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▪ Preparations for RARA progressing, expecting 300 participants in 
Berlin on 7 December (back-to-back with AF and FP meetings)

▪ On occasion of first RARA, AF members declared their 
commitment to support the European Research Area

▪ A lot happened since (e.g. Research Platform, Food Safety 
Regulatory Research Needs 2030, FP overview of national funding 
opportunities).

▪ Strategic objective 2 of EFSA Strategy 2027 is to support 
preparedness for future regulatory and policy needs, a.o. by:
▪ Strengthening the role and advocacy in EU and MS research programmes, 

together with other regulatory science bodies, to ensure good coverage of 
research priorities and access to research results.

▪ Contributing to the Horizon Europe research programme cycle.
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https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/engage/national-funding-opportunities


Together we have a lot to offer, and gain, e.g.:

▪ providing policy relevant knowledge and access to established expert networks 

▪ strengthening the science-policy interface, helping research to deliver impact

▪ making use of outcomes of research projects and providing sustainable follow-up

▪ disseminating research results and engaging with stakeholders and civil society. 

▪ avoiding duplication of research efforts in certain expert domains 

RARA22 aims to:

▪ continue building the wider food safety risk assessment ecosystem, 

▪ discuss how food safety regulatory research can support the SDGs and relevant 
European policies, and 

▪ foster alignment of food safety R&I investments to support regulatory science 
outcomes at European, regional and national level.

RARA22
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On occasion of RARA22, EFSA and members of the AF wish to declare their 
commitment to supporting the European Research Area, by:

1. Facilitating research that will inform regulatory science and support food safety policies, 
e.g., through:

▪ Acting as a channel, providing access to scientific knowledge, expertise and 
competency in Member States and EFSA; 

▪ Engaging with research programmers (e.g. Horizon Europe Committees and National 
Contact Points, National research programmes);

▪ Providing input, as stakeholders, in the formulation of food safety related research 
needs and priorities into research agendas and work programmes;

▪ Increasing exploitation of outputs of research projects thereby increasing impact. 

▪ Enhancing alignment between research programmes, avoiding duplication with MS or 
Community research programmes (in accordance with Article 32 of the General Food 
Law - 178/2002/EC).
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2. Reinforcing EFSA Focal Points research engagement in close collaboration with EFSA, 
e.g. through:

▪ Participating in or convening national / regional research events, involving the wider 
risk assessment community;

▪ Liaising with national organisations that interact with (national and EU) research 
funders to support the alignment between MS and EU Research Programme;

▪ Exchanging information on relevant research-activities and funding opportunities;

▪ Collecting knowledge gaps and communicating research needs to inform national and 
EU research agendas;

3. Interacting with the wider risk assessment community, e.g. through:  

▪ Exchanging and disseminating relevant research information;

▪ Promoting calls for funding and partnership opportunities;

▪ Supporting research mobility and capacity building opportunities;

▪ Disseminating outputs from selected research projects.
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Thanks to the RARA 
programme committee

• Maria Azevedo Mendes

• Stef Bronzwaer

• Pamela Byrne (Chair)

• Filipa De Vasconcelos Melo

• Danica Grahek-Ogden

• George Kass

• Morten Poulsen 

• Karin Schlesier 

• Luis Vivas-Alegre

▪ The AF invites the Commission 
services and national research 
policy makers and funding 
programmes to make active use of 
this large food safety knowledge 
ecosystem. 

▪ Furthermore, EFSA and the AF call 
for pro-active involvement of risk 
assessors, including EFSA and the 
national food agencies, in the 
programming of future research 
agendas.
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