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CURRICULUM VITAE 

Dr Ana BATALHA 

Profile: 

• Relevant work experience in cooperation programmes in sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) issues, 

ideally at both policy, legislative and operational levels.  

• Sound understanding on global health policy, strategy in One Health approach and food safety 

control systems. 

• Experience in development and draft of action plan for challenges and opportunities of implementing 

SPS protocols, at the national, regional and global levels, and at field level, working with 

competent authorities on public health, food safety, animal and plant health.  

• WHO and WOAH (OIE) senior expert in the evaluation of sanitary systems (WHO-JEE and OIE-

PVS pathway) of authorities of countries implementing the International Health Regulation and in 

the Performance of Veterinary Services.  

• Good knowledge of the SPS context, especially the EU food safety official control system in line 

with the Farm-To-Fork and One Health approaches. 

 

Category: Senior advisor 

1. Family name: BATALHA 

2. First names: Ana 

3.  

4. Nationality: Portuguese 

5. Education:  

Institution (Date from - to) Degree(s) or Diploma(s) obtained: 

INA - Instituto National Administração (2015-2016) 
DECODE- Course for International Cooperation 

for Development (120hours) 

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, in cooperation with 

Sup School for Public Health and the University of 

Reading (UK) – (1991-1993) 

Master in Public Health (2 years) 

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of Lisbon (1980-86) Degree in Veterinary Medicine   

 

1. Present position: Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Directorate for European Affaires (DGAE) /SPS 

- Senior advisor: Public Health and food safety - EU policy | legislation;   

- Member of the Management Board of EFSA (the European Food Safety Authority) since 1-

7-2022; 

- Member of the Audit Committee of EFSA, from Dec 2022;   

 

- National delegate in the Global Health Expert Group (EU); 

- Delegate to the EU High-Level Public Health Working Party (since 2019 until now); 

 

Until 2022: 

National delegate in the Council Working Party “Foodstuffs” |“General Food Legislation”; 

Chair of the EU Working Group on Global Health (Portuguese Presidency of the EU, in 2021) 

Chair of the EU Working Party “Foodstuffs” (Portuguese Presidency of the EU, in 2021) 

 

2. Language skills: Indicate competence on a scale of 1 to 5 (1 - excellent; 5 - basic) 

Language Reading Speaking Writing 

PT 1 1 1 

EN 1 1 1 

FR 1 2 2 

ES 1 1 3 

 



 

  

 

 

3. Membership of professional bodies:  

- Member of the PT Veterinary Statutory Body (OMV, Professional licence card number 460); 

- Pro bono public: Vice-President of VSF Portugal (Veterinary Without Borders Portugal), 

2017-2019) 

- Pro bono public: Member of the Board of VSF International (Vétérinaires Sans Frontières 

International). 

4. Other skills: Computer literacy: Word, Powerpoint, Outlook, etc (as common user). 

5. Key qualifications: Previous posts in Brussels (1996-2016): 

At National level, Inter-ministerial coordination and follow-up of EU policy and legal questions 

related to Public Health, Food Safety, Veterinary and Phytosanitary issues.  

• At International level, certified assessor of the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE 

PVS Pathway). Has performed, since 2008, many WOAH-OIE evaluations - aiming at evaluating 

the degree of implementation of standards related to the Performance and technical capacity of 

the Veterinary Services, including in border controls, animal health and food safety at operational 

level, interaction with stakeholders and access to markets (PVS) - in Africa, Latin America and 

one in Asia. 

• External evaluator of the World Health Organisation (WHO)/Joint External Evaluations 

(JEE) of countries, in JEE missions to evaluate the operational capacity to implement the 

International Health Regulation, notably in the field of animal and public health, food safety, 

border controls, (One Health approach) and has participated in several JEE missions, also 

providing recommendations to improve the capacity of authorities related to prevention, 

detection and response to public health concerns and in developing a One Health Action Plan.  

• With ACP countries, Senior Policy and Strategy Advisor for official controls and Regional 

Coordinator in EDES, a EU-ACP Development and Cooperation Programme in the 

Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) field (2010-2016) leaded by ColeACP, headquarters in 

Brussels, as a specialist in food safety system and SPS standards. EDES-ColeACP focused on 

the international SPS agricultural trade issues, including but not limited to export procedures to 

the EU and intra-regional markets.  

Performed many missions for needs assessment evaluation, preparation of MoU and action plans 

to strengthen the compliance with the SPS standards, organising and providing technical 

assistance and training; coordinating the interventions in several countries strengthening the 

official food safety control system and the implementation of the SPS international standards in 

the ACP (Africa, Caribbean and Pacific) countries; as a Regional Coordinator, following the 

implementation at operational level of the activities and results and coordinating/providing 

assistance to increase the compliance with the regional standards, policy and priorities in the 

field of animal health, public health, plant health and food safety, including the SPS borders 

controls, where applicable. (International cooperation: 2010-2018). 

• Counsellor at the Permanent Representation of Portugal to the EU (Ministry of Foreign 

Affaires) in Brussels, responsible for SPS questions and food safety legislation for 7 years, 

including the period of the Portuguese Presidency of the EU (2001-2008). 

• At EU level, Administrator (Temporary agent) at European Commission in Brussels DG 

SANCO on Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) EU bilateral agreements with third countries (from 

1996-2001); (Pharmaceuticals Unit of DG Industry) to work in pharmacovigilance, EU policy 

and legislation of veterinary medicines.  

 

 



[Escreva aqui] 
 

6. International missions (1-4 weeks duration) | Professional experience (as Policy and Technical Advisor) 
 

Date from 
- to 

Location Institution / Company Position Description 

Fev 2024 Chile 
World Organisation for 
Animal Health 

WOAH -PVS 
assessor 

Follow-up PVS evaluation: Evaluating the degree of implementation of international standards related to the 
Performance and technical capacity of the Veterinary Services, including food safety, animal health, border 
controls and at operational level, interaction with stakeholders and access to markets. 

