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Background

• From MS comments, in some cases concerns have emerged about
inclusion rates used in 90-day toxicity studies with whole GM food/feed.

GMO network role

• Review the issue and its implications;

• Assess whether EFSA (2014) inclusion-rate recommendations should be
updated;

• Identify gaps and gather scientific evidence to support potential future
recommendations.

ITEM PRESENTED AT THE GMO NETWORK MEETING



EFSA 2014 RECOMMENDATIONS



DEVIATIONS/UNCLARITIES FROM EFSA (2014)

Oilseed rape meal

• Applicants used 15% inclusion rate

• EFSA (2014) recommends 25%

• Several MS questioned whether 15% is
sufficiently sensitive according to EFSA (2014)

Sugar beet pulp

• Applicants used 5% inclusion rate

• Lack of recommendations in EFSA (2014)

• Several MS questioned whether 5% is too low
to detect possible effects

Only for soybean is specified the inclusion rate
to be used in case of defatted (30%) or full fat
meal (20%).

Austria

Latvia

Hungary

Belgium

MS COMMENTS



EU SURVEY – EFSA QUESTIONS

The survey focused on assessing:

1. The need for updating inclusion-rate
recommendations based on recent data
and scientific insights;

2. Identified which crops might require
additional guidance;

3. Requested relevant studies or datasets
to support any proposed revisions.
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EU SURVEY – FEEDBACK RECEIVED 

• An update might be needed based on more recent and robust scientific data to
reflect current knowledge;

• Absence of recommendations for certain crops have been confirmed (e.g. sugar
beet);

• Few relevant studies have been provided;

• Inclusion rates should match livestock feeding practices.
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These comments will be proposed for discussion with Food & Feed experts at the 
upcoming meetings



STAY CONNECTED

SUBSCRIBE TO
efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters
efsa.europa.eu/en/rss
Careers.efsa.europa.eu – job alerts

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
@efsa_eu @methods_efsa
@plants_efsa @animals_efsa

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM
@one_healthenv_eu

CONTACT US
efsa.europa.eu/en/contact/askefsa

FOLLOW US ON LINKEDIN
Linkedin.com/company/efsa

LISTEN TO OUR PODCAST
Science on the Menu –Spotify, Apple Podcast and YouTube 
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