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GONZALES ROJAS Jose Luis, GORTAZAR SCHMIDT Christian, HERSKIN Mette, MICHEL Virginie, 
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 European Commission: Iulia Delia Cohen , Kirsten Vornhagen 

 EFSA: Cristina Rojo Gimeno, Yves Van der Stede, Michaela Hempen, Aikaterini Manakidou,  

 Hearing experts2: Inga Tiemann

1. Welcome and apologies 

The Chair welcomed the meeting participants. Apologies were received from Julio Alvarez for 23 and 

24 of November and from Christoph Winckler and Virginie Michel for 24 of November.  

1 All meetings were rescheduled to web meetings due to Covid-19
2 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 

Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf.
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2. Declarations of Interests

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence3 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management4, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled in by the 
Scientific Panel Members invited for the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting had been identified during the screening process or at the Oral Declaration 
of Interest at the beginning of this meeting.  

3. Adoption of the agenda 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 143nd Plenary meeting held on 21 and 
22 September, 2022, hybrid (in-person and web)

The minutes of the 143rd Plenary meeting were agreed by written procedure and published on 7 
October 2022. 

5. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion and possible 
adoption/endorsement 

Not applicable 

6. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion

6.0. Art. 29 -Request for scientific opinion on the protection of domestic fowls 
related to production of meat - Welfare of Broilers - EFSA-Q-00479 

The revised structure of the section addressing the general ToRs was presented to the AHAW Panel. 
This proposed new structure is arranged by welfare consequence including the husbandry systems, 
hazards, and preventive and corrective measures. The AHAW Panel agreed on the proposed structure.  

The behavioural space model used to estimate the stocking density, based on 9 behaviours considered 
important for broiler and laying hen welfare, was presented. It was proposed to double check that the 
space taking while sitting was aligned with the results provided in the Scientific Opinion (SO) of 
transport of broilers. This was done and confirmed.  

The AHAW Panel agreed with the model and proposed to incorporate changes to clarify the 
methodology into the SO.  

The comments by the deep reviewers on the results of the EKE on the percentage of time spent on 
walking were discussed and changes were made in the SO. It was agreed to modify the figure showing 

3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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the linear relationship between the non-exposed - and highly exposed population. The figure with two 
lines will be revised (only the red line will be kept).  

The comment regarding the two conclusions on the recommended stocking density for broiler chickens 
(11 kg/m2) and (8 kg/m2) was discussed. It was agreed to keep both values with the two different 
levels of uncertainty. This will be discussed during the 25th WG meeting of broilers. For the results of 
the EKE it was decided to name the interval reflecting uncertainty as “credibility interval”. Other 
uncertainties will be called “certainty interval”. It was agreed to separate the male to female ratio 
from the hazard group size in the section on the minimal enclosure.  

The comment related to the impact of runts/weak animals on feed restriction was discussed. It was 
proposed to provide more details on the implications in a new paragraph. This comment will be 
discussed in the 25th WG meeting of broilers. The Panel proposed to merge the section of the 
description of measures to alleviate feed restriction with the preventive and corrective measures and 
this change will be incorporated into the document, sent before the 145th AHAW plenary meeting for 
adoption.  

There is one more working group meeting regarding broilers scheduled on the 28th of November to 
address the last comments in the SO. The SO of broilers will be submitted for possible adoption to 
the 145th AHAW Panel and be sent in due time.  

6.1. Art. 29 -Request for scientific opinion on the welfare of laying hens - EFSA-Q-
00483 

A revised structure for the draft SO was presented to the Panel. The WG chair then presented the 
conclusions and recommendations for the General and Specific TORs as well as a summary of the 
most impactful recommendations for improving the welfare of laying hens, pullets and layer breeders. 
The methodology for the calculation of space allowance based on space requirements for selected 
behaviours is following the same approach as for broilers and was discussed there. A description of 
the results of these calculations was not yet included in the draft opinion but will be provided for the 
next panel meeting. The AHAW Panel appreciated the approach. There is one more WG meeting 
planned on December 1st to finalise the draft SO before possible adoption during the December 
plenary. 

