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Mandate on the welfare of fur animals on farm

Mandate received:  
5th December 2023

Mandate deadline: 
31st March 2025

EU Legal background

There is currently no specific EU 
animal protection legislation covering 

these animal species

Council Directive 98/58/EC of 20 July 
1998 concerning the protection of 
animals kept for farming purposes 

applies

Previous Scientific 
outputs

SCAHAW, 2001 – The welfare 
of animals kept for fur 

production

https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2023-00869



EFSA approach to the mandates on fur animals
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Methodological guidance for the 
development of animal welfare 

mandates in the context of the Farm 
to Fork Strategy

EFSA AHAW Panel, 2022

EC Mandate requests to EFSA

Article 31 in accordance to Regulation 
(EC) 178/2002– Technical Report

Article 29 in accordance to Regulation 
(EC) 178/2002– Scientific Opinion



Mink

Mustela 
vison

Red Fox

Vulpes 
vulpes

Arctic Fox

Vulpes 
lagopus 

(previously 
Alopex

lagopus)

Raccoon Dogs

Nyctereutes
procyonoides

Chinchillas 

Chinchilla 
laniger

Species included in the mandate



Technical 
report

Mandate Terms of Reference

ToR1a

• An update of the literature review of the 
report “The welfare of animals kept for fur 
production” (SCAHAW, 2001), on:

• Section 4: General aspects of carnivore 
biology (foxes, mink and raccoon dogs)

• Section 5: General aspects of rodent 
biology (chinchillas)

ToR1b

• A review of the most common husbandry
system(s) (including field-tested systems) 
and rearing practices for keeping animals 
for fur production for the species named.

ToR2a

• Identify the most relevant welfare 
consequences and corresponding hazards in 
relation to common husbandry systems and 
practices for fur production

ToR2b

• For the most relevant welfare consequences 
(max 5), assess whether the welfare 
consequences identified above can be 
prevented or substantially mitigated under 
current farming conditions or other field-
tested farming systems. 

• The welfare assessment will be focused on 
the welfare consequences considered highly 
relevant in a certain animal category.

Scientific 
opinion



DATA and methodologies

Literature search and data 
extraction

• Literature review and systematic literature review
• Grey literature
• Data extraction, metanalysis 

Data recording and 
analysis

• Development of tools for monitoring data on a certain topic
• Questionnaires and survey to Member States and stakeholders
• Organization of network meetings
• Outsourcing activities for data recording in the field

Expert Knowledge 
Elicitation (EKE)

• Tool to get expert judgements (and their related uncertainty) in the 
case of scarce empirical evidence  (Guidance on expert knowledge 
elicitation in food and feed safety RA 
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/it/efsajournal/pub/3734 )

To carry out risk assessment, EFSA will produce outcomes following:



AHAW PANEL

From the ‘question’ (mandate) to the ‘answer’ (scientific 
output)

WORKING GROUP

Mandate

Adoption of the 
Scientific 
Opinion 

Draft 
scientific 
opinion

Publication in EFSA 
Journal 



Engagement strategy for AW mandates: fur animals
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After mandate 
acceptance

Throughout 
the mandate

After publicationAfter the public 
meeting

Before adoption 
(if needed)

2. Call for evidence
Shortly after the public meeting, EFSA will hold a 
structured collection of the data/information at 

SH’s hand to support risk assessment. 
SH input will be made public.

3. Ad-hoc technical hearings
SH who have submitted relevant data or 
information may be invited as hearing experts 
in the meetings of the EFSA working group.

4. Targeted consultation
EFSA may require additional input on specific parts of 

the draft opinion. The consultation would target the 
pool of SH involved in the previous steps. 

SH input will be made public.

1. Expression of interest + public 
meeting
• Set up a pool of SH for regular engagement.
• Present the mandate; discuss its opportunities and 

challenges.
• Listen to the views of SH as from the start.
• Identify individual contributors to be invited to ad-hoc 

technical hearings of the EFSA working group.

5. Public webinar
• Present the EFSA opinion.

• Foster the understanding of EFSA’s 
conclusions/recommendations.

• Close the feedback loop with SH by 
explaining how their input was 
considered/taken on board in 
formulating EFSA’s opinion.  

Consultation of EFSA Networks

Today



Thank you for your attention!                        STAY CONNECTED

SUBSCRIBE TO
efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters
efsa.europa.eu/en/rss
Careers.efsa.europa.eu – job alerts

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
@efsa_eu @methods_efsa
@plants_efsa @animals_efsa

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM
@one_healthenv_eu

CONTACT US
efsa.europe.eu/en/contact/askefsa

FOLLOW US ON LINKEDIN
Linkedin.com/company/efsa

LISTEN TO OUR PODCAST
Science on the Menu –Spotify, Apple Podcast and YouTube 


