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• Overview of the ongoing activities

• Analysis of positive success stories

• Where can we improve?

• In the pipeline

WHY THIS PRESENTATION?



• 114 a.s. at different level of processing!

• Scientific check

• Reporting table at MS

• Column 4

• Clock stop

• Evaluation additional information

• Experts’ meeting

• Output under finalisation

• On hold

CURRENT PEER REVIEW ACTIVITIES 



MRL: 14 outputs
(under negotiation, ongoing, almost finalised, on hold)

MANDATES RELATED TO PEER REVIEWED A.S.

Peer review: 17 outputs
(under negotiation, ongoing, almost finalised, on hold)



• Solid group of MSs knowledgeable on ED (co-working with EFSA)

• MSs leading some areas of risk assessment

• MSs volunteering to support the revision of GD (many guidance!)

• MSs supporting EFSA on several files through 

• Tasking grant 

• Negotiated Procedures

In addition ISA ( Individual Scientific Advisors ) scheme 

WHAT IS WORKING WELL 



• Coordination with MSs activities with ECHA (biocides, classification and labelling, 
coformulants)

• Participation in peer review meetings

• Timeliness of work steps

• Resources

WHERE CAN WE IMPROVE?



• Coordination with MSs activities with ECHA (biocides, classification and labelling, 
coformulants)

 joint discussions

 alignment

 data sharing

Questions for you:

Anything else we can do?

What are the issues you encounter?

Are you willing to share data? Are there blocking factors?

WHERE CAN WE IMPROVE?



• Participation in peer review meetings

• Number of experts (in 2023 on average <10 for mamtox; 15 for ecotox, 9 for residues)

• Duration of the meetings (many discussion points: result of incomplete assessment? Late discovery 
of issues?)

• Preparation and active role (e.g. dedicated presentations, key experts attending + junior colleagues 
as observers for learning purposes)

• Co-RMS: diversity of approaches

• Involvement of applicants as hearing experts

Questions for you:

Would EFSA-RMS peer review preparatory meetings help)

Would it help creating dedicated working groups to support the preparation of discussions in peer review 
meeting or during pre-submission meetings?

Would a dedicated commitment to the preparation of specific areas/substances for each round help 
(e.g. MS X to support a.s. A and B, MS Y to support a.s. C and D)?

WHERE CAN WE IMPROVE?



• Timeliness of work steps

• Time to adopt Conclusions of Pesticide Peer Reviews is, in the majority of cases, exceeding 
the maximum timeframe set out in the applicable regulation

• Quality of dossiers

• Quality of assessments (completeness check; no missing studies;  reporting tables and 
evaluation tables; duration of experts’ meetings)

• Role and involvement of applicants

• Impact on the assessment: eg outdated science, outdated literature searches

Questions for you:

Are you considering dossiers even if not up to standards?

How does rework impact on your timetables?

Have you performed any internal analysis?

WHERE CAN WE IMPROVE?



• Resources

• Increased complexity

• Transparency

• Process

• Tools

Questions for you:

Do you seen any marging to make the workflow less complex?

Can we optimise time and resources of some steps?

Can you identify bottlenecks, if any?

What are the most critical steps in your view?

Ideas?

WHERE CAN WE IMPROVE?



NEXT STEPS 

• Collect your feedback (survey?)

• Propose solution measures (survey?)

• EFSA to prepare a workplan with actors and 
actions

• Rediscuss (next PSN)

• Piloting

• Implementing

I will also go 

down sooner or 

later!



THANK YOU! - STAY CONNECTED

SUBSCRIBE TO
efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters
efsa.europa.eu/en/rss
Careers.efsa.europa.eu – job alerts

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
@efsa_eu  @methods_efsa
@plants_efsa @animals_efsa

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM
@one_healthenv_eu

CONTACT US
efsa.europe.eu/en/contact/askefsa

FOLLOW US ON LINKEDIN
Linkedin.com/company/efsa

LISTEN TO OUR PODCAST
Science on the Menu –Spotify, Apple Podcast and YouTube 
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