Aug 2023 Cape Vert 
World Organisation for 
Animal Health 

WOAH -PVS 
assessor (TL) 

Follow-up PVS evaluation: Evaluating the degree of implementation of international standards related to the 
Performance and technical capacity of the Veterinary Services, including food safety, animal health, border 
controls and at operational level, interaction with stakeholders and access to markets. 

Jun 2023 Togo 
 World Health 
Organisation and WOAH 
Mission 

IHR-WHO and 
PVS-WOAH 
expert 

National Bridging Workshop | IHR-PVS, the interactive event to bring human health, animal health and the 
environment actors to work together. 

Dec 2022 Kenya 

World Organisation for 
Animal Health 
(WOAH) Mission 
 

International 
expert  

Training to develop a National Post-marketing Surveillance and pharmacovigilance system.  

Dec 2022 Cape Vert 
World Health 
Organization (WHO) 
Mission 

WHO/WOAH 
assessor 

Presentation and discussion of the draft National One Health Strategic Plan.  

Aug 2022 Cape Vert 
World Health 
Organization (WHO) 
Mission 

WHO/WOAH 
assessor 

Development of a proposal for a National One Health Strategic Plan (Instância Nacional), in close 
cooperation with the Instância Nacional of Cape Vert (interministerial coordination mechanism for OH). 

Nov 2019 Cape Vert 

 
World Health 
Organization (WHO) 
Mission 
 

WHO/WOAH 
assessor 

WHO Joint External Evaluation Mission (WHO-JEE) 
Evaluate the country capacity to comply with the relevant international standards – at policy and 
operational levels; Evaluate the operational capacity to implement the International Health Regulation, 
notably in the field of One Health, public health, food safety, border controls, and providing recommendations 
to improve the capacity related to prevention, detection and response to public health concerns. 

Jul 2019 
Guinea 
Bissau 

WHO Mission 
 

WHO/OIE 
assessor  
Co-lead of the 
mission 

WHO Joint External Evaluation Mission (WHO-JEE) 
Evaluate the country capacity to comply with the relevant international standards – at policy and 
operational levels; Evaluate the operational capacity to implement the International Health Regulation, 
notably in the field of One Health, public health, food safety, border controls, and providing recommendations 
to improve the capacity related to prevention, detection and response to public health concerns. 

Jun 2019 
Guinea 
Bissau 

World Organisation for 
Animal Health 
(OIE) Mission 
 

OIE Assessor 

OIE Performance of Veterinary Services (PVS) Gap Analysis 
Evaluating the degree of implementation of standards related to the Performance and technical capacity of 
the Veterinary Services, including in border controls, animal health and food safety at operational level, 
interaction with stakeholders and access to markets. 

Jan 2019 Togo OIE Mission OIE Assessor 

OIE PVS Follow-up mission 
Evaluating the degree of implementation of standards related to the Performance and technical capacity of the 
Veterinary Services, including in border controls, animal health and food safety at operational level, interaction 
with stakeholders and access to markets 

May-June 
2018 

East-Timor EU Del East Timor 
Animal and 
public health 
expert 

Technical assistance: Official control system on animal and public health 
• Evaluation of the main problems and gaps related to sanitary and phytosanitary issues at both policy and 

operational levels; Review the SPS protocols at national, regional and continental levels, at the borders 
and within the various agencies who have oversight on animal diseases and food safety;  



 

  

• International agricultural trade issues, including export procedures and intra-regional markets;  
• Needs assessment to improve the compliance with the International SPS standards and animal and public 

health control system. 

April 2018 Togo WHO Mission 
WHO/OIE 
assessor  
 

WHO Joint External Evaluation Mission (WHO-JEE) 
• evaluate the operational capacity to implement the International Health Regulation, notably in the field 

of One Health - animal and public health, food safety, border controls, and providing recommendations to 
improve the capacity related to prevention, detection and response to public health concerns. 

Nov 2017 Indonesia WHO Mission 
WHO/OIE 
assessor  

WHO Joint External Evaluation Mission (WHO-JEE) 
Evaluate the country capacity to comply with the relevant international standards – at policy and 
operational levels. 
Evaluate the operational capacity to implement the International Health Regulation, notably in the field of One 
Health, public health, food safety, border controls, and providing recommendations to improve the capacity 
related to prevention, detection and response to public health concerns. 

October 
16 

Myanmar UNIDO 
Senior food 
safety expert  

FDA Training activities: inspection and risk-based approach  
• Sanitary and phytosanitary issues at both policy and operational levels;  
• Training on internal procedures and protocols to implement at national, regional and international levels, 

at the borders and within the various agencies who have oversight of plant and animal diseases and food 
safety;  

• International food safety trade issues, including export procedures to EU and intra-regional markets 
(ASEAN);  

• International SPS and regional standards and how to improve the official food safety system; 
• Evaluation and draft of action plan for challenges and opportunities of implementing SPS protocols at the 

national, regional and continental levels, and also on the ground, at the borders and within the various 
agencies who have oversight of plant and animal diseases and food safety.  

August 16 Myanmar UNIDO 
Senior food 
safety expert 

Strengthening the official food safety control system: Develop the strategy / action plan including: 
• Sanitary and phytosanitary issues at both policy and operational levels;  
• Training on procedures and protocols to implement at national, regional and continental levels, at the 

borders and within the various agencies who have oversight of plant and animal diseases and food safety;  
• Identification of international food safety trade issues, including export procedures to EU and intra-

regional markets (ASEAN);  
• International SPS and regional standards and how to improve the official food safety system; 
• Evaluation and draft of action plan for challenges and opportunities of implementing SPS protocols at the 

national, regional and continental levels, and also on the ground, at the borders and within the various 
agencies who have oversight of plant and animal diseases and food safety. 

