
 

 

 

 

 

 

Location: Webconference (Microsoft Teams) 

Attendees:  

o Network participants from Member States (including EEA Countries): 

 

Country Name Surname 

Austria Peter Much  

Austria Patrick  Hyden 

Belgium Vera Cantaert  

Croatia Dražen Knežević  

Czech Republic Jana De Sousa Trépa Magalhaes  

Czech Republic Veronika Vlasakova  

Czech Republic Tomáš Černý  

Czech Republic Eva Patrasová 

Denmark Marianne Sandberg 

Denmark Pimlapas Leekitcharoenphon 

Denmark Dorte  Lau Baggesen (ad-hoc participant) 

Estonia Jelena Sõgel (ad-hoc participant) 

Estonia Annika Vilem 

Finland Taru Lienemann 

France Renaud Lailler 

France Françoise Gauchard  

Germany Holger Brendebach 

Germany Thomas Schewe 

Germany Birgit Vossenkuhl 

Hungary Fanni Szabó  

Ireland Lisa O’connor  

Italy  Mosè Alise 

Italy  Arnold Knijn 

Italy  Cesare Cammà 

Italy  Adriano Di Pasquale 

Latvia Tatjana Ribakova  

Lithuania Simona  Pilevičienė  

Lithuania Žygimantas  Janeliūnas 

Luxembourg Manon Bourg  

Luxembourg Catherine Ragimbeau 

Malta Rosa Lucarelli (ad-hoc participant) 

Netherlands Linda Verhoef 

Netherlands Ife Slegers-Fitz-James 

Norway Berit Heier  

Poland Jacek Osek (ad-hoc participant) 

Poland Sylwia  Kielczykowska (ad-hoc participant) 

Portugal Vítor Borges 

Portugal Rita Batista (ad-hoc participant) 

Portugal Sara Isabel Rodrigues Godinho 

Romania Mirela Nicola 

Slovak Republic Marta Bedriova  

Slovenia Maja Kokalj  

Slovenia Maja Bajt  

Slovenia Bojan Papić 

Slovenia Jana Avberšek 
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Spain José Luís Sáez Llorente 

Spain Isis Fajardo Delgado 

Spain Soledad Collado Cortés 

Sweden Elina Lahti  

 

o Hearing Experts: 

Not Applicable  

o European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Not Applicable  

o EFSA:  

BIOHAW Unit: Mirko Rossi (Chair), Valentina Rizzi, Eleonora Sarno, Joana Lourenço  

IDATA Unit: Anca Stoicescu, Perry Koevoets, Alexandra Papanikolaou 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants.  

Apologies were received from: Carlus Deneke (Germany), Ilektra Fragkou (Greece), Merete 

Hofshagen (Norway), Maria Liapi (Cyprus),  Cristina Marino (Malta), Brynjar Rafn Omarsson 

(Iceland), Michalis Polemis (Greece), Theologia Sideroglou (Greece), Chrysi Simou (Greece), 

Manuela Sol (Portugal), Krasimira Zaharieva (Bulgaria). 

Joana Lourenço participated until agenda point 3.5 (lunch break).  

 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

III. Topics for discussion 

III.I. RESPONSE  

European monitoring system, assessment of foodborne outbreak and EFSA One Health 

Whole Genome Sequencing (WGS) system as collaborative platform for data sharing at 

EU level 

The monitoring of the multi-country outbreaks at European Union (EU) level was presented by 

Eleonora Sarno and the way the data from the public health and food safety sectors are combined 

and evaluated by EFSA and European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) was 

shown. The type of assessment reports jointly produced by the two agencies and their main 

differences were described. It was explained that the Rapid Outbreak Assessment (ROA) report is 

the official output (publicly available) to assess jointly with ECDC the multi-country foodborne 

outbreak incident and that the Joint Notification Summary (JNS) report is a working document 

with distribution restricted to the involved stakeholders. The aim of these two reports is to support 

risk managers at national and EU level in case there is the need for further outbreak investigation. 

