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OpenEFSA - Positive

• Improvement of the tool since its publication (e.g., before, not possible to 
search with EFSA question number)

• Option for exporting questions to CSV has indeed improved transparency 
and searchability

• More filter options now available (e.g., date filter)

• Indicated clearly when “Transparency Regulation not applicable” (e.g., for 
data packages)
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OpenEFSA – Concerns/issues

• It is difficult to search for the latest newly submitted dossiers

• Limited search filter options

• Dossiers have “last update” which puts them high on the list, without anything 
actually changed, so impossible to follow why and what data is new

• Inconsistent wording of the “subject” and “substances”

• Absence of sorting out options after search results are obtained
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OpenEFSA – Suggestions for improvement

• Align wording in “subject” (see some examples below)

• Fill in “substance” consistently (missing currently in 250 out of 298 food enzymes)
(see some examples below)

• Fill in “applicant” consistently (missing currently in 63 out of 298 food enzymes)

• Update all parameter lines when changes/updates occur (currently not fully done, 
e.g. EFSA-Q-2013-00686 says “Publishing” and no output available, although it was 
published 09-03-2022, Safety evaluation of the food enzyme glucan 1,4 α‐glucosidase 
from the genetically modified Aspergillus niger strain NZYM‐BR - - 2022 - EFSA 
Journal - Wiley Online Library

• Improvement of filter options (e.g., adding granularity in “Food Improvement 
Agents”)

• Add sorting filters in output

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/DkbSCERBjBtWJrpLfNyItO?domain=efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com
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OpenEFSA – Suggestions for improvement

Subject Question number

APPLICATION FOR A MALTOGENIC AMYLASE FROM BACILLUS SUBTILIS EFSA-Q-2022-00530

Endo-1,4-ß-xylanase from B.subtilis (XAN) in accordance with Reg (EC) No 1331/2008 EFSA-Q-2022-00189

Application for authorisation of an endo-1,4-β-xylanase from a Bacillus velezensis EFSA-Q-2022-00194

Request for EFSA to perform a scientific risk assessment on the food enzyme: Mucorpepsin from Rhizomucor miehei (strain 29547) EFSA-Q-2015-00761

Request for EFSA to perform a scientific risk assessment on the food enzyme: Mucorpepsin from Rhizomucor miehei EFSA-Q-2016-00030

Application for authorisation of a cellulase, glucanase and xylanase from strain of trichorderma reesei EFSA-Q-2021-00545

3-Phytase from Aspergillus niger strain NPH EFSA-Q-2022-00193

Request for EFSA to perform a scientific risk assessment on a food enzyme: Alpha-galactosidase from a genetically modified strain of 
Saccharomyces cerevisiae (CBS 615-94) carrying a gene from Cyamopsis tetragonoloba (guar)

EFSA-Q-2013-01019

Examples of various ways to state ‘Subjects’ for food enzymes
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OpenEFSA – Suggestions for improvement
Examples of consistency issues in relation to “substances”