Jan-Mar16 Brussels 
EDES Programme 
European Union 
 

EDES 
Coordinator 

Closing phase activities of EDES EU DEV programme and final report 

Nov 2015 Vietnam OIE Mission OIE Assessor 

OIE PVS Follow-up evaluation of Aquatic Animal Health Services  
Add tasks related to:  
• Sanitary and aquatic animal health standards at both policy and operational levels;  
• Animal health protocols at national, regional and continental levels, controls at the borders and 

certification procedures within the various agencies who have oversight of animal diseases, aquatic 
animals and food safety;  

• International trade issues, including export procedures to EU and intra-regional markets; 



 

  

Sep 2015 Cabo Verde 
EDES SPS EU-ACP 
Programme 

EDES 
coordinator 

EDES programme: Food safety – Implementation of interventions-Best Practice Guide (Cheese) 
• Evaluation of the situation on animal health and food safety issues relevant to the cheese production chain 

at both policy and operational levels;  
• SPS protocols at national, regional levels, and within the various agencies who have oversight of animal 

diseases and food safety;  
• Identification of the international agricultural trade issues, including export procedures and intra-

regional markets for a in situ export strategy. 

Mar 2015 
Senegal 
The Gambia 
Cabo Verde 

EDES SPS EU-ACP 
Programme 

EDES 
coordinator 

EDES programme: Food safety – Implementation of a new database - official controls 
• Coordination of the project to develop a database including the sanitary and phytosanitary issues 

in relation to food safety at both policy and operational levels;  
• Consideration to the SPS requirements applicable to the official control food safety system 

Dec 2014 Senegal  
EDES SPS EU-ACP 
Programme 

EDES 
coordinator 

EDES programme: Food safety – Implementation of interventions - official controls 
• Field monitoring of ongoing activities related to training on sanitary and phytosanitary issues at both 

policy and operational levels;  
• Follow-up of the SPS MoU and protocols at national level, controls at the borders and within the various 

entities who have oversight of plant and food safety, including fisheries; International agricultural trade 
issues, including export procedures to EU and intra-regional markets. 

Nov 2014 
Dominican 
Republic 

EDES SPS EU-ACP 
Programme 

EDES 
coordinator 

• Field monitoring of ongoing activities related to training and technical assistance on sanitary and 
phytosanitary issues at both policy and operational levels;  

• Follow-up of the SPS MoU and protocols at national level, controls at the borders and within the various 
entities who have oversight of plant and food safety.  

• Follow-up of progress achieve in the compliance of phytosanitary international agricultural trade issues, 
including export procedures to EU and intra-regional markets. 

July 2014 Cabo Verde 
EDES SPS EU-ACP 
Programme 

EDES 
coordinator 

EDES mission (Food safety – Action plan and MoU with ARFA) 
Follow-up of the implementation of interventions - official controls 
• Field monitoring of ongoing activities related to training on sanitary and phytosanitary issues at both 

policy and operational levels;  
• Follow-up of the SPS MoU and protocols at national level (best practice guide, laboratory controls, 

training of inspections, controls at the and within the various entities who have oversight of food safety, 
including fisheries;  

• International agricultural trade issues, including export procedures to EU and intra-regional markets. 

Mai 2014 
Senegal  
Gambia 

EDES SPS EU-ACP 
Programme 

EDES 
coordinator 

EDES programme: Follow-up of the field ongoing actions related to the implementation of the EDES MoU on 
Food safety – Implementation of interventions - official controls 
• Sanitary and phytosanitary issues at both policy and operational levels by the new food safety authority 

in The Gambia 
• SPS protocols at national, regional and continental levels, at the borders and within the various agencies 

who have oversight of plant and animal health, and food safety, including with the relevant laboratories;  
• SPS implementing database system for official controls in The Gambia. 

Sept.2013 Mauritania 
EDES SPS EU-ACP 
Programme 

EDES 
coordinator 

EDES programme: Food safety – SPS official control system – Border controls in Las Palmas / fisheries 
• Field visit to the EU entry Border Inspection Post in Las Palmas to evaluate the main concerns in import 

controls from Mauritania, review of the SPS export procedures and SPS controls applicable to fisheries 
and make the appropriate recommendations to the inspectors and stakeholders in Mauritania to solve 
the trade concerns. 



 

  

Aug 2013 
Sao Tome & 
Principe 

OIE Mission 
OMSA|OIE -PVS 
assessor  
Team Leader 

OIE PVS –Evaluation of the Veterinary Services 
Evaluate the country capacity to comply with the relevant SPS international standards – at policy and 
operational levels. 
• evaluating the degree of implementation of standards related to the Performance and technical capacity 

of the Veterinary Services, including in border controls, animal health and food safety at operational level, 
interaction with stakeholders and access to markets. 

Jul 2013 Kenya 
EDES SPS EU-ACP 
Programme 

EDES 
coordinator 

EDES programme: Aquaculture – Veterinary official control system  
• Develop the action plan to improve the respect of the OIE animal health standards at both policy and 

operational levels;  
• Review the SPS protocols at national, regional and continental levels, at the borders and within the 

various agencies who have oversight of animal diseases and food safety related to the control of residues 
of veterinary medicines;  

• Review the international agricultural trade issues, including export procedures to EU and intra-regional 
markets for fisheries and aquaculture products; 

April 2013 Zambia 
EDES SPS EU-ACP 
Programme 

EDES 
coordinator 

EDES programme: Honey sector – Veterinary official control system   
• Preparation of a MoU including technical assistance and training to improve the compliance of sanitary 

requirements both policy and operational levels;  
• Review of sanitary protocols at national, regional and international levels, applicable at the borders and 

within the various agencies who have oversight of plant, bee diseases and food safety on the honey sector;  
• Review of international agricultural trade issues, including export procedures to EU and intra-regional 

markets applicable to honey. 

Nov. 2012 Cote d’Ivoire 
EDES SPS EU-ACP 
Programme 

EDES 
coordinator 

EDES programme: Food safety – Phytosanitary official control system 
• Needs assessment to prepare the MoU for sanitary and phytosanitary issues at both policy and 

operational levels;  
• Identification of SPS protocols at national, regional and continental levels, at the borders and within the 

various agencies who have oversight of plant health;  
• Coordination for Training of Border Inspection Point Inspectors on the phytosanitary controls and SPS 

requirements, interceptions, and inspection procedures for fruits and horticulture crops for exports to 
the EU. 

• Identification of relevant international agricultural trade issues, including export procedures to EU and 
intra-regional markets; 

• Review of the SPS implementing system under the IPPC international standards. 

