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1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants to this Plenary meeting. 

1 Absent on 30 May. 
2 Absent on 9 June.
3 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the 
Scientific Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific 
work: http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf
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2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence4 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management5, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 
the Panel members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 132nd Plenary meeting 
held on 10-12 May 2023 

The minutes of the 132nd Plenary meeting held on 10-12 May 2023 were agreed at this meeting 
on 30 May 20236. 

5. Report on written procedures since the 132nd Plenary 
meeting held on 10-12 May 2023 

None.

6. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion and possible 
adoption 

6.1. Animal exposure assessment: updated model7

The FEEDCO Unit presented the proposed modified tables containing default animal body weights, 
feed intakes and diets used to perform animal exposure assessment. The updated tables allow for 
a certain flexibility in the selection of feed materials within a feed category, on the basis of the 
occurrence data available, and address a few points which needed updating in the existing excel 
spreadsheet. Following a brief discussion, the CONTAM Panel endorsed the proposed approach to 
be used in the CONTAM Opinions where an animal exposure assessment is required. The changes 
will be imported in a new excel file to aid the exposure calculation for the various animal species. 

4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
5

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pd
f
6 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2023-05/Minutes_0.pdf
7 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2021-00699
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6.2. Draft Opinion on the update of the risk assessment of inorganic arsenic in food 
(EFSA-Q-2021-00250)8

The CONTAM Panel went through the sections on Dose response analysis and Identification of a 
Reference Point. Suggestions for amendments were made. Furthermore, a hearing expert was 
invited to answer questions raised by some members of the CONTAM Panel and by the CONTAM 
WG on arsenic in food regarding the approach for hazard assessment. The Panel discussed these 
questions and the answers provided to them. It was agreed that the WG will update the sections 
discussed with the Panel based on the comments received, and continue to finalise the Opinion, 
giving particular attention to all the uncertainties associated with the approach. Among others, the 
effect of application of a higher BMR as compared to the one proposed will be addressed. The 
revised Opinion will be discussed for possible endorsement for public consultation at the next 
CONTAM Plenary meeting. Individual Panel members who still have alternative views on the 
approaches proposed for hazard and risk assessment in the draft Opinion, were invited to share 
with the Panel in time for the July Plenary their proposals in a written format for discussion by the 
Panel.  

6.3. Draft Opinion on the assessment of the processing conditions which make the 
ambrosia spp. seeds unviable (EFSA-Q-2020-00501)9

The Chair of the WG on Ambrosia seeds viability presented for discussion and possible adoption 
the draft Opinion on the assessment of the processing conditions which make the ambrosia spp. 
seeds unviable. The CONTAM Panel discussed the comments provided by its members and 
addressed them in the text. The Panel adopted the Opinion pending some minor changes. The 
Panel thanked the WG and EFSA staff for their work. 

6.4. Draft Opinion on the risk for human and animal health related to the presence 
of Polychlorinated Naphthalenes in food and feed (EFSA-Q-2020-00663)10

The Chair of the WG and the invited WG member presented an overview of the plan for the 
uncertainty analysis for the draft risk assessment on PCNs in feed and food. The Panel discussed 
the plan and provided feedback that will be taken into account by the WG to continue the 
development of the risk assessment. 

7. Any other business

Not applicable. 

8 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2021-00250
9 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2020-00501
10 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2020-00663