In addition, the ROA report aims at informing the public on the assessment of the public health 

threat. Some basic statistics on the number of events monitored in the last four years was 

presented too. Overall, 101 multi-country events were monitored by EFSA (2020-2023) and 23 

were assessed in a joint EFSA-ECDC report. Specifically, nine ROA reports have been published.  

A short description of the workflow for the production of the two assessment reports was presented 

and the key steps of interactions between EFSA and the WGS Subgroup of the Zoonoses Network 

were highlighted. 

The EFSA One Health WGS system was presented by Mirko Rossi. The following goals of the 

systems were presented: build a database of genome profiles that can be queried in case of 
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foodborne outbreaks (preparedness), support the real-time investigation of multi-country 

foodborne outbreaks (response) and support cross-sectorial collaboration and partnership among 

Member States in the Food Safety Sector (engagement). The process of data sharing through the 

WGS portal application was explained as well as the data provider control of the data and the 

visibility rules in the system. The difference between country officers and data providers was 

clarified. As of 23th of February, all the countries appointed one or multiple country officers and 

26 EU/EEA countries identified a total of 127 data provider users.  

Basic statistics of the use of the system have been presented. As of 23rd of February, 976 entries 

(605 Listeria monocytogenes, 355 Salmonella enterica, 16 Escherichia coli) have been released to 

the EFSA database of which 598 have been uploaded and released since July 2022 (at the time 

the new system entered into force). As of 23rd of February, Germany and Portugal were the 

countries releasing the majority of the data to the EFSA database, representing the 30% and 23%  

of the total number of entries, respectively. EFSA recorded so far an average of approximately 50 

uploads per month by data providers, but with a clear trend of increased uploads. Indeed, there is 

a 10-fold increase in uploads in the first two months of 2023 compared with the average of the 

second semester of 2022. So far, picks of uploads followed the four calls for data related to the 

ROA and JNS reports in November 2022 and February 2023. In addition to the data uploaded and 

released by the data providers, EFSA imported 4,151 profiles of isolates from public repositories.  

 

The interaction with ECDC during cluster detection was presented. As of 24th of February 2023, 

ECDC submitted approximatelly 20,000 queries related to a total of 667 human clusters (both 

Salmonella and Listeria clusters). In total, 972 genome profiles (both public data and data shared 

by data providers) have been found matching 135 human clusters (10 Salmonella and 123 

Listeria). 

 

Concerning the discussion related to this topic III.I, the network has been asked to respond to the 

following questions: 

• What are your expectations from the European monitoring of foodborne outbreaks in one 

word? [27 replies] 
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• Rank the options regarding the use of the EFSA One Health WGS system [30 responses] 

 

 
 

III.II. RESPONSE  

EFSA call for genomic data and use of genomic data in outbreak assessments 

The possible scenarios for calls for genomic data and the best practices in sharing the genomic 

data were illustrated by Eleonora Sarno in the frame of the monitoring and of the assessments 

(ROA/JNS) of the multi country foodborne outbreaks. The role of the country officer as national 

coordinator of the calls for data was highlighted. It was shown that during the ongoing assessments 

(ROA/JNS), a standard call for data is launched to all country officers of the WGS Subgroup of the 

Zoonoses Network. During the European monitoring, the ad-hoc calls for data are sent to the 

country officers under specific circumstances e.g., food isolates mentioned in the related Rapid 

Alert System for Food and Feed (RASFF) notification or event in the European surveillance portal 

for infectious diseases (EpiPulse); in the absence of a food suspicion to support public health 

investigations; and when there is the need to complement epidemiological data of the genomic 

entries in the OH WGS System.  