Sept. 2012 Burkina Faso 
EDES SPS EU-ACP 
Programme 

EDES 
coordinator 

EDES programme: Food safety – Phytosanitary official control system 
• Needs assessment to prepare the MoU for sanitary and phytosanitary issues at both policy and 

operational levels;  
• Identification of SPS protocols at national, regional and continental levels, at the borders and within the 

various agencies who have oversight of plant health;  
• Coordination for Training of Border Inspection Point Inspectors on the phytosanitary controls and SPS 

requirements, interceptions, and inspection procedures for fruits and horticulture crops for exports to 
the EU. 

• Identification of relevant international agricultural trade issues, including export procedures to EU and 
intra-regional markets; 

• Review of the SPS implementing system under the IPPC international standards. 



 

  

May/June 
2012 

Dominican 
Republic 

EDES SPS EU-ACP 
Programme 

EDES 
coordinator 

 EDES programme: Food safety – Phytosanitary official control system 
• Needs assessment to prepare the MoU for sanitary and phytosanitary issues at both policy and 

operational levels;  
• Identification of SPS protocols at national, regional and continental levels, at the borders and within the 

various agencies who have oversight of plant health;  
• Coordination for Training of Border Inspection Point Inspectors on the phytosanitary controls and SPS 

requirements, interceptions, and inspection procedures for fruits and horticulture crops for exports to 
the EU; Identification of relevant international agricultural trade issues, including export procedures to 
EU and intra-regional markets; 

• Review of the SPS implementing system under the IPPC international standards. 

May 2012 Cameroon 
EDES SPS EU-ACP 
Programme 

EDES 
coordinator 

EDES programme: Food safety – Phytosanitary official control system 
• Needs assessment to prepare the MoU for sanitary and phytosanitary issues at both policy and 

operational levels;  
• Identification of SPS protocols at national, regional and continental levels, at the borders and within the 

various agencies who have oversight of plant health;  
• Coordination for Training of Border Inspection Point Inspectors on the phytosanitary controls and SPS 

requirements, interceptions, and inspection procedures for fruits and horticulture crops for exports to 
the EU.; Identification of relevant international agricultural trade issues, including export procedures to 
EU and intra-regional markets; 

• Review of the SPS implementing system under the IPPC international standards. 

Jan 2012 Fiji  
EDES SPS EU-ACP 
Programme 

EDES 
coordinator 

EDES programme: Food safety – sanitary official control system in the fishery sector  
• Needs assessment to prepare the MoU for sanitary issues at both policy and operational levels;  
• Identification of SPS protocols at national, regional and continental levels, at the borders and within the 

various agencies who have oversight fish and fishery products;  
• Identification of relevant international agricultural trade issues, including export procedures to EU and 

intra-regional markets applicable to fish and fishery products ; 

Dec 2011 
Guinea 
Bissau  

EDES SPS EU-ACP 
Programme 

EDES 
coordinator 

EDES programme: Food safety – sanitary official control system in the fishery sector  
• Needs assessment to prepare the MoU for sanitary issues at both policy and operational levels;  
• Identification of SPS protocols at national, regional and continental levels, at the borders and within the 

various agencies who have oversight fish and fishery products;  
• Review of the legislation applicable in the sector;  
• Identification of relevant international trade issues, including export procedures in the intra-regional 

markets applicable to fish and fishery products ; 

Sept 2011 Honduras OIE Mission Team leader 

OIE PVS Gap Analysis 
• Evaluating and recommendations to improve the degree of implementation of standards related to the 

Performance and technical capacity of the Veterinary Services, including in border controls, animal health 
and food safety at operational level, interaction with stakeholders and access to markets, including the 
estimation in human, physical and financial resources.  

Aug 2011 The Gambia 
EDES SPS EU-ACP 
Programme 

EDES 
coordinator 

EDES programme: Food safety – Sanitary official control system 
• Needs assessment to prepare the MoU for sanitary and phytosanitary issues at both policy and 

operational levels;  
• Identification of SPS protocols at national, regional and continental levels, at the borders and within the 

various agencies who have oversight of food safety;  
• Coordination for Training of Inspectors on food safety controls and SPS requirements, interceptions, and 

inspection procedures; 



 

  

• Identification of relevant international agricultural trade issues, including export procedures to EU and 
intra-regional markets; 

• Review of the SPS implementing system under the CODEX international standards. 

June 2011 Kenya 
EDES SPS EU-ACP 
Programme 

EDES 
coordinator 

EDES programme: Food safety – sanitary official control system in the fishery sector  
• Needs assessment to prepare the MoU for sanitary issues at both policy and operational levels;  
• Identification of SPS protocols at national, regional and continental levels, at the borders and within the 

various agencies who have oversight fish and fishery products;  
• Review of the legislation applicable in the sector;  
• Identification of relevant international trade issues, including export procedures in the intra-regional 

markets applicable to fish and fishery products ; 

April 2011 
Dominican 
Republic 

EDES SPS EU-ACP 
Programme 

EDES 
coordinator 

EDES programme: Food safety – Phytosanitary official control system 
• Needs assessment to prepare the MoU for sanitary and phytosanitary issues at both policy and 

operational levels;  
• Identification of SPS protocols at national, regional and continental levels, at the borders and within the 

various agencies who have oversight of plant health;  
• Coordination for Training of Border Inspection Point Inspectors on the phytosanitary controls and SPS 

requirements, interceptions, and inspection procedures for fruits and horticulture crops for exports to 
the EU. 

• Identification of relevant international agricultural trade issues, including export procedures to EU and 
intra-regional markets; Review of the SPS implementing system under the IPPC international standards. 

Oct. 2010 Turkey OIE Mission OIE Assessor 
PVS Gap Analysis – Strategy plan (pilot phase) 
Evaluate the key elements to be addressed in the national Strategic Plan and provide the main 
recommendations. 

Oct. 2010 Haiti OIE Mission 
OMSA|OIE -PVS 
assessor  
Team Leader  

OIE PVS Gap Analysis 
• Evaluating and recommendations to improve the degree of implementation of standards related to the 

Performance and technical capacity of the Veterinary Services, including in border controls, animal health 
and food safety at operational level, interaction with stakeholders and access to markets, including the 
estimation in human, physical and financial resources.      

