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SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON ANIMAL HEALTH AND ANIMAL 
WELFARE 
8th working group meeting on the request for a scientific opinion on the potential 
BSE risk of aligning the EU requirements for Specified Risk Material (SRM) removal 
with the revised WOAH Code Chapter 11.4 

04 September 09:30 – 13:30 h 

 

MINUTES - Agreed on 8 September 2026 
   

 

 

Location: Virtual meeting, Microsoft Teams 

 

Attendees:  

o Working group members:  
Romolo Nonno (Chair), Olivier Andreoletti, Amie Adkin, Vincent Beringue, Christine 
Hoffmann Fast and Mark Arnold. 

 

o Hearing expert:    
Angel Ortiz Pelaez 
 

o EFSA:  
Sean Ashe. 

 

o Observer:  
Kamela Kryemadhi. 

 

I. Welcome and apologies 

The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed the members of the Working Group (WG). No apologies 
were received.  

 

II. Adoption of the agenda 

Agenda was adopted without changes. 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA's Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive 
Director on Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations 
of Interest filled out by the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No 
conflicts of interest related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified 
during the screening process, and no interests were declared orally by the Working 
Group members at the beginning of this meeting. 
 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 7th Working Group 
meeting held on 9 July 2026, via web-conference  

 

1 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf   
2 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/decision-ed-on-competing-interest-management-2024.pdf 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf
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MEETING MINUTES – 04 September 2026  
 

8th working group meeting on the request for a scientific opinion on the potential 
BSE risk of aligning the EU requirements for Specified Risk Material (SRM) 
removal with the revised WOAH Code Chapter 11.4 

The minutes of the 7th Working Group meeting were agreed by written 

procedure on 17 July 2026. 

V. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

The Working Group reviewed the latest draft assessment, focusing on the baseline and 
alternative measure scenarios for infectivity, bovine risk and human exposure. Discussions 
concentrated on the interpretation and presentation of TSEi and PAP model outputs, including 
updates to figures, exposure estimates and scenario-specific results. The group also 
reviewed the re-emergence scenario, the uncertainty assessment and the draft answers to 
the Terms of Reference. Members agreed on a number of refinements to improve the clarity, 
consistency and scientific interpretation of the opinion, with remaining modelling results and 
editorial updates to be completed before the next review. 

VI. Any other business 

There was no other business. The Chair thanked the participants and closed the meeting. 
 

VII. Next meetings  

The next meetings were agreed as follows: 

 9th meeting: Monday 12 October 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 

 10th meeting: Friday 6 November 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 



 
 

1 
 

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON ANIMAL HEALTH AND ANIMAL 
WELFARE 
7th working group meeting on the request for a scientific opinion on the potential 
BSE risk of aligning the EU requirements for Specified Risk Material (SRM) removal 
with the revised WOAH Code Chapter 11.4 

9 July 14:00 – 18:00 h 

 

MINUTES - Agreed on 17 July 2026 
   

 

 

Location: Virtual meeting, Microsoft Teams 

 

Attendees:  

o Working group members:  
Romolo Nonno (Chair), Olivier Andreoletti, Amie Adkin, Vincent Beringue, Christine 
Hoffmann Fast and Mark Arnold. 

 

o Hearing expert:    
Angel Ortiz Pelaez 
 

o EFSA:  
Sean Ashe. 

 

o Observer:  
Kamela Kryemadhi. 

 

I. Welcome and apologies 

The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed the members of the Working Group (WG). No apologies 
were received.  

