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TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE MANDATE

Two tasks:

I. Horizon scanning on microorganisms and their products obtained by new 
developments in biotechnology, and based on it,

II. EFSA opinion on potential novel hazards/risks from new developments in 
biotechnology applied to microorganisms and adequacy of the current EFSA risk 
assessment guidance 
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HORIZON SCANNING ON MICROORGANISMS

• Contractor’s work on literature search is ongoing and expected to be finalized 
in the next two months

• Call for data launched by EFSA: open till the 30th of April

• Satisfactory level of responses

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/call/survey-new-biotechnologies-
microorganisms

3For any questions on the call for data please contact NIF@efsa.europa.eu

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/call/survey-new-biotechnologies-microorganisms
mailto:NIF@efsa.europa.eu


GMM NGT WG

• A dedicated WG was set up at the end of 2022. On the 24th of April 2023 the 5th WG 
meeting is scheduled.

• Minutes are published here

• In practice the WG is requested to:

• Identify novel potential hazards and risks that new developments in biotechnology applied to 
microorganisms could pose for humans, animals and the environment.

• Determine whether the existing guidelines for risk assessment of GMM are applicable, fully or
partially, and sufficient to risk assess new developments in biotechnology applied to
microorganisms.

• In case existing guidelines for risk assessment are considered not applicable, partially 
applicable or not sufficient, to identify on which aspects existing guidelines should be updated, 
adapted or complemented
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https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2023-01/gmm-ngt-minutes.pdf


GMM NGT WG- WHERE WE STAND 

✓A protocol and strategy on how to address the ToRs of the mandate was defined in
accordance with EFSA 2020

✓Provided assistance and scientific expertise to define/evaluate the literature search
terms of the contractor

• Currently evaluating whether the guidance documents are fit-for the purpose of
assessing GMMs (belonging to categories 3 and 4) developed through new
developments in biotechnology

Will take into consideration the findings of the literature search and call for data

Will proceed with the drafting of the scientific opinion and answering of the ToRs
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https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/supporting/pub/en-1843


STAY CONNECTED

SUBSCRIBE TO
efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters
efsa.europa.eu/en/rss
Careers.efsa.europa.eu – job alerts

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
@efsa_eu @methods_efsa
@plants_efsa @animals_efsa

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM
@one_healthenv_eu

CONTACT US
efsa.europa.eu/en/contact/askefsa

FOLLOW US ON LINKEDIN
Linkedin.com/company/efsa

LISTEN TO OUR PODCAST
Science on the Menu –Spotify, Apple Podcast and YouTube 


