
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Location: Web conference 

Attendees:  

o Working Group Experts: 
Anette BOKLUND,  
Tomasz PODGORSKI  

Karl STÅHL  
Timothée VERGNE 
 
o European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 
EC: Simona FORCELLA 

o EFSA:  

José CORTINAS ABRAHANTE 
Lina MUR (chair)  
Alexandra PAPANIKOLAOU  
Alessia RUSINÀ  

 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants.  

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 
 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director 

on Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled 
out by the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest 

related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening 
process, and no interests were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this 

meeting. 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 7th  Working Group 

meeting held on 28 March 2023, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 7th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 14 April 

2023. 

V. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

 

1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf  
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 
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MEETING MINUTES – 19 April 2023 

8th Working Group meeting on African Swine Fever 

 
 
 

 

a. Review of the draft scientific report on Epidemiological analysis of African swine 

fever in the European Union during 2022 (EFSA-Q-2022-00369)  

The objective of the meeting was the review of the draft of the scientific report of TOR 1 on African 
Swine Fever (ASF) before its submission for the approval. The WG examined each section of the 
draft and provided additional suggestions to improve the text, as well as the layout of the tables 
and maps. All changes were duly noted in order to make corrections in the report.  

The most relevant topics and agreement are listed below.  

The WG agreed on: 

- expressing the animal loss and farm incidence as a percentage. 
- keeping the order of the countries based on their geographical position from north to south. 
- the use of the word ‘establishment’ to identify premises in which domestic pigs are kept. 
- adding a map with ASF outbreak in domestic by farm size to improve the clarity of the maps 

on impact of the disease. 

Different options for the plots for the visualisation of the monthly seasonality in wild boars were 
presented to the WG experts. WG agreed on improving the visualization of the graphs of monthly 
seasonality using a thicker line to highlight the monthly seasonality for year 2022.  

 

b. Next activities 

All the suggested changes and correction will be addressed by EFSA, and the final version of the 
report will be sent to the HoD on Monday 24 April 2023 for the approval. 

VI. Next meeting 

The next meeting will be held on 16 May 2023 via web conference. 
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IOLOGICAL HAZARD AND ANIMAL HEALTH & WELFARE 
NIT (BIOHAW)
th Working Group meeting on African Swine Fever 

8 March 2023  

4:00-18:00  

INUTES - Agreed on 14 April 2023 
cation: Webconference 

ttendees:  

o Working Group Experts: 

Anette BOKLUND,  
Tomasz PODGORSKI 
Karl STÅHL 
Timothée VERGNE 

o Hearing Experts1: 

Marisa ARIAS 
Camina GALLARDO  
Georgina HELYES 
Carmen ISCARO 
Katarína JUHÁSOVÁ 
Daniela KORYTAROVA 
Petr KUCÍNSKÝ 
Marius MASIULIS 
Alexandra MITEVA 
Ioana NEGHIRLA  
Raquel NIETO 
Edvins OLSEVSKIS 
Christoph STAUBACH 
Arvo VILTROP 
Grzegorz WOZNIAKOWSKI  

o European Commission: 
Simona FORCELLA 

o EFSA:  
Lina MUR (chair) 
Alexandra PAPANIKOLAOU 
Alessia RUSINÀ 

Welcome and apologies for absence 

e Chair welcomed the participants.  

Adoption of agenda 

e agenda was adopted without changes. 

As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific Committee, the Scientific Panels, 
and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf



MEETING MINUTES – 28 March 2023 

7th Working Group meeting on African Swine Fever

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director 
on Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled 
out by the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest 
related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening 
process, and no interests were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this 
meeting. 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 6th Working Group 
meeting held on 7-8 March 2023, in Parma 

The minutes of the 6th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 27 March 
2023. 

V. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

a. Review of surveillance section of scientific report draft. 

The objective of the meeting was the review of the draft of the scientific report of TOR 1 on African 
Swine Fever (ASF) by addressing the comments and observations received from the countries 
representatives. Each section of the scientific report was examined and changes were duly noted 
in order to make corrections in the report. The most relevant topics and agreement are listed 
below. 

Clarification about the terminology used for the host species (pigs and wild boar) in the report 
were provided, as the use of the terms from the Regulation 429/2016 is not compulsory. 

Some of the countries were asked to clarify the surveillance activities described in the report and 
to check the way of detection of outbreaks occurred in domestic pigs in 2022. Additional 
information was provided on the type of farms in which enhanced passive surveillance is 
performed. 