The use of shared data has been clarified by Mirko Rossi. According to the collaboration agreement 

between ECDC and EFSA1, data shared in the One Health WGS system are “used by EFSA and 

ECDC in joint microbiological cluster and outbreak detection and investigation for performing joint 

ECDC-EFSA foodborne outbreak assessments and/or supporting the investigation during cross-

border foodborne clusters, outbreaks and crisis events”. During the monitoring phase, data 

providers share the data in the EFSA One Health WGS system and they can release, unrelease, 

edit, or delete the entries at any time. ECDC and EFSA perform on a weekly basis the cluster 

analysis to ensure working with the most update version of data. During the assessment (i.e., 

ROA), EFSA requests the data providers and the country officers to validate epidemiological data 

and other metadata associated to specific entries. After the validation, the data are “locked” and 

the assessment is published. Locked data cannot be edited or deleted anymore. 

  

 

1 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2022-06/collaboration-agreement-molecular-typing-EFSA-ECDC-

WGS-DataCollection.pdf 
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Concerning the discussion related to this topic III.II, the network has been asked to respond to 

the following questions: 

• Would you agree on Country Officer being the main contact point for all the data calls? [25 

responses] 

 
• Would you be in favour to delegate EFSA during outbreak assessments to edit the 

metadata, if needed, in order to be aligned with the information in RASFF? [24 responses] 

 
• Would you agree that EFSA contacts directly data providers for seeking clarification on 

specific entries? [23 responses] 

 

 
• Are you in contact with the RASFF contact points in your country? [31 responses] 

 
• Is the process related to interaction with Member States during response (i.e. data calls) 

too demanding? [27 responses] 
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III.III. PREPAREDNESS 

Approaches on sharing of genomic data through the EFSA One Health WGS system: 

strategies and difficulties 

The chair started this topic of discussion reminding the network that EU/EEA countries are always 

invited to share WGS-based typing data on a voluntary basis any time throughout the year. Any 

profile of Listeria monocytogenes, Salmonella enterica and Escherichia coli isolated from food, 

feed, animal and related environment is eligible to be shared in the EFSA One Health WGS system. 

However, if a prioritization is needed, EFSA recommends selecting isolates linked to RASFF 

notifications and/or related to outbreak investigations. 

For boosting the discussion and reaching a common understanding on how the network can 

harmonise and push forward data sharing at EU level, EFSA kindly invited all members to present 

in a single slide the country strategy and/or difficulties in sharing genome profiles with EFSA and 

ECDC: 13 countries provided the slide. Regardless the availability of the slide, all the countries had 

the opportunity to briefly intervene during the session. 

The interventions of the representatives of the network revealed clearly that there is not a single 

approach among Members States about strategies for data sharing. All countries overall have the 

desire and the intention to be able to respond to the request from EFSA for genomic data during 

foodborne events (based on their capacity). However, few countries do not have the capacity yet, 

and other countries, although technically ready to produce WGS data, are experiencing financial 

and legal challenges which are currently the main stoppers for data sharing. Only a minority of the 

countries are already in the position to share data prospectively and the prioritization has been 

done on data collected during official controls, monitoring programme, RASFF notifications and 

national outbreaks. However, the problems encountered by some users from different countries in 

the use of the EFSA One Health WGS system show the needs to further improve data provider 

experience related to the data sharing process through the EFSA system for decreasing complexity 

and workload (which is considered by some Member States still too high). Furthermore, some 

countries reported issues in the current design of the EFSA One Health WGS system especially for 

what concerns the definition of data ownership within the system (e.g., in some cases the data 

owner is the food authority although the data provider organisation is represented by the 

laboratories). EFSA was invited to revise this design in the coming enhancement exercise.   

Concerning the discussion related to this topic III.III, the network has been asked to respond to 

the following questions: 

• In one word which is the main difficulty related to WGS data sharing encountered in your 

country? [26 responses] 
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• In one word, what is for you the added value of sharing WGS data? [23 responses] 

 

• Is it necessary to agree in common strategy across countries on WGS data sharing? [22 

responses] 

 
• Would you be interested in a support by EFSA for sequencing your food isolates in response 

to call for data during outbreak assessment? [16 responses] 

 
(Concerning this question, the chair remembered the network that the EURLs are available 

for supporting the countries during outbreak investigation) 

 

III.IV. The new Focal Point Operational Framework 2023–2027 

Drago Marojevic presented the new Focal Point Operational Framework. The Transparency 

Regulation notably aims at enabling closer cooperation of Member States and EFSA in order to 

improve the sustainability of food safety risk assessment and developing comprehensive risk 

communication in Europe. Appropriate cooperation mechanisms will need to be developed or 

adapted and the review of the Focal Point network is part of this effort to strengthen collaboration 

for the benefit of EFSA and Member States alike. 

