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WHAT KIND OF A TOPIC ARE WE DEALING WITH HERE?
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Knowledge

Just over a third of 
Europeans have heard about 
NGTs

Awareness is highest among 
younger populations (18-25)

Almost 8 in 10 cannot tell 
the differences with “old 
techniques”

Perception

Information

Risk assessment 
information most important 
to citizens (“What potential 
risks are?”)

Regulation also in top 3 
areas of interest (“What is 
done to regulate and control 
NGTs?”)

People that follow food 
safety information closely 
tend to be less concerned

Perceived impact across 
different areas (human 
health, climate change, food 
security) is neutral on 
average

People worried about GMs 
tend to perceive impact less 
positively; those who know 
more about NGTs are more 
positive

Perception for risks linked to 
plants lower than for animals

Source: EFSA 2021 Flash poll NGTs (Nov 2021; N = 8,600; EU27 – CY,MT,LU); NGT social science literature review 

https://zenodo.org/record/7081944


SOCIAL MEDIA DATA CONFIRM OUR FINDINGS
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1
Overall, discourse is limited and lower than
other topics we monitor (e.g. novel foods, food
additives)

2

Discourse peaked on 05
July with EC proposal but
returned to lower level
soon after

3
Sentiment is overall neutral with some
polarised views

Source: EFSA social media monitoring (Sep 2022 to Sep 2023) 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/legal/dp/dp-COM5.pdf


SO HOW DO WE STRIKE A BALANCE?

4Source: Special issue follow-up to ONE conference social science session (Communication planning; Participatory approaches)
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KNOWLEDGE

New genomic techniques

Communication on 
available evidence

Engagement with 
interested parties

https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rjrr20/26/8?nav=tocList
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13669877.2023.2197613
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13669877.2023.2197615
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/faq-criteria-risk-assessment-plants-produced-targeted-mutagenesis-cisgenesis-and-intragenesis
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/stakeholder-event-safety-plants-derived-new-genomic-techniques-looking-future-risk
https://commission.europa.eu/events/new-genomic-techniques-way-forward-safe-and-sustainable-innovation-agri-food-sector-2021-11-29_en


STAY CONNECTED

SUBSCRIBE TO
efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters
efsa.europa.eu/en/rss
Careers.efsa.europa.eu – job alerts

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
@efsa_eu @methods_efsa
@plants_efsa @animals_efsa

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM
@one_healthenv_eu

CONTACT US
efsa.europe.eu/en/contact/askefsa

FOLLOW US ON LINKEDIN
Linkedin.com/company/efsa

LISTEN TO OUR PODCAST
Science on the Menu –Spotify, Apple Podcast and YouTube 
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