The surveillance and testing of wild boar samples was discussed, with special interventions from 
EURL colleagues on the use of the correct sample matrix for each type of test. Countries were 
invited to review the guidance on diagnosis produced by the EURL https://asf-
referencelab.info/asf/images/GUIDELINES_DIAGNOSIS/Link_2_workflow_MA.pdf

b. Multi gene-approach for genotyping ASF isolates 

Camina Gallardo from EU Reference Laboratory (EURL) presented the multi-gene approach 
sequencing method for differentiation of ASFv isolates. The analysis of multiple ASFv genome 
regions permitted to classify 382 European ASFV genotypes II isolates into 24 distinct groups. 
This approach and the addition of new markers allowed to group the isolates from the new 
introductions of Italy to provide hypothesis on the origin of those viruses.  

c. Whole genome sequencing of ASF isolates from Germany 

Christoph Staubach presented the work of the Friedrich Loeffler Institute (FLI) on genome 
sequencing of ASFv isolates in Germany. Christoph Staubach provided an overview of the different 
ASFv isolates from the different regions of Germany summarising the different lineages found and 
the future plans of FLI lab.  

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2022-09/africanswinefeverepi7.pdf
https://asf-referencelab.info/asf/images/GUIDELINES_DIAGNOSIS/Link_2_workflow_MA.pdf
https://asf-referencelab.info/asf/images/GUIDELINES_DIAGNOSIS/Link_2_workflow_MA.pdf
https://asf-referencelab.info/asf/images/GUIDELINES_DIAGNOSIS/Link_2_workflow_MA.pdf


MEETING MINUTES – 28 March 2023 

7th Working Group meeting on African Swine Fever

d. Review of spatio-temporal dynamics section of scientific report 

Lina Mur showed the maps of the report related with the epidemiological situation of the disease 
and explained the procedure followed to analyse the evolution of the ASF restricted areas. The 
countries representatives agreed on using the terminology restricted area in that section of the 
report.  

Temporal graphs of wild boar will be redone for the countries concerned as soon as the corrected 
data is submitted. The temporal graph of wild boar cases will be modified removing the 
differentiation between countries reporting.  

e. Review impact section 

The section of the report about the impact of the disease in domestic pigs and wild boar was 
reviewed by the working group. The incidence by size of farm was discussed and agreed that 
differences should be considered with caution. Additional tests can be done increasing the 
threshold of the farm size.  

Finally, the working group discussed about the potential factors involved in the re-growth of the 
wild boar population in the Baltics. 

f. Next activities 

The WG experts and EFSA will review the draft of the report based on the discussions during the 
meeting by the 4th of April. From 5th to 17th April the draft will be reviewed by the countries 
representatives. On April 19th there will be the last WG meeting with the experts in order to finalize 
the scientific report. 

VI. Next meeting 

The next meeting will be held on 19th April 2023 via web conference. 



Location: EFSA - Parma  

Attendees:  

o Working Group Members: 
Anette BOKLUND 
Tomasz PODGORSKI 
Karl STÅHL 
Timothée VERGNE  

o Hearing Experts1: 
Not Applicable   

o European Commission: 
EC: Simona FORCELLA 

o EFSA:  
Jose CORTINAS ABRAHANTE 
Lina MUR (chair) 
Alexandra PAPANIKOLAOU 
Alessia RUSINA’ 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants.  

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director 
on Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled 
out by the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest 
related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening 
process, and no interests were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this 
meeting. 

1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific Committee, the Scientific Panels, 
and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf

BIOLOGICAL HAZARD & ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE 
UNIT 

6th Working Group meeting on African Swine Fever 

7-8 March 2023  

09:00-17:00 / 09:00-13:00  

MINUTES - Agreed on 27 March 2023 



MEETING MINUTES - 7-8 March 2023 

6th Working Group meeting on African Swine Fever

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 5th Working Group 
meeting held on 15 February 2023, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 5th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 3 March 
2023. 

V. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

a. Review of the draft scientific report on Epidemiological analysis of African swine 
fever in the European Union during 2022 (EFSA-Q-2022-00369)

The WG discussed the scientific report by examining each section of the draft report in detail to 
identify the parts that required further discussion. Some general decisions were taken for the 
report: i) to include ‘highlights’ for each section of the report; ii) to order the countries based on 
their geographical position from north to south, clearly differentiating EU from non-EU countries 
and, to check the definitions used (also in tables) to be consistent with the previous report. 

The spatial section was reviewed by the Working Group, looking at the maps layout in detail and 
discussing the main conclusions from them. Additional analysis were agreed to be done in the 
trimester evolution section. 

After analysing all the graphs for the time profiles of positive rates of wild boar, it was decided to 
focus only on the passive surveillance graphs in the report, as active surveillance graphs were all 
but one plain (all 0s).   

Regarding the section on surveillance activities, the WG agreed on asking further clarifications 
to the countries about the active surveillance activities performed, as well as about the systematic 
carcasses search. 

The impact section of the report was reviewed considering the importance of differentiating 
between farm size for domestic pigs for the control and impact measures. For wild boar, 
additional analysis were suggested such as plotting the affected areas against the annual 
numbers of wild boar harvested.  

b. Next activities 

The WG agreed on sharing the draft report with countries and deep reviewers on 20th March 2023, 
to receive their comments by March 24th. Comments and suggestions from countries will be 
addressed in the next meeting on the 28th March with the countries representatives. 

