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Introduction 

The 11th meeting of the Stakeholder Bureau, which took place on 13 October 2022 

as a virtual meeting, was an opportunity to share updates on the new composition 

of EFSA’s Management Board, present the results of EFSA’s 2022 Eurobarometer 

on Food Safety in the EU, revise the Stakeholder Forum agenda together with the 

Bureau members and reply to questions raised. In addition, a short presentation on 

the outcomes of the EFSA One Conference was given. 

Members were reminded that the launch of the process for the renewal of alternate 

members and of the Business and Food Industry representative would occur on 17th 

of October. 

EFSA’s new governance 

The recently re-elected Chair of the Management Board (MB), Aivars Bērziņš, gave 

an update on EFSA’s new Management Board composition, which became 

operational from the 1st of July 2022 to comply with the requirements of the 

Transparency Regulation. This new governance model includes representatives 

from the Member States, the European Parliament, the European Commission, and 

the stakeholders.  

A special highlight was given to the fact that stakeholders are now part of the 

Management Board. In particular, there are four representatives of civil society and 

of interests in the food chain, with respective alternates. Members questioned 

whether there are representatives from Academia in the Management Board. The 

Management Board Chair clarified that many representatives come from an 

academic background, which ensure this domain is well represented. 

Furthermore, Aivars Bērziņš communicated to the Bureau that, according to the 

Code of Conduct of the Management Board signed on the 6th of October, none of its 

members could be part of another EFSA body during their term-of-office. Since two 

of the elected Management Board members were part of the Stakeholder Bureau, 

they resigned from their role in the Bureau with the entry into force of this new 

Code of Conduct.  

A Bureau member asked EFSA whether the incompatibility of Management Board 

members to participate in other EFSA bodies is limited to the individual person or 

whether it is extended to any person from the stakeholder organisation. The 

question will be addressed in writing to EFSA’s Legal Department for clarification 

and the reply shared with Stakeholder Bureau members.  
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Stakeholder Forum preparation 

Max Blanck (EFSA) presented the Stakeholder Forum agenda to the Stakeholder 

Bureau (SHB) members to seek their input on the topics proposed or on any 

additional topics to be added, as foreseen in article 6.3 of the Management Board 

Decision establishing the role of the SHB adopted this year.  

The Stakeholder Forum is being organised to take place in an hybrid mode, i.e. with 

online and in person participation in EFSA premises on the 9th and 10th of November 

2022. 

On the first day of the event, a prominent role has been given to the stakeholders 

as they will be chairing discussion groups around the topic “working together in an 

evolving food safety ecosystem” in order to shape concrete collaboration 

opportunities. The second day will be organised around a new format, consisting on 

a “EFSA 4 Stakeholder Fair”, where EFSA staff members will be available for the 

stakeholders to interact with and to answer questions related to topics of their 

interest. The different stands were presented to the Bureau members to seek their 

comments. 

The Bureau members raised the question of how well the online participation was 

foreseen during the second day and requested that EFSA would facilitate this mode 

of interaction as much as possible. Max replied that two of the discussion groups 

are organised entirely on online mode and that the “EFSA 4 Stakeholder Fair” 

foresees a hybrid Plenary Session where EFSA staff will provide an outline of the 

main points discussed in each of the stands. 

  

Items raised by the Academia representative 

Two questions were raised by the representative of the Academia, namely on (1) 

labelling requirements of foods produced from new genomic techniques; and (2) on 

EFSA’s views on the possible implementation of bioavailability measurements to 

complement the current environmental risk assessments in soils. 

Concerning the first question, Victoria Villamar, Chair of the meeting, clarified to 

Bureau members that EFSA’s role is limited to providing scientific advice and that 

any regulatory decision-making actions, such as the setting of labelling 

requirements, do not fall in EFSA’s remit but under the responsibility of risk 

managers. On the second question, EFSA indicated that a response in writing will 

be shared with all Stakeholder Bureau members with additional information. 
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The ONE conference   

Yann Devos (EFSA) provided an update on the ONE Conference in terms of 

attendance, programme, main outcomes and where to find additional 

publications/multimedia products relevant to the conference. 

The main recommendations and outcomes of the ONE Conference were presented 

in the following eight bullet points: 

• Keep up with science & technology, & capitalise on new data 

• Invest in future preparedness 

• Support towards sustainable food systems 

• Increase relevance for society 

• Team up with food safety actors, establishing collaborative ecosystem of food 

safety actors 

• Follow One Health approach, establishing a cross-agency One Health task 

force 

• Need for open minds, data and collaboration 

• Act Now 

Societal concerns around Food Safety: presentation of 

Eurobarometer results 

In September, EFSA published the 2022 Eurobarometer on food safety in the EU. 

Domagoj Vrbos (EFSA) delivered an interactive presentation, including a poll, aimed 

at discussing some of the most interesting points coming out of the study and of 

higher relevance to stakeholders. 

The main results presented focused around areas of concern to citizens and on food 

safety, understanding awareness and risk perceptions of Europeans as well as how 

engaged citizens are with the EU food safety system, including trust in different 

actors. 

