
RISK ASSESSMENT 
OF MICROBIAL 

CONSORTIA

Pesticides Steering Network (PSN) 

32nd meeting

29-30 October 2024



MICROBIAL CONSORTIA: DEFINITIONS
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MICROBIAL CONSORTIUM

qualitatively defined combinations of strains as they occur 
naturally or by manufacture*

CONSORT 

an individual strain that is part of a consortium of strains or 
isolates

* Reg (EU) 283/2013, as amended by Comm. Reg (EU) 2022/1439, include the possibility of having active substances which are a qualitatively defined combination of strains

Active substance → Consortium



MICROBIAL CONSORTIA: CURRENT STATUS
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No guidance is available on the risk assessment for microbial consortia for plant protection 
purpose

Dedicated discussion is ongoing on the risk assessment of consortia (Biopesticides 
working group level)

The relevance of data requirements for specific consorts or for the full consortium 
will depend on the characteristics of the consortium and on the proposed use

Certain data requirements will apply unequivocally to all members of a consortium  
(e.g. the absence of relevant AMR genes for bacterial strains) 

For other data requirements it may be justified not to provide certain data for all strains in 
the consortium (information at consortium level). 



MICROBIAL CONSORTIA: DOSSIER PREPARATION
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Reflection on improvement of IUCLID microorganisms working 
context is ongoing

Full adaptation of IUCLID is pending based on the finalisation of the 
ongoing discussion on risk assessment

Some data might be provided at consortium level; 
 other data might be included for the specific consort only



STAY CONNECTED

SUBSCRIBE TO
efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters
efsa.europa.eu/en/rss
Careers.efsa.europa.eu – job alerts

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
@efsa_eu  @methods_efsa
@plants_efsa @animals_efsa

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM
@one_healthenv_eu

CONTACT US
efsa.europa.eu/en/contact/askefsa

FOLLOW US ON LINKEDIN
Linkedin.com/company/efsa

LISTEN TO OUR PODCAST
Science on the Menu –Spotify, Apple Podcast and YouTube 


	Slide 1: Risk assessment of MICROBIAL CONSORTIA
	Slide 2: Microbial consortia: definitions
	Slide 3: MICROBIAL CONSORTIa: current status
	Slide 4: MICROBIAL CONSORTIa: dossier preparation
	Slide 5: Stay connected