Following an external evaluation of the Focal Point network carried out in 2021 and the work carried 
out by the Advisory Forum Steering Group on the new Focal Point Operational Framework (AFSG) 

composed by EFSA and Advisory Forum or Focal Point representatives, EFSA and member States 
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delivered the new Focal Point Operational Framework which will be in place as of 2023. The new 

framework is based on a model which is multiannual, flexible and tailor-made: multiannual with 

the implementation of a 5 years Framework Partnership Agreement; flexible as it envisages five 

areas of work: 1) knowledge and information management and support to scientific production 2) 

Engagement, collaboration and partnerships, 3) Capacity building, 4) Data, 5) Risk 

Communication; tailor-made as it will comprise the implementation of principal activities (26 

activities common to all Member States for the five years) and tailor-made activities, which are 

“project” either with a collaborative nature or considered a priority by EFSA and specific Member 

States. The budget allocated for the principal activities is 2.1M euro while for the tailor-made ones, 

EFSA envisages a financial investment of 4.5M euro in 2023 up to 10M euro in 2027. The new 

Focal Point framework and activities will be accompanied by overarching key performance 

indicators per area of work which will help to assess the overall impact throughout the years and 

to monitor how the framework will contribute to the expected operational results of the EFSA 

Strategy. Moreover, a close monitoring of the implementation will be the key element of the new 

Focal Point framework. EFSA envisages dedicated meetings and monitoring activities with the 

Member States throughout the year so to allow an early identification of possible bottlenecks but 

also to ensure the sharing of best practice within the network. 

 

III.V. PREPAREDNESS 

Focal Point Operational Framework: Danish proposal for improving WGS data sharing at 

national, EU and global level 

Dorte Lau Baggesen presented to the network the Danish initiative on cross-sectoral collaboration 

for foodborne outbreak investigations and data sharing as a possible proposal to be submitted to 

EFSA in the remit of the Focal Point Operational Framework. The proposal was well accepted by 

the network and several countries expressed their interest in being included in the proposal. EFSA 

will collect the expressions of interest and will share the results to Denmark. 

Following up the meeting on “Multilateral dialogue on WGS in foodborne outbreak” between United 

States Food and Drug Administration (US-FDA), ECDC, EFSA, and the EU Member State 

representatives from Sweden, France, Germany, and Denmark in January 2023, it was seen that 

further development of the collaboration among EU Member States is desirable. The aim will be to 

support foodborne outbreak investigations, facilitate cross-sectoral collaboration at national level, 

and to stimulate the awareness of the benefit of data sharing. 

The project will focus on three levels: Member State level, EU level, and global level, and it will be 

anchored in pilot studies in interested Member States. Elements of the project are expected to be: 

• Collaboration and discussion between risk managers and risk assessors in the food and 

veterinary sector – identification of isolates from surveillance and official control of food 

and feed for WGS;  

• Identification of best practices for sharing of WGS data including relevant metadata – at 

Member State level, at European level, and global level – to identify and overcome 

technical, governance, legal barriers;  

• Describe best practices and facilitate development in and across Member States (e.g. pilot 

countries); 

• Together with EFSA, to support and strengthen the European initiative for collaboration 

and data sharing at EU level.  

