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SUMMARY OF DECISIONS

The Management Board adopted:

The Consolidated Annual Activity Report 2023 (AAR 2023) and the assessment of the AAR 2023.

The Decision on the appointment of the members of the EFSA Scientific Committee and Scientific
Panels for the term 2024-2029.

The updated list of Art. 36 competent organisations designated by the Member States.
The amendment to EFSA’s budget 2024.

The Decision opting out from the application of the EC 2023’s implementing rules of the Staff
Regulations on the prevention of harassment.

The Decision establishing the new scientific network on veterinary entomology.

In addition, the Board noted:

The presentation on the feedback received from the Member States to the questionnaire on
partnership with EFSA in the area of food/feed risk assessment.

The update from the Management Board sub-group on independence.
The presentation on the EFSA Journal performance.
The feedback from the Chair of the Audit Committee.

The presentation on the work of the Scientific Panel on Genetically Modified Organisms.
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Welcome by the Chair

Item 2:

. Aivars Bérzins, Management Board Chair, opened the 97" Management Board meeting by

welcoming the Board members, Executive Director, Chair of the Scientific Committee, EFSA’s
Management Team, EFSA staff present and external observers.

The Environmental NGOs were not represented at the meeting since the procedure for their
selection had not been finalised yet (see also point 26 below).

The audio-file on this agenda item is available online at this link.

Adoption of the agenda

Item 3:

The Management Board adopted by consensus the agenda of the meeting. The agenda was
adopted with the addition of the following items under Any Other Business: (1) Update from
the Commission on the procedure for the appointment of the Management Board representatives
of the Environmental NGOs; (2) Feedback from the Advisory Forum meeting held on 6-7 March
2024.

The audio-file on this agenda item is available online at this link.

Board members’ Annual and Oral Declarations of Interests

Item 4:

Pursuant to Article 13 of the Management Board Rules of Procedure, the Management Board
took note of the Executive Director’s assessment of the Declarations of Interests submitted
by 11 of its members and confirmed it.

In addition, the Management Board confirmed the assessment, carried out by the EFSA Legal
Affairs Services, of the Executive Director’s updated Declaration of Interest.

The audio-file on the presentation and discussion of this agenda item is available online at
this link.

EFSA Consolidated Annual Activity Report 2023

10.

Following the presentation introduced by Bernhard Url (Executive Director) and Selomey
Yamadjako (Head of the Management Services Department), the Management Board
adopted by consensus the Consolidated Annual Activity Report 2023, which includes
information on the implementation of EFSA’s workplan and budget execution for the year
2023. As well, in compliance with Article 47 of the Financial Regulations applicable to EFSA
and based on the report of the Chair of the Audit Committee, Mr Herman Diricks, the
Management Board adopted by consensus the assessment of the Consolidated Annual
Activity Report 2023, which was drafted by the Audit Committee. A PowerPoint presentation
is available online for a detailed description. The audio-file on the presentation and discussion
of this agenda item is available online at this link.

Actions:

o EFSA to revise the Consolidated Annual Activity Report 2023 in line with the comments
received from the Management Board on the meeting day.

o EFSA to notify the Consolidated Annual Activity Report 2023 to the relevant Institutions
of the European Union and to publish it online.

o EFSA to periodically report to the Management Board on the management of the
backlog of questions.

Item 5: Appointment of the members of the Scientific Committee and Scientific Panels

11.

Nik Kriz (Head of Risk Assessment Services Department) introduced the outcome of the
selection procedure carried out by EFSA in application of the Management Board decision
laying down the rules on the selection, appointment and operations of the Scientific
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Committee, Scientific Panels and of their Working Groups. In particular, he provided an
overview on the composition of the Scientific Committee and Scientific Panels in terms of
expertise, average age, dgender and nationality of applicants and selected experts.
Concluding, he outlined the actions planned to be carried out closely after the Management
Board appointment which, among others, include the publication of the name of the
appointed experts. A PowerPoint presentation is available online for a detailed description.

The Management Board adopted by consensus the Decision on the appointment of the
members of the Scientific Committee and Scientific Panels, as well as the reserve list for the
Scientific Committee and the Scientific Panels. The mandate of the renewed Scientific
Committee and Scientific Panels will start on 1 July 2024. The audio-file on the presentation
and discussion of this agenda item is available online at this link.

Item 6: Amendments to the Article 36 list of organisations

13.

14,

The Management Board adopted by consensus the updated list of Art. 36 competent
organisations designated by the Member States, which now includes 3 new organisations
designated by Estonia, Italy and Luxembourg.

The audio-file on the presentation and discussion of this agenda item is available online at
this link.

Item 7: Amendment of the EFSA budget

15.

The Management Board adopted by consensus the Decision amending EFSA’s budget 2024
with the incorporation of the bank interests accrued in 2023. The Management Board also
noted EFSA’s proposal to amend the preliminary budget 2025 by written procedure. The
audio-file on the presentation and discussion of this agenda item is available online at this
link.

Item 8: Implementing rules of the Staff Regulations

16.

Item 9:

The Management Board adopted by consensus the Decision opting out from the application
of the EC 2023’s implementing rules of the Staff Regulations on the prevention of
harassment. EFSA will consider the adoption of the model decision for EU agencies that is
being developed by the Agencies Standing Working Party in consultation with the
Commission Directorate General on Human Resources. EFSA will keep the Management
Board informed of this process and its associated timeframe. Meanwhile, the 2017’s
Management Board Decision on the policy on protecting the dignity of the person and
preventing psychological harassment and sexual harassment continues applying. The audio-
file on the presentation and discussion of this agenda item is available online at this link.