Sept 2010 
Dominican 
Republic 

EDES SPS EU-ACP 
Programme 

EDES 
coordinator 

EDES programme: Food safety – Phytosanitary official control system 
• Needs assessment to prepare the MoU for sanitary and phytosanitary issues at both policy and 

operational levels; Needs assessment to prepare a MoU to support the relevant laboratories operating in 
the food safety domain; 

• Identification of SPS protocols at national, regional and continental levels, at the borders and within the 
various agencies who have oversight of plant health;  

• Coordination for Training of Border Inspection Point Inspectors on the phytosanitary controls and SPS 
requirements, interceptions, and inspection procedures for fruits and horticulture crops for exports to 
the EU.; Identification of relevant international agricultural trade issues, including export procedures to 
EU and intra-regional market; Review of the SPS implementing system under the IPPC international 
standards. 

June 2010 Ghana 
EDES SPS EU-ACP 
Programme 

EDES 
coordinator 

EDES programme: Food safety – Phytosanitary official control system for the cocoa sector 
• Identification of SPS protocols at national, regional and continental levels, at the borders and within the 

various agencies who have oversight of plant health;  
• Coordination for Training of Border Inspection Point Inspectors on the phytosanitary controls and SPS 

requirements, interceptions, and inspection procedures for fruits and horticulture crops for exports to 



 

  

the EU; Identification of relevant international agricultural trade issues, including export procedures to 
EU and intra-regional markets; 

Feb 2010 Panama OIE Mission OIE assessor 

OIE PVS Gap Analysis 
Evaluating and recommendations to improve the degree of implementation of standards related to the 
Performance and technical capacity of the Veterinary Services, including in border controls, animal health and 
food safety at operational level, interaction with stakeholders and access to markets, including the estimation 
in human, physical and financial resources. 

Jan 2010 Togo OIE Mission 
OMSA|OIE -PVS 
assessor  
Team Leader  

OIE PVS Gap Analysis 
Evaluating and recommendations to improve the degree of implementation of standards related to the 
Performance and technical capacity of the Veterinary Services, including in border controls, animal health and 
food safety at operational level, interaction with stakeholders and access to markets, including the estimation 
in human, physical and financial resources. 

Sept 2009 Mozambique OIE Mission OIE Assessor  

OIE PVS Gap Analysis 
• Evaluating and recommendations to improve the degree of implementation of standards related to the 

Performance and technical capacity of the Veterinary Services, including in border controls, animal health 
and food safety at operational level, interaction with stakeholders and access to markets, including the 
estimation in human, physical and financial resources. 

June 2009 
Guinea 
Conakry 

OIE Mission OIE Assessor  

OIE PVS-Gap Analysis, part II 
• Evaluating and recommendations to improve the degree of implementation of standards related to the 

Performance and technical capacity of the Veterinary Services, including in border controls, animal health 
and food safety at operational level, interaction with stakeholders and access to markets, including the 
estimation in human, physical and financial resources. 

May 2009 El Salvador OIE Mission OIE Assessor  

Evaluation of the Performance of the Veterinary Services 
Evaluate the country capacity to comply with the relevant OIE international standards – at policy and 
operational levels. 
• Evaluating and recommendations to improve the degree of implementation of standards related to the 

Performance and technical capacity of the Veterinary Services, including in border controls, animal health 
and food safety at operational level, interaction with stakeholders and access to markets. 

Feb 2009 Djibouti  OIE Mission OIE Assessor  

OIE PVS Gap Analysis 
• Evaluating and recommendations to improve the degree of implementation of standards related to the 

Performance and technical capacity of the Veterinary Services, including in border controls, animal health 
and food safety at operational level, interaction with stakeholders and access to markets, including the 
estimation in human, physical and financial resources for border controls and animal health inspections 
for exports at regional level. 

Dec. 2008 Madagascar OIE Mission OIE Assessor  

OIE PVS Gap Analysis 
• Evaluating and recommendations to improve the degree of implementation of standards related to the 

Performance and technical capacity of the Veterinary Services, including in border controls, animal health 
and food safety at operational level, interaction with stakeholders and access to markets, including the 
estimation in human, physical and financial resources. 

Nov. 2008 Peru OIE Mission 
OMSA|OIE -PVS 
assessor  
Team Leader  

Evaluation of the Performance of the Veterinary Services 
Evaluate the country capacity to comply with the relevant OIE international standards – at policy and 
operational levels. 
• Evaluating and recommendations to improve the degree of implementation of standards related to the 

Performance and technical capacity of the Veterinary Services, including in border controls, animal health 
and food safety at operational level, interaction with stakeholders and access to markets.   



 

  

Sept. 2008 Benin OIE Mission OIE Assessor  

OIE PVS Gap Analysis 
• Evaluating and recommendations to improve the degree of implementation of standards related to the 

Performance and technical capacity of the Veterinary Services, including in border controls, animal health 
and food safety at operational level, interaction with stakeholders and access to markets, including the 
estimation in human, physical and financial resources. 

June 2008 
Guinea 
Conakry 

OIE Mission OIE Assessor 

OIE PVS Gap Analysis and Strengthening Programme (Pilot phase, part I)  
• Evaluating and recommendations to improve the degree of implementation of standards related to the 

Performance and technical capacity of the Veterinary Services, including in border controls, animal health 
and food safety at operational level, interaction with stakeholders and access to markets. 

Set96 to 
April 2001 

Latin 
America 
countries, etc 

European Commission 
misions 

E Commission 
representative   

Several missions to Chile, Mercosul countries, Equador, Japan, USA, Nordic Council, several Member States and 
London (EMA, FAO, OIE Headquarters) to discuss and negotiate the implementation of EU SPS standards 
applicable in the field of food safety and veterinary medicines.  

