA regards the estimated budget as realistic, consistent with the technical description of project, 

sufficiently detailed, well justified and established in accordance with the Rules on eligibility of costs 

(Annex 1) and no modification is needed, it will become the approved estimated budget and the EFSA 

grant may correspond to the applicant’s request. In some cases, the analysis of the estimated budget 

could result in EFSA suggesting reductions, e.g. need to correct the costs in line with the Rules on 

eligibility of costs. After the proposed modifications are agreed by the applicant and EFSA, the 

estimated budget, as modified, will become the approved estimated budget for the project.  

 

 

1.13 INITIAL EFSA GRANT  

 

Having agreed the approved estimated budget, and provided the proposal is selected for grant award, 

EFSA will establish the amount of the initial EFSA grant, having regard to the limits set out in part 

1.10 of this call. The initial EFSA grant will be expressed as an amount in Euro and also as a percentage 

(EFSA max. 90% co-financing rate) of the total eligible project cost. This amount will be indicated in 

the grant agreement as the maximum grant amount.  

 

 

1.14 FINAL EFSA GRANT  

 

Maximum grant amount set out in the grant agreement was calculated based on the estimated eligible 

costs. The final EFSA grant will naturally have to be determined based on actually incurred costs. 

The final EFSA grant is determined by EFSA in line with Article II.25 of the grant agreement.  
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1.15  PUBLICITY 

 

All beneficiaries are expected to follow the rules on visibility of EFSA funding set out in Article II.8 of 

the grant agreement.  

  

According to Article 38 of the EU Financial Regulation EFSA is bound to publish information on 

recipients of its grants at its website. Such publication shall take place no later than 30 June of the 

year following the financial year in which the grants were awarded and shall cover these data of the 

beneficiaries: 

• name of the beneficiary, 

• address of the beneficiary,  

• subject of the grant, 

• amount awarded. 

 

 

1.16  PROTECTION OF PERSONAL DATA IN RELATION TO GRANT PROCEDURES 

 

Processing of personal data by EFSA  

Information on the processing of personal data by EFSA in the context of this grant procedure is 

available in the Privacy Statement on the EFSA website as well as in Article II.7 of the draft grant 

agreement. Any personal data included in the Agreement must be processed by EFSA in accordance 

with Regulation (EU) No 2018/1725.
21
 

 

Applicants should note that personal data as applicant or selected beneficiary may be registered in 

the Early Detection and Exclusion System (EDES) if you are in one of the situations mentioned in 

Article 136 of the Financial Regulation. For more information see the Privacy Statement on: 

http://ec.europa.eu/budget/explained/management/protecting/protect_en.cfm#BDCE). 

 

Processing of personal data by the beneficiary  

In case the implementation of activities under an awarded grant entails the processing of personal 

data, the beneficiary shall comply with the relevant rules in Article II.7.2 of the Grant Agreement 

(Annex 2) as a data processor of EFSA.   

 

 

1.17 PUBLIC ACCESS TO DOCUMENTS 

 

In the general implementation of its activities and for the processing of grant procedures in particular, 

EFSA observes Regulation (EC) N° 1049/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 

May 2001 regarding public access to European Parliament, Council and Commission documents. 

 

 

1.18 OPEN ACCESS 

 

 
21

  Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2018 on the protection of natural 
persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies and on the 
free movement of such data, and repealing Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 and Decision No 1247/2002/EC 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/assets/procurementprivacystatement.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/explained/management/protecting/protect_en.cfm#BDCE
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EFSA is committed to the publication of grant outputs in the Knowledge Junction
22

 in order to improve 

transparency, reproducibility and evidence reuse. The Knowledge Junction runs on the EU-funded 

Zenodo research-sharing platform where uploaded items receive a unique Digital Object Identifier to 

make them citable. Any part of the output resulting from the action under this grant may be published 

(at EFSA’s discretion) on the Knowledge Junction with attribution to the beneficiary. 

