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context of targeted consultations of
the CAs of the member states
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The Federal Office of Consumer Protection and Food Safety (BVL) is the national competent
authority (CA) concerning applications for marketing authorisation of GMOs either for
cultivation or for the use as food and/or feed according to Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003.

After EFSA validated a new GMO application it has to consult the national CAs according to
article 6 (4) and article 18 (4) of Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 in line with Directive
2001/18/EC, which then have a 3-month time period to comment on the application.

The BVL delivers its opinion on these applications to EFSA as part of the EU Community
approval procedure as prescribed by law.

Although the BVL highly appreciates the improvements made concerning the submission of
its comments for targeted consultations on CONNECT.EFSA, we still have to face several
difficulties.
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The competent authorities of the member states submit their comments to the different
chapters
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…which are further divided into subchapters
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However, there are inconsistencies between the entry masks of different targeted consultations. For
some full applications the structure is correct, for others not:

Here, e. g. the main chapter 2 is missing and its subchapters are… 
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However, there are inconsistencies between the entry masks of different targeted consultations. For
some full applications the structure is correct, for others not:

… listed under the main chapter 1 
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For renewal applications, there is no numbering of the commenting fields, which are
consequently listed in a randomized order:
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Fortunately, there is now an upload function for every chapter and subchapter of the entry
form, however, we can only see after submission that we attached a file marked by a 
checkmark, but not the file name and we cannot open the attached files:
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The BVL highly appreciates the improvements made concerning the submission of its
comments for targeted consultations on CONNECT.EFSA and thanks EFSA for the efforts.

It would also be highly appreciated, if the entry forms would be consistent between all 
full as well as between all renewal applications in the future.

It would be most important for us to be able to check the content of the uploaded files in 
order to control if the comments are/were submitted correctly and completely. 
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Contact:

Thank you for your attention!
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Internet: www.bvl.bund.de
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