EFSA also took the opportunity to appreciate the stakeholders’ participation in the 

recent Annual Strategy Survey and invited Bureau members and the organisations 

they represent to participate in ongoing user research available on EFSA’s website. 

A SHB member raised the question whether the results could have been affected 

by the Salmonella outbreak that occurred in Europe earlier this year, given the 

survey data collection timeline. EFSA informed of an ongoing analysis of the 

outbreak occurrence and results, which will be shared once finalised.  

Furthermore, a SHB member brought to the attention of EFSA the fact that some 

of the options that were listed as different items (such as” antibiotic residues in 

meat” and “antimicrobial resistant bacteria”) might be perceived in the same way 
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by consumers. EFSA explained how the analysis of different items was done, also 

comparing the results to the 2019 survey. 

Finally, the group also discussed TV as a prominent source of information and how 

this may change when considering “passive” transmission of food safety information 

vis-à-vis active search for food safety data in different media. 

Renewal of Bureau Alternates and the Business and Food Industry 

representative 

Christophe Wolff (EFSA) reminded to the Stakeholder Bureau that the Alternate 

members’ and the Business and Food Industry representative’s three-year term of 

office was coming to an end this year and, consequently, EFSA would be launching 

a renewal process on the 17th of October. 

The role of the Stakeholder Bureau to organise the renewal within each of its 

categories was presented by EFSA, together with the set timeline. 

The Industry representative expressed the concern that it might be difficult to find 

a representative willing to run for this role and who would bring the interests of 

everyone within the category together. 

Next steps and action points  

The following action points were agreed at the meeting:  

1. EFSA’s new governance 

EFSA to determine with Legal Affairs Unit whether the provision of the Code of 

Conduct of the MB (as adopted on October 6) concerning incompatibility of 

Management Board representatives accumulating other functions in other EFSA 

bodies concerns the individual persons holding the MB role or whether they apply 

to any staff from the same stakeholder organisation represented in the Management 

Board. 

2. Items raised by Academia 

EFSA to provide a response in writing to all the Stakeholder Bureau members on 

the questions raised by Academia.  
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Annex 1. Agenda 

 

Time No. Topic Presenter 

14.30- 

14.40 

1 Welcome to the meeting, adoption of the agenda Victoria Villamar 

Head of Unit Engagement and 
Relations, EFSA 

14.40- 

15.00 

2 EFSA’s new governance 

• Introduction of the new Chair of the 

Management Board 

• New composition of the Management 

Board and its governance 

• Outcome of the last MB meeting 

Aivars Bērziņš 
Chair of EFSA’s Management 
Board 

15.00-
15:20 

3 Stakeholder Forum 

• Stakeholder agenda presentation and 

input by the SHB. 

• Stakeholders’ active role and involvement 

in Day 1 

Max Blanck 
Engagement Officer, EFSA 

15:20- 
15:30 

4 Items raised by the academia Jose Julio Calvo 
Academia representative  

15:30-
15:40 

 Break  

15.40-

15.55 

5 ONE Conference: main outcomes and open 

discussion 

Yann Devos 

Scientific Officer, EFSA 

15.55- 
16.20 

6 Societal concerns around Food Safety  

• EFSA’s 2022 Eurobarometer results 

• Open discussion 

Domagoj Vbros 
Team Leader Strategic 
Communications, EFSA 

16.20 - 
16.25 

7 Selections of the Bureau Alternates and the 

Business and Food Industry representative: 

procedure and timeframe. 

Christophe Wolff 
Policy Officer, EFSA 

16.25- 
16.30 

8 Closing remarks Victoria Villamar 
Head of Unit Engagement and 
Relations, EFSA 
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Annex 2. Participants list  
 

Stakeholder Representatives   

 Stakeholder Category Stakeholder Organisation Name and Surname 

1. 1 Consumers  BEUC Camille Perrin 

2. 2 NGOs and Advocacy 

Groups  

PAN Europe Martin Dermine 

3. 3 Farmers and Primary 

Producers  

COPA-COGECA Bruno Menne   

4. 4 Business and Food 

Industry  

Association of the European Self-

Medication Industry 

Maud Perrudin  

5. 5 Distributors and 

HORECA  

Euro Commerce Els Bedert 

6. 6 Practitioners  EFAD Absent 

7. 7 Academia  Society of Environmental 

Toxicology and Chemistry Europe 

José Julio Ortega Calvo 

 

EFSA’s Representatives  

1. 1 Aivars Bērziņš Chair of the Management Board 

2.  Victoria Villamar Head of Unit, Engagement and Relations (ENGAGE) 

3.  Max Blanck External Engagement Officer, ENREL 

4.  Christophe Wolff External Engagement Officer, ENREL 

 

European Commission Representatives – Observers  

1.  Sandra Tuijtelaars Policy Coordinator, E.1, DG SANTE, European Commission 

2.   Fatima Darago Policy Assistant, E.1, DG SANTE, European Commission 

 