Member States representatives were invited to provide their feedback on the initiative and express 

their interest in participating in such a project. 
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Concerning the discussion related to this topic III.V, the network has been asked to respond to the 

following question: 

• Are you interested in the initiative presented by Denmark? [14 responses] 

 
 

III.VI. ENGAGEMENT 

‘Science meets policy’ conference and a joint meeting of ECDC and EFSA networks  

Valentina Rizzi presented two engagement initiatives in 2023 for which contribution from the 

network was requested.  

• ‘Science meets policy’ conference - EU initiatives towards the large-scale use of 

Next Generation Sequencing (NGS) to tackle foodborne threats. Given the large 

success of the first edition held in September 2020 with more than 500 participants from 

49 countries around the world, EFSA and the EC inter-European Unition Refernce 

Laboratories (EURLs) working group on WGS are organizing the second edition, which is 

taking place in Parma and online on 5-6 September 2023. The second edition of this 

conference aims to stimulate further the discussion between relevant stakeholders 

especially on new methodologies and standards for next generation sequencing data 

production and sharing, and on legal aspects of data sharing connected with the food safety 

highlighting possible hindrances in endorsing such an approach and discussing the possible 

solutions, in light of the already adopted and/or foreseen strategies by the competent 

authorities and the EU agencies. A preannouncement is available online2. The network is 

invited to participate in the meeting by preparing virtual posters (one for country) 

presenting national cross-sectorial initiatives for WGS data sharing. EFSA will send a form 

after the meeting. In addition, EFSA is looking for volunteers presenting the perspective of 

risk managers on genomic data sharing (i.e. difficulties and opportunities). The majority of 

the network was in favour of multiple short statements from multiple Member States. EFSA 

will contact relevant Member States considering the different experience from the 

countries, accounting for geographical distribution. 

• Fourth Joint Meeting of the ECDC’s Food- and Waterborne Diseases Network and 

of the EFSA’s Zoonoses Monitoring Data Network. The meeting will be held in Helsinki 

at the ECHA conference center on the 19th of September 2023. The network expressed the 

interest in participating physically to the meeting, with only few indicating the availability 

only remotely (and nobody indicated not to be interested at all). EFSA will follow with more 

information in spring. 

 

III.VII. ISA scheme: an opportunity for being part of the EFSA team 

Lina Herasymchuk presented two open calls for (i) EFSA panel renewal3 and (ii) the ISA scheme4. 

Mirko Rossi explained that the activities related the enhancement of the bioinformatic pipeline is 

performed with the help of experts selected within the ISA scheme and invited the network 

members to share the information internally with their bioinformaticians.  

 

2 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/save-date-science-meets-policy-conference-eu-initiatives-towards-large-

scale-use-next 
3 https://careers.efsa.europa.eu/jobs/call-for-expressions-of-interest-for-membership-of-the-scientific-panels-and-

the-scientific-committee-of-efsa-2023-344 
4 https://careers.efsa.europa.eu/jobs/notice-of-call-for-expressions-of-interest-scientific-and-technical-support-

various-scientific-and-communication-profiles-325 
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III.VIII. Sharing data to the EFSA One Health WGS system programmatically 

Mirko Rossi presented the new mechanisms for data providers to share typing data and associated 

metadata programmatically (i.e. without the support of graphical user interface). The new 

functions will be available starting from the 1st of April. As explained in the guidelines5, when 

accessing the system programmatically, the data provider’s intention is to directly share 

experimental, typing and epidemiological data and immediately release them to the EFSA One 

Health WGS database. In this case the execution of the bioinformatic pipeline is foreseen at data 

provider side and outside the EFSA One Health WGS System. Although all appointed data provider 

users will be able to submit data through the WGS Portal, the programmatic access to the EFSA 

One Health WGS System is given on a case-by-case basis. The appointed user who is interested 

in accessing the system programmatically should submit a request to EFSA by sending an email 

to zoonoses_support@efsa.europa.eu with mirko.rossi@efsa.europa.eu in copy.  

The data provider would be able to submit data either accessing partner API dedicated products 

or through the use of a dedicated Command Line Interface (CLI). When accessing the API products, 

the user should use personal tokens which are generated in the APIM portal. The use of CLI implies 

EFSA single sign-on process. 