  

 
22 Learn more at http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/161114 

https://zenodo.org/communities/efsa-kj?page=1&size=20
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/161114
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2.  SELECTING PROPOSALS 

 

The Evaluation Committee established by EFSA specifically for this call will evaluate the submitted 

proposals in five steps: 

 

1. Verification of submission requirements (2.1) 

2. Eligibility criteria (2.2) 

3. Exclusion criteria (2.3) 

4. Selection criteria (2.4) 

5. Award criteria (2.5) 

 

If the proposal fails at any step it is automatically excluded from further evaluation. EFSA may contact 

the applicant during the evaluation process if there is a need to clarify certain aspects or for the 

correction of clerical mistakes.  

 

 

2.1 VERIFICATION OF SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

 

The following will be verified:   

 

• proposal was submitted within the deadline for submission of proposals;  

• proposal is submitted on the EFSA application form (Annex 4); 

• proposal is duly signed by the authorised representative of the applicant; 

• proposal is complete and includes all the supporting documents. 

 

 

2.2 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA  

 

The following will be verified:   

 

• The applicant and in case of consortium also its partner/s must be on the list of competent 

organisations designated by the Member States in accordance with Art 36 of Regulation 

(EC) 178/2002 and Commission Regulation (EC) 2230/2004. Applicants or partners not 

currently on the list may apply to be included but they must be formally accepted and 

included on the Art 36 list by the EFSA Management Board before the deadline for proposals 

for this call.  

• Applicant and in case of consortium also its partner/s participate in the project financially; 

• Applicant and in case of consortium also its partner/s are involved in the execution of the 

project;  

• Subcontracting, if any, is justified in the proposal and indicated in the estimated budget. 

 

Documents to be provided: 

 

• LEGAL ENTITY FORM (Annex 5) (download template here)  

to be completed and signed by the applicant and in case of consortium also by its partner/s. 

For a public body the legal entity form should be provided together with a copy of the resolution 

or decision establishing the public body, or other official document establishing that public 

body. For a private body an extract from the official journal, copy of articles of association, 

extract of trade or association register, certificate of liability to VAT (if, as in certain countries, 

http://ec.europa.eu/budget/contracts_grants/info_contracts/legal_entities/legal_entities_en.cfm
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the trade register number and VAT number are identical only one of these documents is 

required).  

 

• FINANCIAL IDENTIFICATION FORM (Annex 6) (download template here)  

to be completed only by the applicant and in case of consortium only by the coordinator. 

 

Please note that there is no need to submit these forms if they have already been submitted under 

another EFSA procurement or grant procedure and provided that these forms are still valid. In this 

case simply indicate in the application form the reference of the call under which the form/s were 

submitted to EFSA. 

 

Only applicable if the applicant is a consortium: 

 

• PARTNERSHIP STATEMENT:  

The applicant and partner/s must provide EFSA with a statement indicating their technical and 

financial involvement. The applicant and partner/s must sign the partnership statement. No 

template is provided by EFSA. 

 

 

 

2.3 EXCLUSION CRITERIA 

 

The applicant and partner/s must sign a declaration on their honour certifying they are not in one of 

the exclusion situations referred to in the Articles 136 of EU Financial Regulation.  

 

Documents to be provided: 

 

• THE DECLARATION ON HONOUR – Section A (Annex 7): template is published with 

this Call; to be completed/signed individually by the applicant and in case of consortium by 

each partner.  

 

 

2.4 SELECTION CRITERIA 

 

The purpose of the selection criteria is to verify the financial and operational capacity of the applicant 

and in case of consortium also of its partner/s.  

 

Financial capacity: 

The applicant and in case of consortium also its partner/s must have stable and sufficient financial 

resources to: 

• maintain their activity throughout the period during which the project is being carried out, 

and  

• participate in its funding. 

 

Operational capacity: 

The applicant or in case of a consortium, the consortium as a whole, must have the professional 

resources, competencies and qualifications necessary to complete the proposed project: 

 

Requirement 1: 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/budget/contracts_grants/info_contracts/financial_id/financial_id_en.cfm
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This requirement is common for both Lot 1 and Lot 2.  