EFSA scientific network on veterinary entomology

17.

18.

The Management Board adopted by consensus the Decision establishing the new scientific
Network on Veterinary Entomology. Following up on the consultation with the Advisory Forum,
EFSA will adopt the network’s Terms of Reference. A PowerPoint presentation is available
online for a detailed description. The audio-file on the presentation and discussion of this
agenda item is available online at this link.

Action: EFSA to notify to the Management Board the adopted Terms of Reference of the new
scientific network on veterinary entomology.

Item 10: Feedback from the Audit Committee

19.

Herman Diricks, Chair of the Audit Committee, updated the Management Board on the
outcome of the meeting held on the previous day while addressing the agenda item no. 4 on
the EFSA Consolidated Annual Activity Report 2023.
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Item 11: Partnership with the Member States for risk assessment

20.The Management Board noted the presentation of Alberto Spagnolli (Senior Policy
Coordinator), who presented the results of the analysis of the Member States’ response to
the questionnaire circulated by EFSA in summer 2023 on the partnership between EFSA and
the Member States in performing food risk assessment. In particular, he highlighted the
opportunities for potential cooperation, the Member States’ readiness for partnership and the
blocking factors, as well as some preliminary ideas on possible actions to carry out in pursuing
the road of a closer cooperation between EFSA and the Member States. A PowerPoint
presentation is available online for a detailed description.

21.The Management Board members exchanged views and commented that the subject would
deserve further reflections. The audio-file on the presentation and discussion of this agenda
item is available online at the following link.

22. Action: Member States that did not respond to the questionnaire are invited to do so.

Item 12: Update from the sub-group on independence

23.Pamela Byrne, Chair of the Management Board sub-group on independence, introduced the
work carried out by the sub-group in revising EFSA’s Independence policy. She presented the
ongoing activities aimed to implement the recommendations in the report on the ex-post
evaluation of EFSA’s Independence Policy that in December 2023 the Management Board agreed
to address. With regard to the recommendation suggesting to mention political pressure
among the type of interests that can interfere with the independence of scientific work, the
sub-group noted that a definition of political pressure is not harmonized at EU level and that
objective screening criteria to detect it, as also underlined in the ex-post evaluation, are
poorly applicable. The sub-group, threfore, recommended to the Management Board not to
pursue that recommendation. Pamela Byrne concluded informing the fellow Board members
that the sub-group plans to present the revised Independence policy for possible adoption by
the Management Board in June 2024. A PowerPoint presentation is available online for a
detailed description. The audio-file on the presentation and discussion of this agenda item is
available online at the following link.

Item 13: EFSA Journal: performance and developments

24.The Management Board noted the presentation of Barbara Gallani (Head of Communication
and Partnership Department) on the EFSA Journal’s recent performance, which also covered
the new initiatives that EFSA has brought forward to increase the impact and relevance of the
Journal. A PowerPoint presentation is available online for a detailed description. The audio-
file on the presentation and discussion of this agenda item is available online at the following
link.

Item 14: Update from the Panel on Genetically Modified Organisms

25. Following the introduction by Prof. Simon More, Chair of the Scientific Committee, Prof. Ewen
Mullins provided the Management Board with an overview of the work carried out by the
scientific Panel on Genetically Modified Organisms. A PowerPoint presentation is available
online for a detailed description. The audio-file on the presentation and discussion of this
agenda item is available online at this link.

Item 15: Any Other Business

26. Claire Bury, representative of the European Commission, updated the Management Board on
the state of implementation of the ongoing procedure for the selection of the Board members
representing the Environmental Non-Governmental Organisations. She reminded that the
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Management Board members representing the civil society and the food chain interests are
appointed by the Council following consultation with the European Parliament, and on the
basis of a list of candidates drawn by the Commission. The call for expression of interest was
published on the Official Journal of the EU on 23 October 2023 and whidely promoted among
the networks of the Commission and EFSA. The initial deadline for application (i.e.: 4
December 2023) was extended twice: first until 24 January 2024, and until 26 February then.
The applications received by the Commission are now subject to the eligibility check. The
audio-file on the presentation of this agenda item is available online at this link.

27.Barbara Gallani (Head of Communication and Partnership Department) updated the
Management Board on the latest exchanges carried out in the framework the Advisory Forum
meeting held on 6 and 7 March 2024. Among others, the Advisory Forum discussed around
the activities of the Advisory Group on Data, which mandate has been expanded to include
Artificial Intelligence too; the implementation of the Focal Point operational framework; risk
communication, in particular focusing on the African Swine Fever campaign; and partnership
in risk assessment and harmonisation of guidance documents. The audio-file on the
presentation of this agenda item is available online at this link.

Summary of actions

Action reference Action Deadline Status

EFSA to revise the Consolidated Annual
Activity Report 2023 in line with the 21 March
comments received from the Management 2024

Board on the meeting day.

March 21, 2024 - 1 DONE

EFSA to notify the Consolidated Annual
Activity Report 2023 to the relevant
Institutions of the European Union and to
publish it online.

March 21, 2024 - 2 1 March 2024 DONE

EFSA to periodically report to the
March 21, 2024 - 3 Management Board on the management of As of 2024 ONGOING
the backlog of questions.

EFSA to notify to the Management Board
the adopted Terms of Reference of the new
scientific network on veterinary
entomology.

March 21, 2024 - 4 ASAP DONE

Member States that did not respond to the
March 21, 2024 - 5 questionnaire on partnership in risk ASAP OPEN
assessment are invited to do so.
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