7. Summary of professional experience: 

Nov. 2016 
- present 

Portugal 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs 

Senior official  
Ministry of Foreign 
Affaires 
DGAE/ SPS  

- Inter-ministerial coordination and follow-up of EU policy and legislation related to Public Health, Global 
Health, Sanitary and phytosanitary issues, food safety, GMOs, animal and public health, medicines; pesticides. 
- National delegate in several Council Working Parties (Public Health and Food Safety) 

March 
2010-
March 
2016  

Brussels 
ACP  

ColeACP – EDES SPS 
EU-ACP Programme 
 

EDES-ColeACP           
Strategy advisor 
(Official control 
system) and 
Regional 
Coordinator 

Strategy Advisor for interventions strengthening the food safety official control system in the ACP 
beneficiary countries (Competent authorities); Needs assessment for technical support of competent 
authorities in the sanitary, phytosanitary field and in the food safety control system and preparation of 
Memoranda of Understanding for priority technical assistance and training to improve the development and 
application of export procedures to EU and intra-regional markets. Follow-up of international SPS 
standards implementation at national and regional level (Policy and operational). 

April 
2001-Set 
2008 

Brussels 

Permanent 
Representation of 
Portugal to the EU 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs 

Counsellor  
EU policy and legislation related to Sanitary and phytosanitary issues, food safety, GMOs, animal and public 
health, medicines; pesticides. 

Sept 1996- 
April 2001 
 

Brussels 
European Commission 
DG Enterprise 
DG SANCO 

Principal 
Administrator  
(Temporary agent) 
END 

• DG SANCO – Bilateral International Relations (TA5): SPS bilateral agreements between the EU and third 
counties (Latin-American countries – Mercosul, Central America and Andean Pact) 
DG ENTR – Pharmaceuticals Unit (END): EU Policy and legislation in the field of Vet Medicines and 
Pharmacovigilance. 

1989-
1996 

Portugal 
(Lisboa) 

Direção Geral de 
Veterinária 

Head of Unit 
Assessor 

Veterinary Pharmacy Unit 
Regulatory affaires in the field of veterinary medicines, residues and pharmacovigilance;  

1985-
1989 

Portugal 
(Lisboa) 

 
Faculdade de Medicina 
Veterinária 
Prof. Tilak Viegas 
 
 

Veterinary Doctor  
Technical 
assistance 
 

Cooperation with the DETSA/UISEE (Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of Lisbon) in the field of economic 
epidemiology contributing in studies on economic impact of animal production, disease and food control; 
Veterinary and Technical assistance in animal health and animal production units and food processing 
establishments (stable to table and Development of new meat products.): NUTAL, KILOM (poultry), Soc 
Suinicultura Pinhal dos Frades (Pig), Agrupamento Sanitaria (ADS Ponte-Sor) (small ruminants); Clinical field 
activity in the livestock sector, S.Miguel-Azores.  

 
 



[Escreva aqui] 
 

ANNEX - Other relevant information and description of posts 

DESCRIPTION OF 20 YEARS PROFESSIONAL (SPECIFIC International experience, when based in Brussels) 

1. From 2008-2017 – International cooperation 

- 2008 – Present : World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE – PVS Pathway) certified assessor 

Evaluation of the Performance of Veterinary Services (PVS and Gap analysis tools) and, following the gap analysis, 

the preparation of programs strengthening the conformity of veterinary services with the OIE international quality 

standards.  

Key qualifications: OIE assessor in the Evaluation of the Performance of Veterinary Services (PVS) and PVS Gap 

Analysis based on the OIE quality criteria of the services and Quantitative evaluation of the VS needs and priorities 

based on the outcome of the evaluation of the PVS (objectives, technical, physical and financial resources with the 

estimation of a five years budget). 

- April to October 2016: International consultancy in SPS domain (EU and UNIDO). 

- Mar 2010 - 2016: EDES Programme (EDES is a EU funded Programme: Strengthening Food Safety in the ACP 

countries) : Policy and Strategy Advisor ; Regional coordinator (Senegal, Cabo Verde, The Gambia, Dominican 

Republic, Kenya, Guiné-Bissau) 

Key qualifications in EDES: Policy and Strategy Advisor for interventions strengthening the food safety official 

control system in the ACP beneficiary countries and Geographical Coordinator.  

Activities: Preparation of Memoranda of Understanding between the competent authorities of ACP beneficiary 

countries and EDES following field evaluation missions and based on the results of the needs assessment and the 

country priorities; Preparation of specific action plans for sanitary and phyto-sanitary technical assistance and training 

in the field of official controls and coordination activities concerning the field interventions. Technical assistance in 

the definition of objectives, resources, activities and budget; Coordination of field interventions and activities of 

external experts to implement the action plans and with EDES Consortium partners in the field of official controls; 

Technical coordination of the publications “Drafting the Manual for Inspection at Border Inspection Posts” (EDES, 

2016) and Manual for the production of fresh cheese in Cabo Verde” (2016). 

Description of the functions in the EU SPS Programme (EDES): - Capacity building missions for evaluation of 

food safety system and preparation of Memoranda of Understanding with competent authorities (Plant protection 

services, veterinary services and Food Safety authorities) of Burkina Faso, Cabo Vert, Cote d’Ivoire, Cameroon, 

Dominican Republic, Fiji, Ghana, The Gambia, Guiné-Bissau, Senegal and Zambia, all ACP beneficiary countries. 

- Technical assistance evaluation missions and needs assessment to identify the country priorities for international 

technical support, preparation of specific action plans for sanitary and phyto-sanitary technical assistance and training 

in the field of official controls and coordination activities concerning the field interventions.  

- Coordination of more than 40 expert field missions to provide technical assistance and specific training to the 

beneficiary countries of the programme. The work included the definition of objectives, resources, activities, budget, 

drafting the Terms of Reference (ToR), the selection of expertise, validation of the results and reporting activities.  

- Technical coordination of the expert’s missions to implement the action plans in the field of official controls 

ensuring the cooperation with EDES Consortium partners in this field. 

 

2. From 16 May 2001 to 31 July 2008 – Counsellor at the PT Representation to the EU 

Counsellor at the Permanent Representation of Portugal to the EU (Brussels), Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Portugal - Counsellor for food safety, veterinary and phytosanitary matters (Conselheira T Principal). 

