
PRE-SUBMISSION
SUBMISSION &

COMPLETENESS CHECK
RISK ASSESSMENT POST-ADOPTION

MS tasks EFSA to evaluate your 
application

EFSA performs thorough risk
assessment

EFSA Panel adopts the scientific
opinion

Based on EFSA's opinion, EC
prepares a draft regulation

30 working
days

CONNECT.EFSA ESFC 
(E-SUBMISSION FOOD CHA IN PLATFORM)

ESFC
CONNECT.EFSA

OpenEFSA
OpenEFSA

APPLICATION PROCEDURE FOR SUBSTANCES USED IN PLASTIC MATERIALS

Confidentiality
decision-making and
proactive disclosure 

in OpenEFSA

6 months +
Request  of additional
information
In case of a request of  

additional information, 
the process is put on 
hold  until you supply the 
requested  information

Applicant

European Commission (EC)

EFSA

Member State (MS)

Request general pre-submission 
advice on your application 

(optional, highly recommended)

Notify the studies you 
commissioned or carried out as of 

27 March 2021 

Create an EU login account and 
submit your application in ESFC

EFSA receives your application 
and performs the completeness 

check

EFSA holds a public consultation
on the application dossier in 

Connect.EFSA 

The scientific opinion is published 
in the EFSA Journal (available via 

OpenEFSA)

If requested by EFSA, provide 
information on your application

If requested by EFSA, provide 

additional information on your 
application

Based on the outcome of the 
completeness check, EFSA 

decides on the validity of your 

application

Upon validity, the risk assessment 
starts

Register and create a pre-
application ID to perform pre-

submission activities

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/applications/toolkit#connect-efsa
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/applications/toolkit#e-submission-food-chain-platform--esfc
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/
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