Upon successful upload of the files, the system will perform a validation to ensure that the format 

and the content of the submitted files are correct. Upon successful validation by the system, a new 

Entry ID is generated and assigned automatically to the Experimental and Typing data, a new line 

is created in the WGS Portal and the entry is automatically released to the EFSA One Health WGS 

system. Any user of the same organisation can view and manage the submission through the WGS 

Portal as for submission performed using the web-application. 

 

III.IX. Enhancement plan for the EFSA One Health WGS system 

Mirko Rossi presented the current issues reported by the users essentially related to errors of the 

multiple entries upload function and to missing email notification linked to matches findings by 

ECDC. Mirko Rossi also clarified few points linked to users’ feedback related to visibility rules and 

capacity to download references sequences.  

Mirko Rossi also presented the plan for future enhancement of the EFSA One Health WGS system 

which will focus on the following main topics: improvement of UX experience and functionalities of 

the WGS portal, enhancement of the bioinformatic pipeline and pipeline workflow, implementation 

of an open EFSA One Health WGS system, improvement of programmatic submission, and 

enhancement of EFSA-ECDC API interaction. During the discussion it was made clear that the 

functionalities associated with the country officer users are not enough for performing their tasks. 

It was clear that the network endorsed an enhancement of the functionalities as following: to 

enable country officer user to perform queries, to edit entries, and to submit through “on-behalf-

of” flow. Mirko Rossi showed the plan for enhancement which includes a prioritization exercise 

done by the network in March 2023, followed by analysis, implementation and testing with the 

final aim to have the new enhancements implemented by the end of 2023. Mirko Rossi invited the 

network to participate in the prioritization exercise and to express the interest in being part of the 

testing phase by replying to a form (link will be provided after the meeting). 

  

 

5 https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2022.EN-7413 

mailto:zoonoses_support@efsa.europa.eu
mailto:mirko.rossi@efsa.europa.eu
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Concerning the discussion related to this topic III.IX, the network has been asked to respond to 

the following questions: 

• Do you think it is important to proceed with the pilot activity of manual notifying the 

network on matches found by ECDC until an automated notification system will be 

available? [19 responses] 

 
Do you agree that Country Officers are able to edit the epidata for isolates of their countries? [20 

responses] 

 

IV. Any Other Business 

o Multilateral FDA workshop on WGS data sharing 

The chair reported to the network the main objectives of the Multilateral FDA workshop on WGS 

data sharing held in Brussel the 12th and 13th of January 2023. Participants were representatives 

from US-FDA, US-CDC, ECDC, EFSA, Germany, Denmark, France, Sweden. Day one focused on 

presenting the different workflows in place in the US and in the EU concerning foodborne outbreak 

detection, investigation and control, and how WGS data sharing supports the investigation. EU 

Member States presented the problems they are facing in data sharing within their countries and 

in a centralized way at EU level. EFSA and ECDC presented the experience of the One Health WGS 

system and EFSA expressed its points of view regarding data ownership (which remains at EU 

Member State level). Day two focused on the discussion on the possible actions following the 

finding of clusters between human and non-human public data. Attention was given to those 

possible scenarios where the US clinical cases are found to match food isolates related to food 

produced within the EU or imported into the US and into the EU from third countries. One relevant 

take home message is that EFSA can play a role in empowering Member States (i.e. the owners 

of the data) to share publicly WGS data in public repositories offering the Member States the tools 

and the specific workflows through the EFSA One Health WGS system. 

 

o Date for the next meeting 

The network agreed to meet physically for a half day meeting on the 20th of September 2023 in 

Helsinki at the ECHA conference center following the joint meeting of ECDC’s FWD Network and 

the EFSA’s Zoonoses Monitoring Network on the 19th of September. The topics for discussion should 

cover the following points: evaluate the experience acquired by the network group after the kick-

off meeting and the discussions at the Conference ‘Science meets Policy’, and to discuss the 

outcome of the joint meeting of EFSA and ECDC networks (on 19 September), and to plan the 

activities for 2024. 