 

The applicant should demonstrate the following expertise requirements: 

 

- Expertise on research on Xylella fastidiosa 

 

 

Requirement 2: 

 

This requirement is specific for each Lot. 

 

The applicant should demonstrate the ability to provide a team compliant with the following expertise 

requirements indicated in the Table below for each Lot: 

 

Title of the Lot Requirement n. 2 

Lot 1: Xylella fastidiosa At least one team member with at least 5 years 

of expertise on investigating host range and 

pathogenicity of X. fastidiosa. 

Lot 2: Biology and capacity of X. fastidiosa 

transmission of the sharpshooter 

Draeculacephala robinsoni  

At least one team member with at least 5 years 

of expertise on investigating the biology of 

xylem-sap feeder vectors and potential vectors 

of X. fastidiosa and/or vector transmission of X. 

fastidiosa. 

 

Requirement 3: 

 

This requirement is common for both Lot 1 and Lot 2.  

The coordinator of the proposed team for each Lot must have a very good level of written and spoken 

English. For non-native speakers, this should be demonstrated by an Official certificate of English 

proving a B2 level OR at least 3 years of work/study in an English-speaking environment or least 3 

years of experience working in international projects where English is the working language. 

 

Documents to be provided by the applicant: 

 

• DECLARATION ON HONOUR – Section B (Annex 7); 

to be completed by the applicant or in case of consortium by the coordinator; 

  

• SIMPLIFIED FINANCIAL STATEMENT (Annex 8)  

only required for private bodies if the grant requested from EFSA is >60.000 €. The     template 

published with the Call should be completed for at least the last two closed financial years; 

 

• Evidence requested for requirements 1 

LIST of 5 recent (within last 5 years) scientific publications, reports or ongoing research projects on 

Xylella fastidiosa, co-authored/contributed by members of the project team. 

 

•  Evidence requested for requirements 2:  

CURRICULUM VITAE of the experts and other staff to be involved in the project, including a brief 

description of the expertise and a list of publications relevant to the project for each person 

proposed. If individual team members are not yet assigned for the proposed project, applicants 

should provide details of the staff profiles necessary for the project;   
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LIST OF PROJECT TEAM MEMBERS NAMES – in addition to the CV’s, the applicant should also 

summarise on one page, the names of the individual project team members, and indicating also 

how the project team fulfils the requirements 1, 2 and 3 for each Lot.   

 

• Evidence requested for requirements 3:  

CURRICULUM VITAE of the proposed coordinator of the Project team demonstrating the 

English language requirement. 

 

• LETTER OF COMMITMENT:  

applicable only in the case when other public body financially contributes to the project (body 

other than EFSA, applicant or in case of consortium, its partners); to be signed by the 

contributing public body; it serves to confirm its commitment to financially contribute to the 

project; no template is provided by EFSA; 

 

• INSTITUTIONAL AND INDIVIDUALS DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  

Template available here. EFSA will request Institutional and Individuals DoIs only from the 

awarded beneficiary, prior to the signature of the grant agreement. The requirement to submit 

Institutional and Individual DoIs will be specified in the award letter and will have to be 

provided and assessed by the EFSA Authorising Officer before and as a condition of grant 

agreement signature. Institutional and Individual DoIs do not need to be provided 

with your proposal at this stage. 

In case of a consortium and/or in case of subcontracting, such declarations will need to be 

completed separately and submitted for each partner and for each identified subcontractor 

and for each individual member of the project team coming from consortium partners or 

subcontractors.  

Please refer to EFSA’s policy on independence and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management for more detailed information.   

 

 

 

2.5 AWARD CRITERIA   

 

The applicant should present for each Lot a detailed technical proposal describing how the project will 

specifically address the main and the specific objectives for each Lot. 

