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EFSA workshop on latest advancements of PFASs risk assessment
17 November 2025 



EEA briefings

PFAS in textiles in Europe’s circular economy
• Publication date: September 2024
• Underpinned by consultancy report 

PFAS pollution in European water bodies
• Publication date: December 2024
• Based on country data reported under the WFD

PFAS polymers in focus: supporting Europe’s zero pollution, low-carbon 
and circular economy ambitions
• Publication date: April 2025 
• Underpinned by ETC report (published in 2021)



PFAS in textiles in Europe’s circular economy



PFAS in textiles in Europe’s circular economy

PFAS in textiles in Europe’s circular economy | Publications | European Environment Agency (EEA)

https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/pfas-in-textiles-in-europes-circular-economy


PFAS pollution in European water bodies

PFAS pollution in European waters | Publications | European Environment Agency (EEA)

https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/pfas-pollution-in-european-waters?activeTab=4bef7e95-a0ad-494d-beb7-cc4d1c879431


PFAS pollution in European water bodies: data

• Time coverage: 2018-2022

• Geographic coverage: 22 EU Countries

• Focus on PFOS: regulatory threshold (EQS) and most monitored PFAS 
compound

• Data are downloadable (CSV file)

• Methodology of data analysis provided in the briefing (box)

• Increasing trends in:
o number of samples
o geographical coverage

▪ monitoring sites
▪ EU countries

o matrices analysed



PFAS pollution in European water bodies: interactive map 

 



PFAS polymers in focus: supporting Europe’s zero pollution, low-carbon and 
circular economy ambitions

• Based on ETC report from 2021 - updated with recent information from:
• REACH Restriction dossier

• OECD synthesis reports on Side-chain fluorinated polymers (2022), Perfluoropolyethers (2024) and Fluoropolymers (not yet published)

• Scientific publications

• Provides a brief overview of the current knowledge as well as uncertainties and knowledge gaps 



PFAS polymers: the importance of full lifecycle perspective

Production
• Potent greenhouse gasses and ozone depleting 

substances can be emitted in the production of PFAS 
polymers (e.g. HFC-23 and HCFC-22)

• Areas close to factories heavily polluted with e.g. 
PFOA and GenX

Use
• Washing of textiles – release to wastewater – 

application of sludge to agricultural soils – 
degradation of polymers to smaller and bioavailable 
PFAS compounds

End-of-life
• Consequences for recycling
• Incineration may lead to the formation of e.g. TFA
• Landfilling may be a source of PFAS pollution via slow 

degradation over time to smaller and bioavailable 
PFAS compounds

PFAS polymers in focus: supporting Europe’s zero pollution, low-carbon and circular economy ambitions | Publications | 
European Environment Agency (EEA)

https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/pfas-polymers-in-focus
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/pfas-polymers-in-focus
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/pfas-polymers-in-focus
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/pfas-polymers-in-focus


PFASs signals in the EEA Zero Pollution Dashboard

• Risks of PFAS for human health in Europe
• Publication update: May 2025
• Risks of PFAS for human health in Europe (Signal) | Indicators and signals | European zero pollution dashboards (EEA)

• PFAS in European seas
• Publication update: May 2025
• PFAS in European seas (Signal) | Indicators and signals | European zero pollution dashboards (EEA)

• Treatment of drinking water to remove PFAS 
• Publication update: April 2025
• Treatment of drinking water to remove PFAS (Signal) | Indicators and signals | European zero pollution dashboards (EEA)

• PFAS contamination and soil remediation
• Publication update: March 2025
• PFAS contamination and soil remediation (Signal) | Indicators and signals | European zero pollution dashboards (EEA)

https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/european-zero-pollution-dashboards/indicators/risk-of-pfas-in-humans
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/european-zero-pollution-dashboards/indicators/risk-of-pfas-in-humans
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/european-zero-pollution-dashboards/indicators/pfas-in-eu-seas
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/european-zero-pollution-dashboards/indicators/pfas-in-eu-seas
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/european-zero-pollution-dashboards/indicators/treatment-of-drinking-water-to-remove-pfas-signal
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/european-zero-pollution-dashboards/indicators/treatment-of-drinking-water-to-remove-pfas-signal
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/european-zero-pollution-dashboards/indicators/pfas-contamination-and-soil-remediation-signal
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/european-zero-pollution-dashboards/indicators/pfas-contamination-and-soil-remediation-signal


Upcoming EEA products

• The polluter pays principle and environmental 
justice - briefing

• Publication date: 2026.
• Based on case studies on PFAS pollution

• PFASs other than PFOS in EU waters - signal
• In progress



Thank you for your attention
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EFSA workshop on latest advancements of PFASs risk assessment
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