 

II. Adoption of the agenda 

Agenda was adopted adding to the discussion the review of the comments from the European 
Commission. 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA's Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive 
Director on Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations 
of Interest filled out by the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No 
conflicts of interest related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified 
during the screening process, and no interests were declared orally by the Working 
Group members at the beginning of this meeting. 
 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 6th Working Group 
meeting held on 12 June 2026, via web-conference  

 

1 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf   
2 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/decision-ed-on-competing-interest-management-2024.pdf 
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MEETING MINUTES – 12 June 2026  
 

7th working group meeting on the request for a scientific opinion on the potential 
BSE risk of aligning the EU requirements for Specified Risk Material (SRM) 
removal with the revised WOAH Code Chapter 11.4 

The minutes of the 6th Working Group meeting were agreed by written 

procedure on 22 June 2026. 

V. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

The Working Group reviewed the comments received from the European Commission and 
the AHAW Panel, agreeing on revisions to the structure and narrative of the draft opinion, 
including clarification of the interpretation of human exposure and the purpose of the 
classical BSE re-emergence scenario. The Group discussed the latest outputs of the TSEi 
SRM and PAP models, including the interpretation of classical and atypical BSE risks under 
current SRM measures, WOAH provisions and alternative measures, and agreed on several 
methodological and presentation improvements. Particular attention was given to the 
treatment of atypical BSE infectivity, human exposure assessment, zoonotic potential, and 
the communication of uncertainties. Actions were assigned to finalise model outputs, 
improve data presentation, develop summary tables and figures, complete missing sections 
of the opinion and prepare the draft for first reading in September. 

VI. Any other business 

There was no other business. The Chair thanked the participants and closed the meeting. 
 

VII. Next meetings  

The next meetings were agreed as follows: 

 8th meeting: Friday 4 September 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 

 9th meeting: Monday 12 October 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 

 10th meeting: Friday 6 November 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 



 
 

1 
 

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON ANIMAL HEALTH AND ANIMAL 
WELFARE 
6th working group meeting on the request for a scientific opinion on the potential 
BSE risk of aligning the EU requirements for Specified Risk Material (SRM) removal 
with the revised WOAH Code Chapter 11.4 

12 June 09:30h - 13:30 h 

 

MINUTES - Agreed on 22 June 2026 
   

 

 

Location: Virtual meeting, Microsoft Teams 

 

Attendees:  

o Working group members:  
Romolo Nonno (Chair), Olivier Andreoletti, Amie Adkin, Vincent Beringue and Christine 
Hoffmann Fast.  

 

o Hearing expert:    
Angel Ortiz Pelaez,  Jose Angel Gomez Ruiz 
 

o EFSA:  
Sean Ashe. 

 

o Observer:  
Kamela Kryemadhi. 

 

I. Welcome and apologies 

The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed the members of the Working Group (WG).  

Apologies were received by Mark Arnold. 

 

II. Adoption of the agenda 

 The agenda was adopted without changes. 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA's Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive 
Director on Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations 
of Interest filled out by the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No 
conflicts of interest related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified 
during the screening process, and no interests were declared orally by the Working 
Group members at the beginning of this meeting. 
 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 5th Working Group 
meeting held on 13 May 2026, via web-conference  

 

1 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf   
2 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/decision-ed-on-competing-interest-management-2024.pdf 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf
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MEETING MINUTES – 12 June 2026  
 

6th working group meeting on the request for a scientific opinion on the potential 
BSE risk of aligning the EU requirements for Specified Risk Material (SRM) 
removal with the revised WOAH Code Chapter 11.4 

The minutes of the 5th Working Group meeting were agreed by written 

procedure on 22 May 2026. 

V. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

The working group reviewed EFSA Comprehensive Food Consumption Database outputs with 
the hearing expert, focusing on extraction of consumption data for brain as the main 
contributor for acute human exposure. It was agreed that spinal cord consumption could not 
be assessed due to absence in the database, and that pig brain consumption may be 
considered as a proxy for bovine brain where data are limited. The Group discussed AHAW 
Panel feedback, noting the need for clearer presentation of results, improved table 
structures, and prioritisation of median and percentile-based outputs over means for skewed 
distributions. Updates to the TSEi SRM model were examined, including atypical BSE 
infectivity estimates, data discrepancies across sources, and the definition of scenarios. It 
was agreed that outputs should include full distributions and that tables should clearly 
distinguish inputs and outputs. The integration of the PAP model with TSEi SRM outputs was 
discussed, highlighting the need to preserve dependencies between infectivity and number 
of infected carcasses and to finalise key input parameters prior to further runs. For human 
exposure, the Group agreed to focus on acute exposure using consumption of brain in a 
single day, targeting the highest-consuming group, with complementary considerations for 
broader exposure scenarios. The agreed work plan included cleaning the consumption 
dataset, refining inclusion criteria, revising model tables, completing model runs for selected 
scenarios, and redrafting sections of the opinion in line with Panel feedback. 

 

VI. Any other business 

There was no other business. The Chair thanked the participants and closed the meeting. 
 

VII. Next meetings  

The next meetings were agreed as follows: 

 7th meeting: Thursday 9 July 2026, 14:00 – 18:00 CEST 

 8th meeting: Friday 4 September 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 

 9th meeting: Monday 12 October 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 

 10th meeting: Friday 6 November 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 
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SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON ANIMAL HEALTH AND ANIMAL 
WELFARE 
5th working group meeting on the request for a scientific opinion on the potential 
BSE risk of aligning the EU requirements for Specified Risk Material (SRM) removal 
with the revised WOAH Code Chapter 11.4 

13 May 09:30h - 13:30 h 

 

MINUTES - Agreed on 22 May 2026 
   

 

 

Location: Virtual meeting, Microsoft Teams 

 

Attendees:  

o Working group members:  
Romolo Nonno (Chair), Olivier Andreoletti, Amie Adkin, Vincent Beringue and Christine 
Hoffmann Fast.  

 

o Hearing expert:    
Angel Ortiz Pelaez. 
 

o EFSA:  
Sean Ashe. 

 

o Observer:  
Kamela Kryemadhi. 

 

I. Welcome and apologies 

The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed the members of the Working Group (WG). EFSA 
informed the group that Mark Arnold has been recruited as a member of the Working group.  

Apologies were received by Mark Arnold. 

 

II. Adoption of the agenda 

As the Draft Opinion is to be shared with the AHAW Panel at the upcoming meeting on 27 
May, the agenda was revised. The originally planned discussions on (a) risk characterization 
and the introduction to exposure and risk characterization for atypical BSE, (b) alternative 
measures, and (c) the re-emergence scenario were replaced with a dedicated discussion on 
preparing and reviewing the selected sections of Draft Opinion for the AHAW Panel meeting. 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA's Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive 
Director on Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations 
of Interest filled out by the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No 
conflicts of interest related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified 
during the screening process, and no interests were declared orally by the Working 
Group members at the beginning of this meeting. 
 

 

1 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf   
2 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/decision-ed-on-competing-interest-management-2024.pdf 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf
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MEETING MINUTES – 13 May 2026  
 

5th working group meeting on the request for a scientific opinion on the potential 
BSE risk of aligning the EU requirements for Specified Risk Material (SRM) 
removal with the revised WOAH Code Chapter 11.4 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 4th Working Group 
meeting held on 13 April 2026, via web-conference  

The minutes of the 4th Working Group meeting were agreed by written 

procedure on 22 April 2026. 

V. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 
 

The Working Group reviewed the updates to the TSEi SRM model, including refinements 
to input data, methodological changes, and provisional outputs, and discussed the 
interpretation of results, in particular the implications of skewed distributions and the 
use of worst-case versus average scenarios. 

The Group also considered the adaptation of the PAP model to assess risk in bovines 
using TSEi outputs, including different modelling approaches and the need to update 
input data. 

The preparation of the Draft Opinion for the upcoming AHAW Panel meeting was 
discussed, with agreement to share a clean version including only the most developed 
sections, while key methodological aspects and uncertainties would be presented for 
discussion. 

