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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Panel members

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and the Decision of the Executive Director
on Competing Interest Management, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest
submitted by the Panel members invited to the meeting. No conflicts of interest related to the
issues discussed have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were
declared orally by the Panel members at the beginning.

1 As defined in Article 34 of the document “Implementing Rule of the Management Board of the European Food Safety Authority laying down
the rules on the selection, appointment and operations of the Scientific Committee, Scientific Panels and of their Working Groups”:
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/paneloperation.pdf



https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.efsa.europa.eu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpaneloperation.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CBianca.BOTTONI%40efsa.europa.eu%7Ce2db377e23724523ee3908dd51b362a8%7C406a174be31548bdaa0acdaddc44250b%7C0%7C0%7C638756553074512311%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KG0jWtijMxmsLoMDCWfGIg11tFzZlPnVP2hu1urvMck%3D&reserved=0
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4. Agreement of the minutes of the 174th Panel plenary
meeting held on 30 June 2026

The minutes of the 174t Panel plenary meeting were agreed by written procedure on 30th of
June 2026.

5. Scientific output(s) submitted for discussion/adoption

5.1 Art. 29 - Specified Risk Material (SRM) removal (EFSA-Q-2025-00442)

The Panel reviewed the draft opinion and provided guidance on scientific content, document
structure, and the formulation of conclusions and responses to the Terms of Reference (ToRs).
Discussions focused on the placement of text within the opinion, further reduction of
background information, and refinement of the risk assessment conclusion and instructions
regarding the risk assessment summary.

The meeting participants considered the evidence supporting the efficient transmissibility of
L-type BSE beyond cattle and discussed the skewed distribution of the TSEi model outputs,
particularly with regard to the estimated number of infected carcasses per year and the
associated range of infectivity for classical BSE (C-BSE). The annual probability of occurrence
of C-BSE and the probability of occurrence of a highly infectious BSE-infected carcass,
representing the upper 97.5th percentile of infectivity, were also reviewed. This was in
contrast to the epidemiological situation for L&H types of BSE where the number of infected
carcases is consistent if significantly higher.

The selection of alternative risk measures was discussed (options for specified risk material
(SRM) removal beyond those currently applied under WOAH standards). The meeting
participants also considered the range of outcomes associated with these alternative
measures (changes in the upper threshold for the removal of SRM tissues) at the 97.5th
percentile of infectivity, as well as the probability of recycling C-BSE within the cattle
population.

Regarding answers to the ToRs, the probability of occurrence (for classical BSE) or occurrence
(number of infected carcases per annum for L- and H-BSE), together with the associated
consequences (infectivity released relative to infection thresholds) should be clearly
presented. The assessment should provide clear answers to the ToRs without making a
recommendation as to which, if any, of the alternative measures should be implemented.
Clear and distinct responses should be provided for classical BSE and atypical BSE (L- and H-
BSE), with separate presentation of the respective results.

5.2 Art. 29 - Risk posed by vector-borne diseases: mitigation measures (EFSA-0O-
2025-00186)

The Panel was updated on the assessment of risk mitigation measures for vector-borne
diseases, including the last version of the assessment framework covering different
epidemiological scenarios and surveillance and control objectives, and the results of the
assessment (overview tables). Each surveillance and control measure was scored by experts
according to its contribution to achieving the relevant objective as minor/not applicable,
supportive or core measures, with non-consensus scores discussed collectively. The Panel
was also presented with the approach for addressing uncertainty and the proposed structure
of the Scientific Opinion, which will summarise the main supportive/core measures, relevant


https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2025-00442?search=EFSA-Q-2025-00442
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2025-00186?search=EFSA-Q-2025-00186
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2025-00186?search=EFSA-Q-2025-00186
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combinations of measures and comparison with measures foreseen in legislation. First reading
is planned for the October Plenary, with adoption envisaged by the end of 2026.

5.3 Art. 29 - Request for a Scientific Opinion concerning the welfare of horses (EFSA-

Q-2024-00188)

The draft sections responding to ToR 2 and ToR 3 of the mandate were submitted for first
reading to the Panel. The comments provided by Panel members were reviewed before the
meeting and the most relevant points were discussed during the meeting.

The Panel agreed that the Animal Based Measures (ABMs) sections will be presented as a
separate table that includes the definition, interpretation and welfare consequences measured
by the ABM.

The Panel commented on the drafted conclusions of ToR3 and was also informed that the WG
is currently developing the conclusions of ToR 2.

The panel was informed that as next step, all the comments and discussion on the draft
Scientific Opinion will be addressed by the Working Group and a new version of the text will
be submitted to the Panel for thorough reading and discussed in the October plenary meeting.

5.4 Art. 29 - Request for a Scientific Opinion concerning the welfare of donkeys and

hybrids (EFSA-Q-2024-00189)

The draft Scientific Opinion concerning the welfare of donkeys and hybrids was submitted for
first reading prior to the meeting, and a discussion was carried out during the meeting on
selected relevant aspects.

