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35TH (ONLINE) AND 36TH (PHYSICAL) MEETING OF AGOD
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• Update on EFSA data activities and FP Task Force
• Subgroups check-in
• Sharing MS experience
• Workshop on Food Data Space
• 2026 Data Symposium ‘People Readiness for AI’



EFSA UPDATES

• DEEP
• Monitoring and 

surveillance data for 
chemicals

• Focal Point Task Force 
alignment

• EFSA AI maturity 
assessment 

• AI Moonshot

3



SUBGROUPS CHECK-IN: TOOLS & ECOSYSTEMS

• Nehir Kızılilsoley, Floor van Meer, Osman Mutlu, 
Wouter Hoenderdaal, Rosan Hobé, Wenjuan Mu, 
Arjen Gerssen, H.J. van der Fels-Klerx, Ákos 
Jóźwiak, Ioannis Manikas, Ali Hürriyetoglu, Bas van 
der Velden: Food safety trends across Europe: 
insights from the 392-million-entry CompreHensive
European Food Safety (CHEFS) database. Food 
Control, Vol 182, 2026, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodcont.2025.111816

• GitHub: 
https://github.com/WFSRDataScience/CHEFS
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https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodcont.2025.111816
https://github.com/WFSRDataScience/CHEFS


SUBGROUPS CHECK-IN: DATA MANAGEMENT

• Position Paper on Interoperability
• Project proposal On supporting MS in 

inventorizing data collections, IT systems 
and legal standards → see later
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SUBGROUPS CHECK-IN: PEOPLE & CAPACITY
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Discussion in three “permanent” groups:
Data strategy
Data governance and culture
Specialized capacity building

• Focus and aim of the different sections
• The boundary between the individual 

sections
• Interdependencies
• Challenges

Planned outcome: Position paper
• Focus on needs for CB on data to be 

successful
• Analyse gaps and identify actions
• Ensure commitment and investment
• See Data culture as a cross-cutting 

theme 
• Holistic view on organizations

• Identifying “good practises” – survey?



SUBGROUPS CHECK-IN: INNOVATION

• Position Paper on AI in Food Safety Regulatory Science
• Validation and benchmarking

• Possibility of having a joint special issue on AGoD SG position papers?
• New chair is coming
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SHARING MS EXPERIENCE
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Advisory Group on Data 
Roadmap 2024 – 2027

