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14-15 January 2026 .
EUROPEAN
14:00-17:00 / 09:00-12:00 CET FOOD

SAFETY

MINUTES - Agreed on 2 Feb 2026 AUTHORITY

Location: Online
Attendees:

o Working Group Members:
Emilio BENFENATI, Andrew HART, Vikas KUMAR, Emiel RORIJE

o Hearing Experts?:
Mark CRONIN (attended agenda items 1-6)

o EFSA:
MESE: Lucian FARCAL (Chair), Alicia PAINI (2nd day)

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence? and the Decision of the Executive Director
on Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled
out by the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No conflicts of interest
related to the issues discussed in these meetings have been identified during the screening
process, and no interests were declared orally by the Working Group members at the
beginning of these meeting.

4. Agreement of the previous meeting minutes

The minutes of the 2nd Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 5
December 2026.

5. Scientific and technical topics

5.1 Open actions from the previous meetings

All open actions from previous meetings were reviewed to ensure they are being properly
addressed. Outstanding items have been added to the action log.

5.2 Advice activities

The WG reviewed and updated the template proposed to support advice activities, based on
Table 2 of the guidance. The main section of the template provides summary instructions and

L As defined in Article 34 of the document “Implementing Rule of the Management Board of the European Food Safety Authority
laying down the rules on the selection, appointment and operations of the Scientific Committee, Scientific Panels and of their
Working Groups”: https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/paneloperation.pdf

2 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf
3 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/decision-ed-on-competing-interest-management-2024.pdf
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questions on the completeness of the steps carried out by the requestor. It also includes
placeholders for a brief case description and remaining technical questions.

The template is intended to collect key information to align assessments with EFSA’s guidance
on read-across and to support the advice provided by the WG Read-Across. It is designed to
guide both advice requestors (EFSA Panel or Unit members) and WG members providing the
advice.

The template will be made available to EFSA experts and staff on request, particularly when
a read-across case is submitted for advice.

5.3 Training activities
The WG updated the agenda for the first virtual training session scheduled for 2 March 2025.

The introductory training aims to familiarise participants with the read-across approach and
the structure and content of the EFSA guidance. The WG reviewed all topics proposed for the
programme and revised the related materials, including the learning objectives, structure and
content. The WG also discussed the key aspects of the workflow steps and considered
examples to be included in the presentations to illustrate practical application and enhance
understanding of the approach.

As a next step, WG members will prepare the slides for the virtual session, in parallel with
the overall coordination and organisation of the training.

6. Any Other Business

6.1 Actions and next meetings

The WG agreed on the main actions for the next period. The next meeting will be held on 13 Feb
2026, online.
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24 November 2025
09:00-13:00 CET EUROPEAN

SAFETY

MINUTES - Agreed on 5 December 2025 AUTHORITY

Location: Online
Attendees:

o Working Group Members:
Emilio BENFENATI, Andrew HART, Vikas KUMAR, Emiel RORIJE

o Hearing Experts?:
Mark CRONIN (attended agenda items 1-6)

o Observers:
ECHA: George CARTLIDGE

o EFSA:
MESE: Lucian FARCAL (Chair), Alicia PAINI
IDATA: Edoardo CARNESECCHI

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were received from the Hearing Expert - Ester
Carregal Romero (OECD).

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence? and the Decision of the Executive Director
on Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled
out by the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No conflicts of interest
related to the issues discussed in these meetings have been identified during the screening
process, and no interests were declared orally by the Working Group members at the
beginning of this meeting.

4. Agreement of the previous meeting minutes

The WG members checked and agreed on the minutes of the previous WG meeting held on
3-4 Nov 2025.

5. Scientific and technical topics

5.1 Open actions from the previous meeting

The WG members reviewed the outstanding actions from the previous meeting and briefly
discussed the implementation plan. These actions covered both advisory and training

L As defined in Article 34 of the document “Implementing Rule of the Management Board of the European Food Safety Authority
laying down the rules on the selection, appointment and operations of the Scientific Committee, Scientific Panels and of their
Working Groups”: https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/paneloperation.pdf

2 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf
3 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/decision-ed-on-competing-interest-management-2024.pdf
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activities, focusing on refining the workflow guidance and developing an internal template for
advice requests, as well as following up on preparations for upcoming training sessions. No
specific discussion on case studies for advice was undertaken.

4.1 Advice activities

The WG reviewed the updated advice workflow and template, focusing on improving structure,
user guidance and integration of questions and documentation. Key points included clarifying
workflow steps, adding checkboxes for advice categories and providing explanatory notes.
Members agreed to balance detail with usability by requiring brief structured descriptions and
links to supporting documents. Additional fields for general and step-specific questions will be
integrated. Action points were assigned for reviewing instructions and refining the template
to align with the guidance document.