V. Conclusions 

The chair summarised the main discussions and agreements reached during the meeting, as 

follows:  

• Agenda point III.I:  
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o The main interest in using the EFSA One Health WGS system is related to 

discovering and visualizing clusters (both within food sector and across sectors);  

o EFSA should consider changing the current approach for the distribution of the JNS 

reports to ensure that all the data providers can receive the confidential document 

at the end of the exercise (currently only data providers uploading data are 

considered eligible for the reception of the document by the country officer of the 

same country); 

• Agenda point III.II:  

o The country officer is the main contact point for EFSA in relation to any data sharing 

activities;  

o EFSA can contact directly the data providers for seeking clarifications on specific 

entries;  

o EFSA should always consult the country officer in case editing of metadata is needed 

during foodborne outbreak assessments;  

o Most participants agreed that the call for genomic data scheme proposed by EFSA 

is fit for purpose, but approximately 30% of the network considered it too 

demanding; EFSA should investigate on possible lean activities, expecially targeting 

those countries for which the proposed workflow is overwhelming; 

• Agenda point III.III:  

o Data ownership is the main challenge identified by the network for data sharing 

followed by collaboration, funding, and legal constraints;  

o Prioritization for sharing data prospectively should be based on RASFF data, 

national outbreak investigations, and cross-sectoral national clusters; 

o Member States are always invited to share data in response to an outbreak 

investigation (i.e. during an ECDC-EFSA joint assessment) and for supporting on 

going EFSA – ECDC monitoring activities following the interaction scheme agreed 

during the meeting;  

o Some network members considered suboptimal the current nominations of the 

EpiPulse users from the food sector; the Member States were invited to contact 

EFSA and to explain their point of view on the current access rules to EpiPulse; 

o The network members do not find it relevant that EFSA supports genome 

sequencing during foodborne events; 

• Agenda point III.VI:  

o The network was in favour of multiple short statements from multiple Member 

States risk managers for the session “benefit of sharing” in the “Sciene meet policy” 

conference; EFSA will contact relevant Member States considering the different 

experience from the countries, accounting geographical distribution 

• Agenda point III.IX:  

o EFSA should consider redesigning the country officer user’s functionalities to ensure 

at least the capacity to edit epidemiological data. 

o EFSA should proceed with the pilot of manually notifying the network on matches 

found by ECDC until an automated notification system will be available 

 

The chair informed that the list of main actions will be sent by email to the network representatives 

after the closure of the meeting.  

VI. Closure of the meeting 

The chair thanked the network representatives for the intensive and productive meeting and closed 

the meeting at 16:30.  
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Appendix : List of Action Points 

List of action points agreed at the meeting 

No Agenda Point Action Points Deadline 

1. III.I EFSA to change the current procedure for the 

distribution of the JNS reports to ensure that all 

data providers can receive the documents at the 

end of the JNS exercise and to inform the 

network. 

As soon as possible 

2. III.II EFSA to investigate how to lean the process 

related to interaction with Member States during 

the multi-country outbreak response (i.e., data 

call scheme) for the 30% of the countries 

replying that it is too demanding. 

20/09/2023 

3. III.IV EFSA to collect the list of countries interested in 

the Danish proposal for Focal Point framework. 

31/03/2023 

4. III.VI EFSA to contact countries for collecting interest 

in presenting poster at the Science meet policy 

conference 

As soon as possible 

5. III.IX EFSA to share the form for the prioritization 

exercise with the Network Representatives  

As soon as possible 

6. III.IX Network representatives to inform the data 

providers and any user of the EFSA OH WGS 

system to report to EFSA any technical issue 

found  

As soon as possible 

7. III.IX Countries to reply to the prioritization exercise 

for the enhancements of the EFSA OH WGS 

system 

24/03/2023   

 

Legend 

         Action points for EFSA 

         Action points for Network Representatives  


