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IS IT (STILL) A COMPETENT ORGANISATION?

Today:

recap

clarity – understanding 

disccussion



323 CURRENTLY INCLUDED ART.36 MS ORGANISATIONS (EU27/29)

• National organisations

• Compliant with the criteria (status, expertise, capacity,…)

• Interested & designated by MS
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ART.36-TOOL DATABASE
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Searchable:

• Countries (29: EU27+ Iceland and 
Norway),

• Organisations (323)

• Competences (13 areas)

• Contacts (@3,000+)

Available to: EFSA and MS –

AF / Focal Points

ESFA remit competences / 
expertise



ONLINE PUBLIC INFORMATION
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Search tool

https://efsa.my.site.com/competentorganisations/s/competentorganisation/CompetentOrganisation__c/00B1v000009LqfIEAS


CRITERIA OF INCLUSION
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A competent organisations of MS must

1. Carry out scientific and technical support tasks

2. Be legal entities pursuing public interest objectives and have specific 
procedures and rules ensuring tasks will be performed 
with independence and integrity

3. Possess a high level of scientific or technical expertise in one or more 
fields of EFSA’s mission

4. Have the capacity to operate in a network and/or to perform efficiently the 
tasks in the Regulation ​ (Reg. EC No 2230/2004) laying down detailed rules 
for the implementation of Art.36 (Reg 178/2002) regarding to the network 
of organisations operating in the fields within EFSA with EEA relevance.



PROCESS AND TIMING

Regular EFSA MB meetings 

(Mar, Jun, Dec)

in-between

Written procedure (min. 3 weeks open for approval)

(5x in 2023; next planned early 2024)
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Workflow (tool):  

Time:

Plan ‘unexpected’, 
e.g. tool bugs to be 
solved by EFSA



PROCESS OF ART.36 LIST UPDATE
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EFSA provides a tool/database (CRM) to collect and share information

Key players role in the process:

Organisation / Focal Point / Member State (PermRep/Mission to the EU in Brussels) 

EFSA / Administrator / Management Board

Information: to be provided when a change occurs; annually or min. every 3 yrs.



ART.36-DATABASE (TOOL) 

Access to Art.36-DB:

✓MS -> FP Users (2 per country)

✓Organisation -> Admin Contact (1)

(ad hoc, when needed OR annually (advised) or min every 3 years)

Update of Art.36 List of competent organisations designated by MS:

o new (designation of inclusion , EFSA MB approval)

o old (designation of withdrawal, EFSA notification)

o changes (2 kinds):

- update covered by present MS assessment – ‘technical’ – direct EFSA approval,

- update needing new MS assessment – ‘substantial’ – new MS designation
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https://efsa.my.site.com/competentorganisations/s/
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/partnersnetworks/scorg


UPDATE OF THE ART.36 LIST

“Where designated organisations no longer meet the criteria ..., Member States shall withdraw their 
designation and immediately inform EFSA ...

Member States shall review the list of organisations they have designated regularly, and at least 
every three (3) years.”

Art.1 (3), Implementing rules Reg. (EC) No 2230/2004

Practice:
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ongoing Art.36 List update

✓as of today 98.45% up-to-date (i.e. 5 organisations pending update)

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ%3AL%3A2004%3A379%3A0064%3A0067%3AEN%3APDF


LAST UPDATE INFORMATION
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- View of the previous ‘MS Assessment Summary’ to the organisation’s  Admin CP

- under ‘Related’ tab, chronologically



USER GUIDES & SUPPORT 
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✓List update – process

MS Teams folder

Advise:

FP Community

Cooperation.article36@efsa.europa.eu

https://efsa815.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/FocalPointsNetwork/Shared%20Documents/Art.36%20-%20exchange%20of%20views/List%20update%20-%20process?csf=1&web=1&e=9Nem0y


SUPPORT

FP unique role: 

Contacts to organisations

in addition to the public display 
information in Search tool

Project collaboration / consortia / 
follow-up / exchange / networking

Apply for funding: 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/c
alls/art36grants
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https://efsa.my.site.com/competentorganisations/s/competentorganisation/CompetentOrganisation__c/00B1v000009LqfIEAS
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/calls/art36grants
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/calls/art36grants


THE VALUE OF PARTNERSHIP FOR MS COMPETENT BODIES

• Synergies:

• Support to any ongoing work or task

• Utilisation of available resources (staff, experts, knowledge, data, etc.)

• Maintenance of staff expertise, relevant to the organisations’ work

• Strategy, Mission or Role relevance

• Visibility (national, European, etc.)

• Networking

• Funding

• ...

Additional factors:

• Prioritisation differs across types of organisations (e.g., Univ. vs. Ministry services)

• Organisations vs. People 14

MB
AF

FP



IN SUMMARY

ONGOING Art.36 List UPDATE and USAGE

FP community approach:

✓exchange, support and sharing 

with EFSA:

✓ improving guides and guidelines, best practices

✓ learning from verification / assessment / ad-hoc checks (new)

✓dealing with identified issues (e.g. tool bugs, new areas of interest)

Reference:

MS Teams channel -> Art.36 - exchange of views & cooperation.article36@efsa.europa.eu
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https://efsa815.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/FocalPointsNetwork/Shared%20Documents/Art.36%20-%20exchange%20of%20views?csf=1&web=1&e=sprvmP
mailto:cooperation.article36@efsa.europa.eu


THANK YOU & STAY CONNECTED

SUBSCRIBE TO
efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters
efsa.europa.eu/en/rss
Careers.efsa.europa.eu – job alerts

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
@efsa_eu @methods_efsa
@plants_efsa @animals_efsa

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM
@one_healthenv_eu

CONTACT US
efsa.europa.eu/en/contact/askefsa

FOLLOW US ON LINKEDIN
Linkedin.com/company/efsa

LISTEN TO OUR PODCAST
Science on the Menu –Spotify, Apple Podcast and YouTube 
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