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Key concepts on public consultations

PC’s are an engagement method to collect input from stakeholders and the public

Their aim is to improve the quality and transparency of EFSA’s advice 
through public engagement in the risk assessment process.

PC’s are not new to EFSA, but the Transparency Regulation has made their use 
systematic for all Applications.



Some figures since April 2021

COMMENTS BY TOPIC
Total number of comments: 4800

Commenting entities: 233

Type of consultation with highest number of 
comments: PC on draft scientific output 
before adoption (4366)

Consultations with higher number of 
comments:

Revised guidance on the risk assessment of plant 
protection products on bees - 922

Draft SO on the tolerable upper intake level for 
dietary sugars - 723

Risk assessment for birds and mammals - 602



Connect.EFSA / Consultations

Click this link
https://connect.efsa.europa.eu/RM/s/

How to access the portal (Connect.EFSA)
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On Connect.EFSA click on ‘ Consultations’2
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Display the list of closed/open/upcoming 
consultations
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Alternatively, you can access consultations 
from OPEN EFSA : 

• Click on ‘Public Consultations’
• Select the consultation of your interest from 

the list on the right side or
• Search by title / food domain / Status / 

Start date
• Click on ‘submit comments’ and you will 

be taken to Connect.EFSA

https://connect.efsa.europa.eu/RM/s/


Only registered users!

Submission of comments

Commenters will receive an e-
mail notification confirming 
the successful submission



DOWNLOAD COMMENTS IN 
PDF FORMAT

The PDF file contains the 
comments and links to the 
attachments provided with the 
comments

LIST OF 
COMMENTS

Closed consultation – viewing comments

https://open.efsa.europa.eu/

▪ Click on ‘Public consultations’
▪ Click on the title of the consultation of 

interest

https://open.efsa.europa.eu/


Latest enhancements of consultations:

▪ Internal features have been implemented to allow displaying 
upcoming consultations when dates still not available;

▪ Comments can be downloaded - through a PDF file - from OPEN 
EFSA upon consultation closure;

▪ Link to Connect.EFSA available in the monthly EFSA newsletter to 
increase visibility of consultations and number of comments;

What's next?

▪ Possible increase of number of characters per field (at present: 5000 
characters)

▪ Update of internal features to improve the way comments are 
extracted (internal tables) and PDF file extracted from OPEN EFSA

Latest improvement and what's next
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Stay connected

Subscribe to

efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters

efsa.europa.eu/en/rss

Receive job alerts

careers.efsa.europa.eu – job alerts

Follow us on Twitter

@efsa_eu

@plants_efsa

@methods_efsa

@animals_efsa

Follow us Linked in

Linkedin.com/company/efsa

Contact us

efsa.europa.eu/en/contact/askefsa
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.efsa.europa.eu%2Fen%2Fcontact%2Faskefsa&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cdda0d77411614bc0ac3e08d7b14ffa95%7C406a174be31548bdaa0acdaddc44250b%7C1%7C0%7C637172829365517385&sdata=gSJxXSxDT0PSAHmVPFTwhUFw%2FAoziza8DQg167yWO1M%3D&reserved=0

