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The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) was created to provide independent scientific advice, 

thereby inspiring confidence in the decision-making process related to food safety.  

One of the objectives of the EFSA Strategy 2027 is to ensure preparedness for future regulatory 

and policy needs, notably by: 

• Strengthening role and advocacy in EU and Member States (MS) research programmes, 

together with other regulatory science bodies, to ensure good coverage of research 

priorities and full and open access to research results. 

• Contributing to the Horizon Europe research programme cycle. 

As a networking organisation, EFSA works closely with many partners, in particular with its Ad-

visory Forum (AF) members who represent national food authorities of the EU Member States, 

Iceland, Norway, Switzerland and EU Candidate Countries. EFSA and its partners form a risk 

assessment community, in support of the European Research Area, which aims to create a single, 

borderless community for research, innovation and technology across the EU.  

In 2018, EFSA convened the first Risk Assessment Research Assembly (RARA) bringing together 

policy makers, EU Agencies, risk assessors and scientists. At this event, EFSA was called upon 

to become a knowledge broker and encourage coordination between food related research efforts 

at national and EU levels, with support from the national EFSA Focal Points (FPs). 

Since the 2018 RARA, EFSA has become involved in external research activities, in many ways: 

EFSA established a Research Platform on its website (to support project ideas, promote the 

building of consortia and help scientists find opportunities for public research funding in food 

safety); disseminated funding news and calls through social media; advised the European Com-

mission on research needs for regulatory purposes; and engaged (mostly in advisory roles) in a 

number of external research projects. After consulting its Scientific Committee and Panels, the 

AF and stakeholders, EFSA published in 2019 the ‘Food Safety Regulatory Research Needs 2030’. 

On the occasion of the first RARA, AF members declared their commitment to supporting the 

European Research Area, and since then stimulated the engagement of FPs in research activities. 

As a recent example, the FPs have compiled an overview of national funding opportunities.  

EFSA and national food authorities have a lot to offer, and gain, through partnership, creating 

added value by: 

• providing policy relevant knowledge and access to established expert networks,  

• strengthening the science-policy interface, helping research to deliver impact, 

• making use of outcomes of research projects and providing sustainable follow-up, 

• disseminating research results,  

• engaging with stakeholders and civil society, including through participatory research, 

• avoiding duplication of research efforts in certain domains, increasing linkages between 

MS institutions. 

Research & Innovation (R&I) offers opportunities for delivering robust and independent evidence 

to underpin policy-making. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), the European Green Deal 

and the Farm-to-Fork Strategy all call for research that is impactful and delivers outcomes for 

the society, the environment and the economy.   

To respond to these calls and to counter global health threats of the 21st century, such as those 

linked to zoonotic and (re)emerging infectious diseases, climate change and environmental sus-

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/engage/research-platform
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/research-platform/knowledge-centre
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2019.e170622
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/engage/national-funding-opportunities
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tainability, we need to move towards a One Health approach. R&I supports current risk assess-

ment needs in the food chain (e.g. food safety, animal health, plant health), demonstrating the 

importance of investment in R&I.  

Continuous investment in generating scientific knowledge is needed to ensure that providing 

healthy nutrition and safe food remains a priority objective for food systems that are sustainable, 

within and beyond Europe.  

Therefore, the AF welcomes the second RARA and its objectives to continue building the wider 

food safety risk assessment ecosystem, to discuss how food safety research can best support 

the SDGs and relevant European policies, and to foster complementarity of food safety R&I 

investments at European, regional and national level. 

EFSA and members of the AF wish to declare their commitment to supporting the European 

Research Area, by: 

 

1. Facilitating research that will inform science for regulatory purposes and support 

food safety policies, for example through: 

▪ Providing input, as stakeholders, in the formulation of food safety related research 

needs and priorities into research agendas and work programmes; 

▪ Engaging with research programmers (e.g. representatives in Horizon Europe 

Programme Committees and National Contact Points, national research 

programmes); 

▪ Providing access to scientific knowledge, expertise and competency in Member 

States and EFSA;  

▪ Enhancing complementarity between research programmes, avoiding duplication 

with MS or Community research programmes (in accordance with Article 32 of the 

General Food Law - 178/2002/EC). 

2. Reinforcing EFSA national Focal Points’ research engagement, for example 

through: 

▪ Participating in or convening national / regional research events; 

▪ Liaising with national organisations (e.g. so-called Article 36 organisations) that 

interact with (national and EU) research funders to support complementarity and 

partnership building between national or regional and EU Research Programmes; 

▪ Exchanging information on relevant research-activities and funding opportunities; 

▪ Contributing to country-level efforts to collect knowledge gaps and communicating 

research needs to inform national and EU research agendas. 

3. Interacting with the wider risk assessment community, for example through:   

▪ Exchanging and disseminating relevant research information; 

▪ Promoting calls for funding and partnership opportunities; 

▪ Supporting researchers’ mobility, knowledge creation and capacity building 

opportunities; 

▪ Using and disseminating relevant outputs of food safety related research projects. 
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The AF invites the European Commission and national funding programmes and research policy 

makers to make active use of this large food safety knowledge ecosystem.  

Furthermore, EFSA and the AF call for pro-active involvement of risk assessors, including EFSA 

and the national food agencies, in the programming of future research agendas. 

 

 

Made at the 86th meeting of the EFSA Advisory Forum, 

Berlin, Germany, 6 December 2022 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