(Ref. Ambassadors  Fezas Vital and Pedro Bartolo, Av. Cortenbergh 12, Brussels) 



 

  

Profile/Expertise: Senior advisor for policy and legislation in food safety sector (food chain), public health, animal 

health and welfare, GMOs and veterinary medicines.  

- Food and veterinary Community legislation (EU, WTO/SPS domain) 

- Community negotiation skills at the EU – Council, Commission and EP and at International level with third 

countries in the SPS domain  

- Evaluator of official sanitary systems of veterinary authorities (OIE-PVS tool) 

 

Main Achievements  

-National Coordinator for the Portuguese Presidency for food, veterinary and phytossanitary affaires.  Chair of the 3 

Counsellors Working Groups of “Agriculture”, “Veterinary”” and “Foodstuffs”;  

- EU negotiation, on behalf of the EU Presidency, of proposals in the food safety and veterinary domain with the 

Commission and with the EP (10 informal trilogues and negotiation talks with the rapporteurs, members of the 

European Parliament); 

-Dialogue with the major EU stakeholders representatives and the relevant scientific bodies in the food safety domain; 

-Technical and policy adviser of the Portuguese ministers of Agriculture and Health, ambassador and Director 

Generals in the food, veterinary and phytosanitary domain, as regards the EU policy agenda, legislative proposals 

and decision making during seven years.  

 

On behalf of the EU PT Presidency (2nd semester 2007): 

PRESIDENCY AND COORDINATOR FOR VETERINARY, FOODSTUFFS AND PHYTOSANITARY AFFAIRES (AGRICULTURE/ 

COREPER ISSUES); 

- CHAIR OF THE COUNSELLORS WG FOR VETERINARY ISSUES 

- CHAIR OF THE COUNSELLORS FOR FOODSTUFFS  

- CHAIIR OF THE AGRICULTURE COUNSELLORS (PESTICIDES) 

Presidency lead in the informal trilogues and meetings with the European Parliament (rapporteurs MEPs 

Scheele, Sturdy, Doyle, Murko, Estrela; Schellhardt; Polibortone, Westlung, Breier, Klass (Food improvement agents 

package, hormones, HCCP, pesticides package, comitology alignment - GMOs and pesticides residues and health 

claims. 

FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES DURING THE EU PRESIDENCY : 

- Co-ordination activities and EU negotiation on foodstuffs, residues, GMOs, public and animal health, animal 

welfare, plant protection products and medicinal products for vet use; 

- Preparation of the discussions at the Council and follow-up activities of the COREPER and Council in the last seven 

years in the areas of food safety legislation and policy, in genetic modified organisms (GMOs) hygiene of food and 

feed, public and animal health, animal welfare, feedingstuffs, veterinary medicines, foodstuffs intended for particular 

nutritional uses, food labelling, supplements and plant protection products; 

- Follow-up of Portuguese priorities related to food legislation and in the veterinary and phytosanitary domain with 

the Commission services. 

 

3. From Set 1996- May 2001: Administrator at the European Commission  

FROM  01/08/2000 UNTIL 15/05/2001  

DG/UNIT : European Commission / DG SANCO / E 3  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, BILATERAL AGREEMENTS 

JOB TITLE: PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATOR (TA5) 

FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES:  

- Cooperation with the Member-states in the WTO/SPS EU Agreements with Third Countries: Support and 

preparation of exploratory talks aiming at bilateral agreements with Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Uruguay and Paraguay.  

- Preparation of common positions, reply to parliamentary questions, contribution to briefings and general 

correspondence with these countries, inter-service consultations (in particular with the other relevant services of DG 



 

  

SANCO, Legal Service and DGs TRADE, RELEX and AGRI) and co-ordination with the Member States in the 

exploratory talks and follow-up; 

- Development of a network between the Commission and Member States for the preparation and operation of 

information related to SPS bilateral agreements with third countries; 

- Co-ordination of EU activities concerning Foot-and-Mouth Disease (FMD) with third countries in close co-

operation with DG TRADE and RELEX during the FMD crisis in Europe (Feb.-May 01). 

 

FROM  01/09/1996 UNTIL 01/02/2000 -  DG/UNIT: E.Commission/DG III ENTR/E/3 (END) PHARMACEUTICALS  

FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES: 

- Contribution to the drafting of legislation of legislation concerning veterinary medicines, its impact in animal and 

human health and pharmacovigilance, in close cooperation with the Member States and stakeholders (FEDESA, 

AESGP, FVE, BEUC); Contribution to the drafting of the guidelines to be published by the Commission: Notice to 

Applicants, Vols. 5 (Legislation), 6A, 6B (Format and content of applications) and volume 9 (Pharmacovigilance);  

- Chair and Management of the following Commission Committees: 

• Veterinary Pharmaceutical Committee (V. medicinal products: policy and legislation) 

• Notice to Applicants Working Party (guidance to industry for marketing authorisations of v. medicinal 

products, technical harmonization); 

• V. Pharmacovigilance Policy Working Group (Pharmacovigilance legi. and guidance); 

- On behalf of the Commission, participation in several International meetings on International Co-operation on 

“Harmonisation of Technical Requirements of Veterinary Medicines” (VICH) between authorities and industry 

(USA, JAPAN, Australia and New Zealand) – Meetings in Washington, Tokyo and Brussels);  

- Co-ordination activities of the ‘Antimicrobial resistance’ file in DG ENTR. 

- Presentation of the Community policy and legislation in vet medicinal products domain, on behalf of the 

Commission, in several technical events;  

- Liaison with the European Agency of Evaluation of Medicines (EMEA) in the area of the authorisation and 

surveillance of veterinary medicines and with the Nordic Council in the area of classification of medicines (ATC Vet 

Code) – London, Brussels and Uppsala. 