Finally, the Working Group reviewed the draft opinion, agreed on actions to finalise the 
selected sections, and confirmed the next steps for completing the assessment. 

V. Any other business 

There was no other business. The Chair thanked the participants and closed the meeting. 
 

VI. Next meetings  

The next meetings were agreed as follows: 

 6th meeting: Friday 12 June 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 

 7th meeting: Thursday 9 July 2026, 14:00 – 18:00 CEST 

 8th meeting: Friday 4 September 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 

 9th meeting: Monday 12 October 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 

 10th meeting: Friday 6 November 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 



 
 

1 
 

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON ANIMAL HEALTH AND ANIMAL 
WELFARE 
4th working group meeting on the request for a scientific opinion on the potential 
BSE risk of aligning the EU requirements for Specified Risk Material (SRM) removal 
with the revised WOAH Code Chapter 11.4 

13 April 09:30h - 13:30 h 

 

MINUTES - Agreed on 22 April 2026 
  

 

 

Location: Virtual meeting, Microsoft Teams 

 

Attendees:  

o Working group members:  
Romolo Nonno (Chair), Olivier Andreoletti, Amie Adkin, Vincent Beringue and Christine 
Hoffmann Fast.  

 

o Hearing expert:    
Mark Arnold and Angel Ortiz Pelaez. 
 

o EFSA:  
Sean Ashe. 

 

o Observer:  
Kamela Kryemadhi. 

 

I. Welcome and apologies 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. The Chair informed the Working 
Group that Marion Simmons had resigned from the WG. 

II. Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes.       
 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups 
members 

In accordance with EFSA's Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive 
Director on Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations 
of Interest filled out by the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No 
conflicts of interest related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified 
during the screening process, and no interests were declared orally by the Working 
Group members at the beginning of this meeting. 
 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 3rd Working Group 

meeting held on 18 and 19 February 2025, in Parma 
 
The minutes of the 3rd Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 25 
February 2026. 

 

1 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf   
2 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/decision-ed-on-competing-interest-management-2024.pdf 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf
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MEETING MINUTES – 13 April 2026  
 

4th working group meeting on the request for a scientific opinion on the potential 
BSE risk of aligning the EU requirements for Specified Risk Material (SRM) 
removal with the revised WOAH Code Chapter 11.4 

V. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 
 

The Working Group reviewed the interpretation of the Terms of Reference and the 
assessment protocol, confirming the suitability of the modelling approach and the planned 
use of conservative assumptions supported by distributions. Progress on the Data and 
Methodologies chapter was discussed, including updates to the back‑calculation approach 
and the TSEi SRM model. 

Key sections of the assessment addressing SRM lists, exposure pathways and infectivity 
parameters were reviewed, with particular focus on the differentiation between classical and 
atypical BSE, associated uncertainties, and proposed sensitivity analyses. Updates on 
modelling inputs, age‑at‑onset distributions and planned scenarios were presented. 

 

I. Any other business 

There was no other business. The Chair thanked the participants and closed the meeting. 
 

II. Next meetings  

The next meetings were agreed as follows: 

 5th meeting: Wednesday 13 May 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 

 6th meeting: Friday 12 June 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 

 7th meeting: Thursday 9 July 2026, 14:00 – 18:00 CEST 

 8th meeting: Friday 4 September 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 

 9th meeting: Monday 12 October 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 

 10th meeting: Friday 6 November 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 



   
SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON ANIMAL HEALTH AND  
ANIMAL WELFARE 
3rd working group meeting on the request for a scientific opinion on the potential BSE 

risk of aligning the EU requirements for Specified Risk Material (SRM) removal with the 

revised WOAH Code Chapter 11.4 

18 February 13:30h - 17:30 h 

19 February 08:30h - 12:30 h 

MINUTES - Agreed on 25 February 2025 
 

Location: Physical meeting, EFSA HQ Parma  

Attendees: 

o Working group members: 

Romolo Nonno (Chair), Marion Simmons, Olivier Andreoletti, Amie Adkin, Vincent 

Beringue, Christine Hoffmann Fast. 

o Hearing Expert: Angel Ortiz Pelaez. 

o EFSA:  

Sean Ashe. 

o Observer: 

Kamela Kryemadhi. 