1. Establish new AGoD way of working – Clusters subgroups

3. Set up inter-agency expert group on data

5. Develop connections with other data-related initiatives

6. Develop a relationship diagram Food Safety entities

7. Define data governance roles at MS level – analysis and recommendations

2024 Q3-4 2025 Q1-2 2025 Q3-4 2026 Q1-2 2026 Q3-4 2027 Q1-2 2027 Q3-4

2. Set up and run data flow mapping in MSs (10 counties, 18 data domains)

4. Organise AGoD meeting(s) with SCOPAFF

2024 Q3-4 2025 Q1-2 2025 Q3-4 2026 Q1-2 2026 Q3-4 2027 Q1-2 2027 Q3-4

5. Implement metadata governance

1. Develop data quality monitoring system​

6. Initiate discussions on the feasibility of a single European food safety data model

7. Define strategic models and stakeholders

2. Integrate food Consumption recommendations in AGoD

3. Integrate and standardise controlled terminology across the European Food System

4. Develop harmonised ontologies through dedicated working groups

4. Promote and launch an AI lighthouse project​

5. Start collaboration initiatives to create larger training datasets

2024 Q3-4 2025 Q1-2 2025 Q3-4 2026 Q1-2 2026 Q3-4 2027 Q1-2 2027 Q3-4

1. Introduce an AI state of play standing agenda item in AGoD​ meetings 

2. Develop White Paper “Using AI in food safety regulatory science”   

3. Organise Hackathon - combining EFSA reporting data and ‘unusual’ data sources​

2024 Q3-4 2025 Q1-2 2025 Q3-4 2026 Q1-2 2026 Q3-4 2027 Q1-2 2027 Q3-4

1. Develop reference profiles and minimal capacity / capability needs​

3. Foster trainings at EU and MS level ​

5. Promote and develop community of practice​

6. Organise Annual food safety data science conference and continuous improvement​

4. Establish Link to EU-FORA 

2. Develop good practice guidelines for visualisation 

2024 Q3-4 2025 Q1-2 2025 Q3-4 2026 Q1-2 2026 Q3-4

4. Draft a project proposal for data Capture in Foodex2​

1. Build a Business rules engine

2. Analyse and present MSs reporting automation needs and requirements​

6. Analyse and present data exchange, analysis needs and requirements between MSs and EFSA​

3. Analyse and present data mapping (and transformation) needs and requirements from MSs to EFSA models​

8. Analyse and present existing best practices for open/restricted data publication and retrieval at MSs and EFSA

9. Define "event driven approach” specific applications to MSs

5. Analyse and present data cataloguing needs and requirements for MSs and EFSA​

7. Analyse needs for a central data and knowledge platform between MSs and EFSA​

People and 
Capacity

Tools and 
ecosystem

Innovation

Data Management 

Data Governance

www.efsa.europa.eu

9. Use common standards for authentication when connecting databases 

8. Understand the strategic data model 

6. Initiate a project on use-case for traceability data in rapid risk assessment 



EUROPEAN FOOD DATA SPACE
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Future visioning exercise in Copenhagen: Food Data Space as the next 
big thing for AGoD

• Collect use-cases, benefits, stakeholder needs and national intiatives until the meeting in 
March

• Have a clear definition of which data are relevant are which not –map relevant European 
data domains (project with DG SANTE)

• Follow an iterative approach
• Understand other data spaces (invite AGRI-dataspace to AGoD)
• Invite the Data Spaces Support Centre

Synthesis of results at AGoD meeting in January and agreement on 
next steps



FOOD DATA SPACE: 2 USE-CASES IDENTIFIED

• Faster Incident Management 
• including RA, RM, RC

• Burden it solves: 
• slow reaction in case of incident because of 

fragmented / not aligned / different ownership of 
MS-COM-EFSA-other agency data and data 
standards

• later, the use-case can be extended to traceability 
data, and then to industry traceability data

• Why is it the best use case: 
• solving a practical problem
• authorities + consumers + industry all can relate 

and can be incentivized
• similar case as Health Data Space
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• Alignment of food classification between 
legislation and Risk Assessment

• Burden it solves:
• fragmented classification systems and 

terminologies across EC, EFSA, and MS and across 
multiple systems (e.g., RASFF, IMSOC, DCF, 
TRACES)

• limiting data interoperability, discoverability, and 
reuse for risk assessment and management.

• Why it is the best use case:
• harmonises food classification systems (e.g., 

FoodEx and CN codes).
• establishes common data and metadata standards 

through the data space.
• improves data availability, searchability, and 

analytical readiness across systems.



FOOD DATA SPACE: NEXT STEPS 
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Dec. 2025 – Top-down future visioning on Food Data Space

March 2026 – Bottom-up investigation of collected use cases by 
thematic categories

April 2026 - Validation of Workshop outcomes by SGs 

April 2026 - Invite Data Space Support Centre

June 2026 - Draft a high-level plan for further action 

Data Space Cartography exercise (COM?) and other supporting 
activities (e.g. TMA supporting MS in the Cartography exercise)



2026 DATA SYMPOSIUM ‘PEOPLE READINESS ON AI’
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• 30 November – 1 December 2026

• Dublin, Ireland - Venue TBC

• Format: 1.5/2-day in-person conference
• Plenary + Parallel Sessions

• Subgroups Workshop (half day)

• Networking Cocktail

• Participants: 100/120 attendees

• AGoD & subgroup members

• Advisory Forum members 

• Network representatives

• Timeline: 

• May 2026 ® Save – the - Date Announcement

• End of August 2026 ® Draft Agenda finalisation

• Early September 2026 ® Web announcement & opening of registrations



AG ON DATA:
MEETINGS IN 2026

Subgroup check-in
Progress TMT

15 January
online

03 March
Cyprus

22 April
online

16 June
Parma

16 Sept
online

20 Oct
online

01 Dec/November
Ireland

AI for science @EFSA

Subgroup check-in
Progress TMT

AI:

Subgroup check-in
Progress TMT

AI:

Subgroup check-in
Progress TMT

AI:

Subgroup check-in
Progress TMT

Update on National AI 
initiatives 

Subgroup check-in
Progress TMT

AI:

Subgroup check-in
Progress TMT

AI:

Presentation on Data 
Space Support Center

Status of Food Data 
Space Cartography

Data Symposium 2026 
Data Platform on 
Chemicals

TMT proposal 
evaluation

Data Space Discussion 
Part 2

Agri Data Space

Presentation by newly 
starting TMTs

Project progress TMTs 
based on a template

Evaluation of TM 
project progress based 
on written reports 
(template)

Project progress TMTs 
based on a template

Annual Report

Data Symposium 2026 
Data Symposium 2026 

ECDC working group on 
data

Presentation EMA

Data Space Discussion 
Part 3

AGoD Annual Report 
2025 AF endorsement

Sharing MS experience Sharing MS experience Sharing MS experience Sharing MS experience 
Sharing MS experience 

Sharing MS experience 


