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OPEN.EFSA - problems in the access
to non-confidential data/ 
documents of GMO applications
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On the former EFSA platform "Register of Questions", publicly available data of all EFSA 
GMO applications, irrespective of their application or decision dates, were easily accessible
via the question number or the name of the GMO(s) of the respective application. 

In the new platform OPEN.EFSA, searching via question numbers of open questions often
results in irrelevant high output numbers. Search for closed question numbers leads to
non-comprehensive results (e. g.: searching for closed question “EFSA-Q-2015-00651” and
“GMO” results in 97 hits, NONE of them relates to question number EFSA-Q-2015-00651). 
Documents related to closed non-pesticide questions have to be requested at EFSA.
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Documents related to closed non-pesticide questions have to be requested at EFSA separately
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The BVL, together with the Dutch WFSR, maintains the database EUginius
(www.euginius.eu) which provides information on the authorisation status of GMO and
consequently contains information and documents provided by EFSA (inter alia the Public 
summary and the EFSA Overall Opinion). 

In the context of GMO applications, a prompt access of the competent authority to e.g. 
Annex G, which contains EFSA GMO Panel responses to the comments raised by Member 
States of former applications, is important.
A request for Annex G of application EFSA- GMO-NL-2015-124, which was posed on the
20th of September, has not been fulfilled until now, which is not acceptable in the context
of a 3-month commenting period.
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The BVL would highly appreciate if the non-confidential
data/documents of ALL GMO applications could be transferred to
OPEN.EFSA and could be retrieved via their question number(s) and
the GMO names as it was done for pesticides and on the former EFSA 
platform.

Individual request of documents is not user-friendly and displays a 
barrier/obstacle in terms of public accessibility of information and
transparency. 
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Contact:

Thank you for your attention!
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Internet: www.bvl.bund.de