 

The quality of the submitted proposals will be assessed by EFSA, in relation to the objectives of the 

Call, based on the award criteria. The following award criteria are applicable in this call for both Lot1 

and Lot 2: 

 

1) The extent to which the proposal is likely to achieve the specific objective(s) for each Lot 

and to deliver output that will be useful: MAX 35 POINTS; 

 

2) The extent to which the project is described in detail, as well as the proposed methodology 

is well described and of high quality: MAX 30 POINTS; 

 

3) Clarity of the project planning , including: phases, clear timelines for the project tasks 

completion, detailed milestones per task (e.g. via a project Gantt chart), expected outcomes 

and deliverables; task distribution among consortium partners (if applicable) and individual 

team members, both internally (i.e. within the consortium/team) and externally (including 

communication with EFSA):  MAX 15 POINTS; 

 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/procurement/toolbox
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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4) Feasibility of the project execution and risks management, including: feasibility of the 

proposed methodology; description of identified risks and proposed mitigating actions, if any, 

proposed contingency plan in case of deviations from the project programme: MAX 15 

POINTS; 

 

5) Cost effectiveness and technical and financial consistency of the proposal: consistency 

between the proposed project and its estimated budget, e.g. how it reflects the task 

distribution/role of partners: MAX 5 POINTS; 

 

In order to be considered for a reserve list, the proposal must score a minimum of 70 points out 

of maximum possible 100 points; Proposals which have satisfied these quality thresholds will be 

ranked in a reserve list.   

 

 

2.6 PROCESS FOLLOWING THE ASSESSMENT AGAINST AWARD CRITERIA 

 

The applicant(s) for each Lot will be notified, once the evaluation has been finalized, whether they are 

placed on the reserve list or not. 

 

EFSA reserves the right to invite the 1st ranked applicant on the reserve list, to adapt its proposal 

based on the evaluators' comments.  

 

Following the successful conclusion of the adaptation phase, the award decision will be taken by EFSA. 

Subsequently, the grant agreement will be prepared.  

 

If the 1st ranked applicant fails to adapt its proposal, EFSA reserves the right to reject the proposal. 

The budget made available in this way may be used for a project of the next ranked applicant on the 

reserve list.  
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3. SUBMITTING PROPOSALS  

 

You may apply for one or both lots. Your proposal should indicate clearly for which lot you 

are applying. 
 

3.1 APPLICATION FORM 

 

The proposal must be submitted using the EFSA APPLICATION FORM (Annex 4). The application 

form is published together with this call. The application form must be:    

 

• duly completed in all its parts; 

• supported with all the requested annexes;  

• signed by a duly authorised legal representative of the applicant. 

 

The applicant should be precise and provide enough detail to ensure the proposal is well described in 

the application form.  

 

By submitting a proposal, the applicant and in case of consortium also partner/s accept/s the 

procedures and conditions described in this Call and in the documents referred to in it. 

 

In addition to a full paper version of the application, the applicant must submit the application also on 

a CD or USB. The electronic version must be identical to the paper version. In case of any discrepancies 

between the electronic and paper version, the latter will prevail. All documents presented by the 

applicant become the property of EFSA and are deemed confidential.   

 

  

3.2 LANGUAGE OF THE PROPOSAL AND THE SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

 

Proposals may be submitted in any official language of the European Union. However, as EFSA`s 

working language is English, the submission of proposals in English would speed up the evaluation 

process.  

 

Please note that some supporting documents are required. These supporting documents are an 

integral part of the proposal. For more information on the relevant supporting documents to be 

submitted, please refer to part 2 of this Call. If these supporting documents are in a language other 

than English, in order to facilitate and speed up the evaluation, it would be appreciated if a reliable 

translation of the relevant parts of the documents into English is provided with the proposal.  

 

 

3.3 SUBMISSION MODALITIES  

 

Proposals are to be submitted as indicated in the second page of this document in the Indicative 

procedure timetable. 

 

 

3.5 EXPECTED DURATION OF PROCEDURE  

 

In accordance with Article 194(2) of the Financial Regulation, the maximum time-limits for the 

procedure are as follows: 
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• All applicants will be informed of the decision regarding their application within 6 months 

of the deadline for submission of proposals;  

• Signature of the grant agreement will take place within 3 months from the date the 

successful applicant/s has/have been informed of the decision on their application.  