4.2 Training activities

The WG planned upcoming virtual and in-person training sessions, confirming dates and
discussing objectives, structure and timing. Responsibilities and tasks for module
development were discussed to ensure alignment between modules and consistency in
presentations on the guidance steps. Members also considered the use of examples in the
training. The first session will take place on 2 March 2026 as a live webinar with Q&A.

6. Any Other Business

5.1 Actions and next meetings

The WG agreed on the main actions for the next period. The next meeting will be held on 14-15
Jan 2026, online.
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3-4 November 2025

14:00-17:00 / 09:00-12:00 CET EUROPEAN
MINUTES - Agreed on 24 November 2025 AUTHORITY

Location: Online
Attendees:

o Working Group Members:
Emilio BENFENATI, Andrew HART, Vikas KUMAR, Emiel RORIJE

o Hearing Experts?:
Mark CRONIN (attended agenda items 1, 2, 3, 4.1, 4.3 and 5)

o Hearing Experts representing a public organisation
OECD: Ester CARREGAL ROMERO

o Observers:
ECHA: George CARTLIDGE (attended Day 2)

EFSA:

MESE: Lucian FARCAL (Chair), Alicia PAINI

IDATA: Andrea GISSI (attended Day 1), Edoardo CARNESECCHI (attended Day 1)
FEEDCO: Maria ANASTASSIADOU (attended agenda item 4.2)

(@]

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. Introductions were conducted for all participants, outlining
their affiliations and expertise. The structure of the working group was explained, including full
members, hearing experts, observers from relevant agencies and EFSA staff.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence? and the Decision of the Executive Director
on Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled
out by the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No conflicts of interest
related to the issues discussed in these meetings have been identified during the screening
process, and no interests were declared orally by the Working Group members at the
beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific and technical topics

4.1 Project overview

In this session, the objectives of the internal mandate (M-2025-00103) were presented. The
WG established within this mandate, will support the implementation of EFSA’s Scientific
Committee read-across guidance, with two main objectives: to provide training and to offer

L As defined in Article 34 of the document “Implementing Rule of the Management Board of the European Food Safety Authority
laying down the rules on the selection, appointment and operations of the Scientific Committee, Scientific Panels and of their
Working Groups”: https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/paneloperation.pdf

2 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/independence-policy-2024.pdf
3 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/decision-ed-on-competing-interest-management-2024.pdf
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scientific advice. The training component aims to support a clear understanding of the
guidance and its practical application by the users (e.g. risk assessors, business operators).
The WG will also offer scientific advice on specific cases upon request and will assist EFSA
Units and Panels in addressing methodological questions that may arise during the guidance
implementation. EFSA SC guidance is the primary reference for this activity, complemented
by other existing frameworks (e.g. OECD, ECHA) and relevant tools.

4.2 Advice activities and case studies

The working group was presented with two cases under the ongoing COMTAM Panel mandate
(M-2024-00045) on the risk assessment of Alternaria toxins in feed and food. The first case
involved a read-across between alternariol monomethyl ether (AME) as the source substance
and alternariol (AOH) as the target substance, shared for information. The second case
addressed a potential read-across between Altertoxin I (ATX-I) as the source substance and
Altertoxin II (ATX-II) as the target substance. The group reviewed this case to assess
feasibility and provided suggestions on next steps.

The presentation also aimed to familiarise WG members with the format and context of such
case studies. Discussions emphasised the importance of thorough documentation, uncertainty
analysis and adherence to guidance to ensure robust and transparent decision-making.

Additionally, the group discussed a proposed workflow and template for handling advice
requests, highlighting the need for alignment with other EFSA activities to ensure
complementarity and streamline processes.

4.3 Training activities

In this session, the working group discussed and planned the structure and objectives of
upcoming training on EFSA’s read-across guidance. The training aims to explain workflow
steps, promote best practices and ensure harmonisation with other guidance documents.
Target audiences include EFSA staff, panel experts, applicants and additional stakeholders to
be identified. The first sessions are expected in 2026.

Two modules were outlined: an introduction to read-across and a detailed application of the
workflow, including illustrative examples. The group also discussed case study selection,
emphasising real-world examples, reproducibility and harmonisation while addressing
confidentiality constraints. Training should foster bilateral learning, enabling participants and
trainers to share experiences and approaches.

Responsibilities for module development were assigned based on expertise, with a
collaborative review process agreed. Supporting materials will include templates and
examples to illustrate guidance requirements and current practices.

Next steps include refining the training structure and starting the development of training
materials.

5. Any Other Business

5.1 Actions and next meetings

The WG agreed on the main actions and direction for the next meetings.
The next meeting will be held on 24 Nov 2025, online.
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