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Background
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Why update the Almanac?
• Ensure accuracy and reflect changes
• Facilitate collaboration
• Boost trust

What is the Almanac for?
• Outlines the public food and feed safety 

structure of participating countries
• Tool for identifying collaboration partners 

and promoting harmonization

Current update process
• Frequency per user initiative
• Problem: profiles might be outdated

Today’s presentation:
• Maintenance concept from TMT 1.12a:

• Central idea
• Notification system & helpful 

documents
• Sample timeline

• Requested updates for 2023
• Other updates from the Almanac team



Maintenance concept from TMT 1.12a: central idea
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If you know of a change: update immediately

Once a calendar year: perform an accuracy 

check of entire profile & inform German FP

After two calendar years without accuracy 

checks: admin add a message box to the 

country’s profile page

NEW! “Last updated” text at the top of each 

country profile indicates the time of the last full 

accuracy check.



Maintenance concept from TMT 1.12a: notification system

1. Invitation to update: every March and September

• Only sent to FPs who have not performed an accuracy check that year

2. Reminder: sent January after 1 calendar year without an accuracy check

3. Final notification: sent January after 2 calendar years without an accuracy check

• Message box has been posted
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Accuracy check for 2023

Early October 2023: first invitation to update will be sent to all WFSA contact persons

• If you have already performed an accuracy check in 2023, please let us know (efsa-focal-

point@bfr.bund.de).

• If you have not performed an accuracy check in 2023, we invite you to do so.

2022 will not count as a potential calendar year to do an accuracy check. 2023 will count.

mailto:efsa-focal-point@bfr.bund.de
mailto:efsa-focal-point@bfr.bund.de
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Sample timelines
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Case 2: accuracy checks in Apr 2024, Feb 2027
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Maintenance concept from TMT 1.12a: helpful documents
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1. Manuals, 2023 guidance + checklist
on how to perform a full accuracy 
check

2. Link to FP SharePoint/Teams with 
other helpful materials:

• Tips for performing an accuracy 
check, whether you update 
yourself or outsource

• Sample letters to organisations

• Letter of support from the BfR

All emails come with:



Requested updates for 2023

1. “Last updated” text
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2. Indication of FP host institution

3. Add links to Art.36 institutions (from 2022)



Other updates from the Almanac team
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Mid October – Almanac homepage will be updated

26 October 2023 – Presentation from TMT 1.12b, launch of two feedback surveys

End of 2023 – Communication guidelines and promotional materials will be made 

available



Thank you!
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The TMT 1.12a project group:

• Ekaterina and Emil (Bulgaria)

• Allan and Piret (Estonia)

• Ákos, Erika, Renáta and Tamara (Hungary)

• Gráinne (Ireland)

• Alessandra (Italy)

• Janis (Latvia)

• Blaza (Slovenia)

• Beatriz, Laura and María José (Spain)

• Martina (EFSA)

EFSA

FP network

BfR communication department



German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment

bfr.bund.de/en

Consumer health protection to go

BfR2GO – the BfR Science Magazine
bfr.bund.de/en/science_magazine_bfr2go.html

Follow us

@bfrde | @bfren | @Bf3R_centre

@bfrde

linkedin.com/company/bundesinstitut-f-r-risikobewertung

youtube.com/@bfr_bund

social.bund.de/@bfr

Dr Phoebe Young

T  +49 30 18412-34016

efsa-focal-point@bfr.bund.de

Thank you

https://www.bfr.bund.de/de/wissenschaftsmagazin_bfr2go.html
https://www.bfr.bund.de/de/wissenschaftsmagazin_bfr2go.html
https://www.bfr.bund.de/de/wissenschaftsmagazin_bfr2go.html
https://www.bfr.bund.de/de/wissenschaftsmagazin_bfr2go.html
https://twitter.com/bfrde
https://www.instagram.com/bfrde/
https://de.linkedin.com/company/bundesinstitut-f-r-risikobewertung
https://www.youtube.com/@bfr_bund
https://social.bund.de/@bfr
https://twitter.com/bfren
https://twitter.com/Bf3R_centre
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