The panel was informed that as next step, all the comments and discussion on the draft
Scientific Opinion will be addressed by the Working Group and a new version of the text will
be submitted to the Panel for thorough reading and discussed in the October plenary meeting.

5.5 Art. 29 - Vector-borne diseases: risk of introduction, spread and impact (EFSA-

Q-2025-00185)

The updated umbrella protocol was presented and endorsed by the AHAW Panel experts. The
updated protocol provides a clearer description of the different assessment components and
their associated reports and protocols, including the Knowledge Mapping, Pathway
Assessment, LORA Risk Assessment and HYSPLIT Wind-borne Incursion Assessment.

The comments received on the LORA risk assessment outcomes for Batch 1 and Batch 2
vector-borne diseases were reviewed and the proposed responses were agreed.

The outcomes of the LORA incursion risk assessment for the Batch 1 vector-borne diseases
(CCHFV, EEEV, WEEV, JEV, Leishmania infantum, LSDV, RVFV, TBEV and WNV) were
presented and endorsed.

An update on the methodology for assessing wind-borne pathogen incursion using the
HYSPLIT model was presented. The comments received on the wind-borne incursion
assessments covering all three disease batches were reviewed and addressed. The proposed
methodological updates and responses to comments were agreed by the Panel.


https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2024-00188?search=EFSA-Q-2024-00188
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2024-00188?search=EFSA-Q-2024-00188
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2024-00189?search=EFSA-Q-2024-00189
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2025-00185?search=EFSA-Q-2025-00185
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2025-00185?search=EFSA-Q-2025-00185
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5.6 Art. 29 - Scientific Opinion on the notification by Sweden of stricter national
measures according to Article 26(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1099/2009 (EFSA-0O-
2025-00653)

The draft Scientific Opinion was submitted to the Panel as first reading. It was agreed to
replace the Table of the duration of unconsciousness with narrative text including advice on
the interpretation of the values given by different countries, to improve clarity of another two
Tables, to put the text of the protocol regarding the uncertainty also in the section of
methodology, to move the description of the stunning method at the beginning of the
assessment section and to separate the literature according to its category, making also a
reference to the Report of EC on the “Preparation of best practices on the protection of animals
at the time of killing”. The Opinion will be submitted to the Panel in October for thorough
discussion.

5.7 New World Screwworm mandate (EFSA-0Q-2026-00276)

An update on the progress of the drafting of the Scientific Report was provided. After a brief
recap of the terms of reference and the working group members, the structure of the report
as well as the timelines for its finalization were explained. The draft report will be discussed
with the AHAW Panel members at the October plenary meeting.

5.8 Art. 31 and Art. 29 - Vaccination against Newcastle disease (EFSA-Q-2026-
00300 and EFSA-0-2026-00301)

The protocol, previously circulated to the Panel, was discussed. It included the interpretation
of the Terms of Reference (ToRs), their translation into assessment questions and sub-
questions, the proposed assessment methodology and the associated data needs. Comments
received from Panel members had been addressed prior to the meeting, while a limited
number were discussed during the plenary. It was clarified that surveillance activities aimed
at demonstrating freedom from disease are outside the scope of ToR 2 and, therefore, will
not be considered in the assessment. The indicative timelines for the preparation and
approval/adoption of the Scientific Report and the Scientific Opinion were presented. The
Panel endorsed the protocol.

5.9 Art. 29 - RVF: Product movement from restricted zones - Update on mandate
and Working Group composition (EFSA-Q-2026-00333)

The Panel was updated on the new RVF mandate and the proposed approach for developing
a modular risk-assessment methodology for Category A diseases, using RVF as a pilot.

The Panel was also informed about the Working Group (WG) composition, the preliminary
planning of the work and Jan Arend Stegeman was appointed as WG chair. First draft of the
protocol is planned to be shared with the AHAW Panel in October and the final deadline for
the adoption of the Scientific Opinion is foreseen in June 2027.

6. Any other business

6.1 Presentation of the R4EU tool

EFSA presented the EKE Core tool of the R4EU platform
(https://rdeu.efsa.europa.eu/app/eke-core) to the AHAW panel members. It was explained
how the tool could be used by AHAW panel members and their institutes and how they can


https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2025-00653?search=EFSA-Q-2025-00653
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2025-00653?search=EFSA-Q-2025-00653
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2026-00276?search=EFSA-Q-2026-00276
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2026-00300?search=EFSA-Q-2026-00300
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https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2026-00333?search=EFSA-Q-2026-00333
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request their role as facilitator. A demo was provided for elicitation of distribution, ranking of
welfare items and uncertainty assessments of conclusions.

6.2 AOB

The Panel was informed about the Omnibus X and Biotech Act legislative proposals, which
following their publication, have been transmitted to the European Parliament and the Council
of the EU, which will develop their positions through the ordinary co-decision process. The
experts were informed that updates on this item are shared on the Expert’s corner site. The
Panel expressed also interest in receiving more detailed explanations on these two proposals
in the next Plenary meeting.

7. Next meeting

The next meeting will be held on 28-29 October 2026, online.