OTHER RELEVANT PROFESSIONAL RECORDS  

- Supervisor of Master’s Thesis on Veterinary Public Health in “ Contribution of Animal Health in access to 

international markets, to global food security and poverty alleviation” of Dr A Malta Reis, FMV (UL) , July 2011; 

- Missions on behalf of the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE), The OIE  - PVS Evaluation of the 

Performance of the Veterinary and OIE  - PVS Gap Analysis and Strengthening Programme. Several OIE member 

countries (in east and west Africa , South and Central Americas and Asia) since 2008 and OIE feedback information 

or training sessions; 

- Participation in the EU field exercise CURIEX 2013 International Operations, on Radiologic and nuclear emergency 

(Almaraz, Spain, 5-7 Sept.2013)  

- Providing training of the Presidency of CZ Republic on the EU negotiation, role of the Institutions and the EU 

agenda on the veterinary and food safety domain – One day seminar Ministry of Agriculture 

Check Republic, Prague, 18 July 2008; 

- Participation, on behalf of the Presidency of the Council, on the 2nd and 3rd rounds of negotiations between the EU 

and the Andean Community, the EU and Central America and with Chile in the Joint Management Committees 

(Quito, Brussels and Santiago do Chile, 2007 and 2008); 

- Review of the Pharmacovigilance Terminology, on behalf of the European Commission, Expert for MEDDRA 

(translation review control), Brussels 2003;  

- Evaluator for the scientific evaluation of information on the use of antimicrobial agents in the EU, on behalf of the 

European Commission/DG ENTR – (Dec. 1999); 

- Ongoing Collaboration with the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine (Lisbon) and University of Porto in the domain of 

the EU legislation and policy, Pharmacology and Toxicology, Public Health and Food safety legislation subjects, 

since 1993/94/95 until 2006);  



 

  

- European Expert in Veterinary Pharmacovigilance within the European Commission and at the European Agency 

of Evaluation of Medicinal Products, (EMEA) in London (1991-1998). 

- Participation as chair, delegate or expert in the areas of the food safety chain and medicinal products in different 

EU Committees and Working Groups in the Commission, Council, EP, CODEX, OIE, SPS, VICH (technical 

cooperation with US and Japan – missions in Tokyo and Washington), Bilateral EU negotiations/ rounds with latin 

American countries, EMEA, EFSA , etc for the last 20 years; 

- Communication activities with the press and discussions with the main European associations of the major 

stakeholders of the relevant food, veterinary, biotech animal welfare and pesticide fields. 

OTHER PRESENTATIONS AND TRAINING PROVIDED IN INTERNATIONAL SEMINARS AND 

CONFERENCES 

- EU role on Global Health : Training provided to the European Directors of Diplomatic Centres (3-4 June 2021) 

- EC-Presidency Commemoratory Event for the Entry into application of the Transparency Regulation: 

Round table “Transformation of the EU risk assessment in the food chain – what is next?” (30 march2021) 

- Participation as chair, delegate or expert in the areas of the food safety chain and medicinal products in different 

EU Committees and Working Groups in the Commission, Council, EP, CODEX, OIE, SPS, VICH (technical 

cooperation with US and Japan – missions in Tokyo and Washington), Bilateral EU negotiations/ rounds with latin 

American countries, EMEA, EFSA , etc for the last 20 years; 

- India, University of Madras (Chennai): Post Marketing Surveillance System, a contribution to global food safety – 

Presentation at the International Workshop of Pharmacovigilance for Global Food Security, 22-23 Feb 2013; 

- Training of the incoming Presidency of CZ Republic - The EU negotiation, role of the Institutions and the EU 

agenda on the veterinary and food safety domain– One day seminar Ministry of Agriculture, Prague, 18 July 2008; 

- Participation, on behalf of the Presidency of the Council, on the 2nd and 3rd rounds of negotiations between the EU 

and the Andean Community, the EU and Central America and with Chile in the Joint Management Committees 

(Quito, Brussels and Santiago do Chile, 2007 and 2008); 

- APIFARMA (National Association of Pharmaceutical Industry), The Portuguese Presidency, its coordination and 

decision making, Lisbon, 7 March 2008 ; 

- XXIV FEFAC Congress – Moderator of Round table, EU Lisbon Agenda: better regulation and industry self-

control, Oporto, 14-17 June 2007; 

- Oporto University, ICBAS - Veterinary affaires, Role of the EU  and implications for Portugal, April 2007; 

- Oporto University, ICBAS - Vet Public Health and food Safety, role of the EU and the International Organizations, 

Oporto, 6 June 2006; 

- XLV Luso-Spanish Forum – Hygiene, sanitary and animal production, The future in the EU,  Faro, 27-29 Sept. 

2006; 

- Ongoing Collaboration with the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine (Lisbon) and University of Porto in the domain of 

the EU legislation and policy, Pharmacology and Toxicology, Public Health and Food safety legislation subjects, 

since 1993/94/95 until 2006);  

- The EU food safety framework and decision making process ; crisis management in Master in Vet Public Health/ 

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine,(Seminar Zoonosis),   Lisbon 18 Fev. 2005; 

- National Poultry Association, Opening session of the 2nd Congress, Luso, 24 Nov. 2004; 

- European Academy of Law (ERA)- Recent Developments in the European Food Law , New and integrated 

approach towards official food and feed control in the EU, TRIER, 9 Dec. 2004; 

- Review of the Pharmacovigilance Terminology, on behalf of the European Commission, Expert for MEDDRA 

(translation review control), Brussels 2003;  

- Evaluator for the scientific evaluation of information on the use of antimicrobial agents in the EU, on behalf of the 

European Commission/DG ENTR – (Dec. 1999); 

- European Expert in Veterinary Pharmacovigilance within the European Commission and at the European Agency 

of Evaluation of Medicinal Products, (EMEA) in London (1991-1998). 

Other previous presentations – (Lisbon,25/26.10.93; Porto, 12.11.94; Rome, 3.11.95; Porto, 1996; Coimbra, 1996; 

Lisboa, 1996; Lisboa, 1997; London, 29.05.97; London 23.06.97; London, 12.09.97; Berlin, 25.09.97; Reikjavic, 

21.11.97; Brussels, 29.11.97; Lisboa, 7.11.98;   London, 13.03.98;  Lisbon 6/7.11.98; Brussels, 9.9.99).  