6.2. Art. 29 -Protection of calves – EFSA-Q-2020-00480

The Panel discussed comments on the sections on husbandry systems. The sections discussed were 
the introduction to husbandry systems and four husbandry systems (individual housing of dairy calves, 
individual housing of veal calves, systems keeping calves in small groups and systems keeping calves 
in large groups). It was agreed to reduce the introduction to the husbandry systems to only focus on 
the common practices without description of the welfare implications of such practices. This is to avoid 
duplication of text, as most of these effects are described further down in the text, except for welfare 
implications of disbudding, which are not further addressed and are therefore kept in the introduction 
section.  

Another discussion point was how to structure the table presenting the animal-based measures for 
each welfare consequence. It was agreed to only include the interpretation of the ABM if the direction 
of the relationship between ABM and welfare consequences is not positive. The Panel also 
recommended to include references to the SO on the transport of cattle, as that document discusses 
some of the aspects discussed in this SO (e.g., colostrum management). In addition, it was agreed to 
rephrase the wording of the preventive measures so they are not phrased as recommendations. It 
was also noted by the Panel that most listed measures were preventive and only a few corrective 
measures were presented. It was agreed to indicate when it is not possible to correct a welfare 
consequence and to indicate when only preventive measures are available. Regarding the section of 
individual housing of veal calves, it was also agreed to explain that the wording “baby box” is a 
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colloquial term mostly used by the industry to refer to individual pens. Finally, there was a request 
from the EC to clarify if the recommended group size (4-7 animals) applies for the whole six months 
of calves’ age in the section about group housing. This will be made clearer in the scientific opinion. 

6.3. Art. 29 -Protection of dairy cows –(EFSA-Q-2021-00495): 1 chapter (Mastitis) 

The Panel discussed comments on the section on mastitis. One of the main comments was questioning 
about the overall relation between mastitis and welfare which was not presented in the text. It was 
discussed that the evidence about the way mastitis impacts on cow welfare is scarce. It was therefore 
agreed that a short, generic paragraph explaining such impact will be added. Other comments related 
to the need i) to add other causal agents of mastitis than bacteria (e.g., moulds and yeasts), and ii) 
to add more information on the management-related hazards. Although the SO focuses on housing 
systems and this section is meant to only mention these hazards, the Panel agreed that the way and 
the direction in which they impact mastitis should be added. Along the same lines, specific comments 
to the draft conclusions and recommendations on mastitis were discussed.

6.4. Art. 29: SARS CoV- 2 in animals: susceptibility of animal species and 
monitoring, prevention and control of SARS-CoV-2 infection in mink and other animals: 
update –EFSA-Q-2022-00139 

The draft SO was presented, in particular the sections on sequences from isolates taken from animals 
and on preventive and control measures and the comments provided there were discussed. The 
literature on new animal species susceptible to SARS CoV-2 was discussed: the epidemiological role 
of wildlife should be considered also in relation to the population abundance and level of exposure to 
humans. An update about animal vaccines was presented. The product application has been 
withdrawn, and the vaccine is not applied anymore due to limited effectiveness against new virus 
variants. 

6.5. HPAI vaccines 

The Panel was updated on the ongoing discussion on the interpretation of the first and second Terms 
of Reference (ToR) during the first Working Group (WG) meeting held the week before . The Panel 
was informed that the WG experts are currently working on the protocol to be applied to address the 
mandate; a draft protocol with the interpretation of the ToR and the problem formulation is expected 
to be shared with the Panel ahead of the Panel meeting foreseen in January 2023 for endorsement.