I.Welcome and apologies 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

II. Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA's Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director 

on Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled 

out by the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No conflicts of interest 

related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening 

process, and no interests were declared orally by the Working Group members at the 

beginning of this meeting. 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 2nd Working Group 
meeting held via web-conference 

The minutes of the 2nd Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 23 January 2026. 

V. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

The working group reviewed the Panel’s comments in the draft Protocol, agreeing to clarify the 
modelling description under SAQ 1.3, confirm inclusion of a re‑emergence scenario, and refine 
wording in the ToR interpretation, including focus on negligible‑risk SRM lists, exclusion of 
imported‑material quantification, and qualitative treatment of indirect exposure routes. The 
protocol will include an expanded modelling description, a single key bovine exposure route, and 
worst‑case human exposure assessment, with qualitative evaluation of alternative age‑limit 
measures. The group reviewed the DEFRA model components, confirmed key assumptions for 
classical and atypical BSE infectivity (including maximum titres, log‑normal 

1  https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf  

2 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/decision-ed-on-competing-interest-management-2024.pdf  

1 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/decision-ed-on-competing-interest-management-2024.pdf


distributions, and unified doubling‑time estimates), and agreed on parameterisation for 
atypical oral transmissibility. Drafting guidance for SAQ 1.1 and SAQ 1.2 was finalised, 
confirming focus on EU negligible‑risk conditions, potential ABP uses of deregulated tissues, 
bovine exposure via feed cross‑contamination, and human exposure via direct food 
consumption. The protocol will be finalised and shared with the AHAW Panel. 

I.Any other business 

There was no other business. The Chair thanked the participants and closed the meeting. 

II.Next meetings 

The next meetings were agreed as follows: 

 4th meeting: Monday 13 April 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 

 5th meeting: Wednesday 13 May 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 

 6th meeting: Friday 12 June 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 

 7th meeting: Thursday 9 July 2026, 14:00 – 18:00 CEST 

 8th meeting: Friday 4 September 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 

 9th meeting: Monday 12 October 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 

 10th meeting: Tuesday 10 November 2026, 9:30 – 13:30 CEST 
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 MEETING MINUTES – 18-19 February 2026

3rd working group meeting on the request for a scientific opinion on the potential BSE 

risk of aligning the EU requirements for Specified Risk Material (SRM) removal with 
the revised WOAH Code Chapter 11.4 



   
SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON ANIMAL HEALTH AND  
ANIMAL WELFARE 
2nd working group meeting on the request for a scientific opinion on the potential BSE 

risk of aligning the EU requirements for Specified Risk Material (SRM) removal with the 

revised WOAH Code Chapter 11.4 

06 January 2026 09:00– 13:00h 

MINUTES - Agreed on 23 January 2025 

Location: Web-Conference  

Attendees: 

o Working group members: 

Romolo Nonno (Chair), Marion Simmons, Olivier Andreoletti, Amie Adkin, Vincent 

Beringue, Christine Hoffmann Fast. 

o Hearing Expert:  
Angel Ortiz Pelaez. 

o EFSA:  

Sean Ashe. 

I. Welcome and apologies 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

II. Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA's Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director 

on Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled 

out by the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No conflicts of interest 

related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening 

process, and no interests were declared orally by the Working Group members at the 

beginning of this meeting. 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 1st Working Group 
meeting held via web-conference 

The minutes of the 1st Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 19 September 2025. 

V. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

The Working Group met to clarify the Terms of Reference, agree on the structure of the risk 
assessment protocol, and review modelling approaches for evaluating the impact of aligning 
EU specified risk material (SRM) rules with WOAH standards. 

