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Composition: 14 members, the smallest 
EFSA Panel in the period 2024 – 2029

PPR PANEL 2024 - 2029
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Topics 
covered

Ecotoxicology (non-target terrestrial and aquatic 
organism)

Fate and behaviour in environment

Mammalian toxicology (e.g., carcinogenicity, developmental and 
reproductive toxicity, neurotoxicity, genotoxicity, ADME, 
immunotoxicology)

NAMs (e.g., in vitro testing, in silico methods, AOP)

Residue and consumer safety

Dietary/non-dietary and environmental exposure assessment

Chemical and microbial risk assessment

PPR PANEL – REMIT
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PPR PANEL & UNITS ROLES

Provision of ad hoc
scientific advice

(‘generic mandates’) Provision of sectoral 
guidance documents

Specific support in the 
assessment of 

Applications 

▪ Not involved in the peer review 

▪ Ad hoc support on specific 

scientific questions related to 

Applications

PREV Unit:
▪ Mammalian tox

▪ Residues

▪ Scientific 

coordination

Maximum Residue Levels 

&

Consumers risks
➢ MRL Reasoned Opinions

Coordinate the Peer Review 

of active substances
➢ Conclusions

➢ Technical reports

Pesticides Steering Network

PLANTS Unit:
▪ Ecotox

▪ Chemical & envir 

exposure

P
P

R
U

N
IT

S

➢ Guidance 

development
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GENERIC MANDATES (1) - NEW APPROACH METHODOLOGIES (NAMS)  

Adopted by the Panel 

in November – it will 

be published soon

In public 

consultation 

until 30 

November –

deadline 

June 2026
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GENERIC MANDATES (2): NEW METHODOLOGY

Interdisciplinary  methodology:  mammalian toxicology/

ecotoxicology & statistics)

Stakeholders’ communication & engagement:

▪ Webinar held on 9th October 2025
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/webinar-

historical-control-data-regulatory-studies

▪ Trainings in 2026
▪ Possibly, tool development 

6

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/webinar-historical-control-data-regulatory-studies
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GENERIC MANDATES (3) – MANDATE FROM THE EU PARLIAMENT
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▪ Component-based approach and possible 

interaction (additive and synergistic effects): Statement 
endorsed in Apr 2025

▪ Whole mixture approach: ongoing

Adoption by PPR Panel: April 2026 

Co-formulants

Active 

substances

Synergists

Safeners



SUPPORT TO APPLICATIONS

Following approval, additional data may become 
available challenging the EC decision on approval, 
e.g.,  mandate on acetamiprid, flupyradifurone, 
chitosan or the need for a harmonised 
assessment, i.e. common metabolites to various 
substances may arise

EC may mandate the PPR 
Panel to support with the 
evaluation or additional data or 
to provide a harmonised 
toxicological assessment
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DEVELOPMENT OF SECTORAL GUIDANCE 

Outline with the planning: 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/en-9216

M-2024-00086: Request to EFSA to review 
the Guidance document on Terrestrial 
Ecotoxicology on Plant Protection Products 
(PPPs) (i.e. on non-target arthropods (NTAs), 
non-target terrestrial plants (NTTPs) and in 
soil organisms)

M-2024-00101: Request to EFSA to develop a 
Guidance document to assess the potential 
indirect effects on biodiversity via trophic 
interactions under agro-environmental 
conditions

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/en-9216


Heterogeneity of the expertise in the 
Panel :

➢Helps breaking silos and generate 
innovative approaches

➢Experts with expertise outside the 
specific domain of a mandate may help 
improving readability of outputs for 
external readers

➢Encourage holistic analysis 

BENEFITS OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY COMPOSITION
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CHALLENGES OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY COMPOSITION

Based on specificity of the mandates, 
multidisciplinary composition of the 
Panel may lead to:

➢Limited input: experts whose fields are 
not directly aligned with the mandate may 
have fewer opportunities to contribute

➢Disciplinary balance: this can lead to 
feelings of undervaluation and the 
marginalisation of certain disciplines

11



LIMITING FACTORS

Business as usual (BAU) – high 
priority
Most of internal resources are 
therefore allocated to BAU

Limited time resources in the 

Units to support self-task 

mandates of the Panel
PREV Unit:
▪ Mammalian tox

▪ Residues

▪ Scientific 

coordination

PLANTS Unit:
▪ Ecotox

▪ Chemical & envir 

exposure
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