6.6. AHL Aquatic Animal Diseases

6.6.1 Art. 29: M-2022-00144 Listing and Categorization of Aquatic Animal Diseases 
The Panel was updated on the activities in relation to this Mandate. It was agreed that the WG 
members will participate to the Judgement exercise together with the Panel Members. Therefore, the 
Panel members will be added as members of the WG, and they will be invited only for the meetings 
when the judgements will take place. Eleven Panel members will be involved to this activity. The dates 
of the meetings will be arranged ad hoc per disease based on the availability of the experts. The 
results of the judgement will be included in the SO to be shared with the Panel for Deep Discussion 
through written procedure (Tollgate 2). The final version of the SO will be submitted for adoption to 
the Panel (Tollgate 3). The only Factsheet that had been assigned to a contractor was the one for 
Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis. The first draft had been already delivered and was under review by the 
WG members. The meeting for the Judgement has been arranged for 30 January 2023. The 
coordinator of the WG meetings for the Judgement Exercise will be an EFSA officer. EFSA was under 
the process to engage three ISA experts for three additional diseases, but the process hadn’t been 
finalised. 
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6.6.2 Art. 29: M-2022-00138: Vectors in Aquatic Animal Diseases 
The Panel was updated on the activities in relation to this Mandate and the outcomes of the WG 
meetings. Information on the Open call for Tenders for the Vector Opinoin was provided. The protocol 
for the assessment had been shared with Panel members for comments and during the Panel meeting 
the protocol was presented, discussed and the Panel endorsed the Protocol. The Working Document 
with the outcome of the WG meetings had been shared with the Panel members and during the Panel 
meeting there was a presentation and discussion on the definition of vectors and the criteria and 
parameters according to which the aquatic animal species will be assessed of being vectors or 
reservoirs of the diseases. The definition of the vectors as provided by the WOAH covers the needs of 
the Mandate and is going to be used to address the ToRs of the Mandate. For the purposes of the 
assessment the aquatic animal diseases, the animal species that will be considered are those described 
in AHL. No comments were received for these topics. For the ongoing work of the WG on the definition 
on reservoirs and the conditions under which the aquatic animal species should be regarded as vectors 
or reservoirs, there were several comments to be shared and discussed within the WG. The next step 
for the WG will be to discuss and finalise the methodology: how the criteria and parameters will be 
combined to classify the aquatic animals as vectors or reservoirs for each disease.  

6.7. Art 31. Mandate for scientific and technical assistance for a coordinated 
surveillance system under the One Health approach for cross-border pathogens 
threatening the Union

The outcome of the prioritisation exercise for the identification of the zoonotic pathogens that the One 
Health surveillance under the direct grant program CP-g-22-04.01 shall target has been presented. 
The next steps of the project were outlined. 

6.8. Art. 29: Protection of farmed ducks, geese and quail related to the keeping in 
farming systems –(EFSA-Q-2021-00395) 

The progress on the work on the SO was presented. The ongoing discussion that was held in the 
working group about the interpretation of Terms of References (ToRs) was reported. The Panel was 
updated about the limited available information on the species and on proposals to overcome it. Some 
feedback and suggestions were provided by the panel to be considered within the next working group 
meetings.   

7. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/Scientific Panels, EFSA, the 
European Commission

Not applicable 

8. New mandates

9. Other topics for information and/or discussion

9.0. Update on the Epizootic Haemorrhagic Disease outbreaks in Italy

A short update was provided on the Epizootic Haemorrhagic Disease outbreaks in Italy and Spain and 
the control measures that are in place to prevent further spread of the disease. 

9.1. Feedback workshop: working document

The main discussion points from the workshop, held during the 143rd AHAW plenary were presented 
and agreed upon.  
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9.2. Presentation of the draft Scientific Committee Guidance on Protocol 
Development 

An update on the activities and state of play of the Scientific Committee’s Guidance on Protocol 
Development was presented 

9.3. Expert reimbursements as of 2023

The new expert reimbursement guidelines were presented to the Panel. 

9.4. Discussion of potential need for updating EFSA guidances pertaining Animal 
Health and Welfare

A list of EFSA’s guidance documents in the remit of the AHAW Panel was presented. It was decided to 
discuss the potential need to update the Guidance on the assessment criteria for studies evaluating 
the effectiveness of stunning interventions during the December plenary.

10. Any other business 

Not applicable. 