It was agreed that the assessment will focus on food and feed pathways, while other uses will be 
addressed narratively. The protocol will include questions on bovine risk, human exposure, and 
the added value of maintaining current measures or introducing alternatives. Modelling options 
were discussed, and a simplified approach combining existing models will be explored. For atypical 
BSE, classical BSE parameters will be used as a conservative assumption. Potential commercial 
uses of deregulated tissues were noted for narrative inclusion. 

1  https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf  

2 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/decision-ed-on-competing-interest-management-2024.pdf  

1 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/decision-ed-on-competing-interest-management-2024.pdf


  
 

MEETING MINUTES – 6 January 2026 

2nd working group meeting on the request for a scientific opinion on the potential 
BSE risk of aligning the EU requirements for Specified Risk Material (SRM) removal 
with the revised WOAH Code Chapter 11.4 

 
 

I.Any other business 

There was no other business. The Chair thanked the participants and closed the meeting. 

II.Next meetings 

The next meetings were agreed as follows: 

 3rd WG meeting: Wednesday 18 February 2026 13:30h – 17:30h CET and Thursday 
19 February 2026 09:00-13:00h CET. Physical meeting at EFSA HQ Parma. 

2 



   
SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON ANIMAL HEALTH AND  
ANIMAL WELFARE 
1st working group meeting on the request for a scientific opinion on the potential BSE 

risk of aligning the EU requirements for Specified Risk Material (SRM) removal with the 

revised WOAH Code Chapter 11.4 

11 September 2025 13:30 – 17:30  

MINUTES - Agreed on 19 September 2025 
 

Location: Web-Conference 

Attendees: 

o Working group members: 

Romolo Nonno (Chair), Marion Simmons, Olivier Andreoletti, Amie Adkin and Vincent 

Beringue. 

o EFSA: 

Kamela Kryemadhi, Angel Ortiz Pelaez. 

I. Welcome and apologies 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

II. Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA's Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director 

on Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled 

out by the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No conflicts of interest 

related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening 

process, and no interests were declared orally by the Working Group members at the 

beginning of this meeting. 

IV. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

a) request for a scientific opinion on the potential BSE risk of aligning the EU 
requirements for Specified Risk Material (SRM) removal with the revised WOAH 
Code Chapter 11.4 

The chair opened a brainstorming session requesting the members to identify any point of the 
ToR of the mandate that might be unclear and could be clarified with the requestor. It was 
agreed not to request any clarification of the ToR to the EC at this initial stage and include the 
interpretation of the ToR in the corresponding section of the opinion. A number of topics were 
discussed during the session: the risk of imported material vs. only EU produced; the purpose 
of SRM in the current BSE situation, the definition of risk for bovine and humans; 

1  https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf  

2 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/decision-ed-on-competing-interest-management-2024.pdf  

1 
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The estimation of total infectivity per clinical bovine and at population level applying SRM rules 
of in WOAH vs. EU; the use available models: TSEi model (EFSA, 2014), gelatine model (EFSA, 
2023) or develop new models; the impact of prevalence on number of infected animals in 
population (by status: negligible, controlled, etc.); the definition of added value and how an 
alternative list of SRM could be proposed. A number of actions were agreed and so were the 
dates of the next two meetings. 

V. Any other business 

There was no other business. The Chair thanked the participants and closed the meeting. 

VI. Next meetings 

The next meetings were agreed as follows: 

 2nd WG meeting: Tuesday 6 January 2026 09:00-13:00h CET. Web-meeting 
 3rd WG meeting: Wednesday 18 February 2026 13:30h – 17:30h CET and Thursday 

19 February 2026 09:00-13:00h CET. Physical meeting at EFSA HQ Parma. 
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MEETING MINUTES – 11 September 2025 

1st working group meeting on the request for a scientific opinion on the potential BSE 
risk of aligning the EU requirements for Specified Risk Material (SRM) removal with 
the revised WOAH Code Chapter 11.4 
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