VI. Next meeting 

The next meeting will be held on 28 March 2023, via web conference. 











BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS AND ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE UNIT

European Food Safety Authority 
Via Carlo Magno 1A – 43126 Parma, Italy 

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 │ www.efsa.europa.eu

BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS & ANIMAL HEALTH AND 
WELFARE UNIT (BIOHAW) 

MINUTES OF THE 3rd MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON  

AFRICAN SWINE FEVER

Held on VIDEO -conference, 30 November 2022 

(Agreed on 13 December 2022)1

Participants 

 Hearing Experts2: 

Anette BOKLUND  

Tomasz PODGORSKI 

Karl STÅHL 

Timothée VERGNE  

 EFSA:  

BIOHAW : Lina MUR (chair), Alessia RUSINÀ 

MESE: José CORTIÑAS ABRAHANTES

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received from WG experts. 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

1 Minutes should be published within 15 working days of the final day of the relevant meeting. 
2 As defined in Article 15 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf
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In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence3 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management4, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 2nd Working Group meeting held on 11 
November 2022, VIDEO-conference.  

The minutes of the 2nd Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 21 November 
20225. 

5. Scientific topic(s) for discussion6

5.1. Report methodology and protocol finalisation 

The objective of the meeting was the finalization of the protocol for the TOR 1 of the scientifical 

and technical assistance on African Swine Fever (ASF) by addressing the different sections of the 

protocol and comments emerged from previous meetings. The most relevant topics and 

agreements are listed below. 

Specifically, experts discussed the best approach to summarise the surveillance activities and 

their performance, emphasising the importance of differentiating between mandatory and 

optional surveillance strategies.  

The WG agreed on using restricted areas (defined by Regulation EC 605/2021) as an estimation 

of the surface affected by ASF, to be included as well in the impact assessment.  

All WG experts agreed on using outbreaks data instead of samples data to describe seasonality 

in domestic pig. 

After reviewing the different proposals for visually representing the impact of the disease, 

experts agreed on adding maps of disease prevalence per NUTS 3 for pig population but to only 

use temporal graphs for the evolution of hunting bags for the wild boar populations.

5.2. Next Activities 

The protocol will be shared after the meeting for final revision by WG before sending it to 

reviewers. Clarification about next activities and report timeline were provided. 

6. Any Other Business 

Lina Mur informed experts they will need to register for the 4EU platform to be able to access the 

kaleidoscope online application and that she is now discussing about what kind of data she could 

provide them to test the tool.  

3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
5 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2022-09/africanswinefeverepi7.pdf
6EFSA-Q-2022-00551 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2022-00551?foodDomains=Animal%20Health
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7.  Next meeting(s) 

The next working group meeting is scheduled for January. A doodle will be distributed to check the 

availability of the experts. 



BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS & ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE UNIT

European Food Safety Authority 
Via Carlo Magno 1A – 43126 Parma, Italy 

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 │ www.efsa.europa.eu

BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS & ANIMAL HEALTH AND 
WELFARE UNIT (BIOHAW) 

MINUTES OF THE 2nd MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON 

AFRICAN SWINE FEVER

Held on TELE - conference, 11 November 2022 

(Agreed on 21 November 2022)1

Participants 

 Working Group experts:2

Annette BOKLUND  

Tomasz PODGORSKI 

Karl STÅHL 

Timothée VERGNE 

 Hearing Experts3: 

Georgina HELYES 

Carmen ISCARO 

Vanja KONDRATENKO 

Daniela KORYTAROVA     

Marius MASIULIS 

Aleksandra MITEVA 

Ioana NEGHIRLA  

Edvins OLSEVSKIS 

Saša OSTOJIĆ 

Christoph STAUBACH 

Arvo VILTROP 

Grzegorz WOŹNIAKOWSKI 

1 Minutes should be published within 15 working days of the final day of the relevant meeting. 
2 Indicate first full name and then surname (John Smith) all throughout the document. 
3 As defined in Article 15 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf
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 EFSA:  

BIOHAW: Kateryna Chuzhakina, Lina Mur (Chair), Alessia Rusinà, Gabriele Zancanaro 

iDATA: Alexandra Papanikolaou 

MESE: José Cortiñas Abrahantes  

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence4 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management5, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 1st Working Group meeting held on 13 
September 2022, TELE-conference. 

The minutes of the 1st Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 22 September 
20226. 

5. Hearing Experts 

Hearing experts were invited to present the epidemiological evolution of ASF in their countries in 
2022 and provide their views on the potential factors involved in ASF in their territories.   

Ms Georgina Helyes presented for Hungary, Ms Carmen Iscaro presented for Italy, Mr Vanja 
Kondratenko presented for North Macedonia, Ms Daniela Korytarova presented for Slovakia, Mr 
Marius Masiulis presented for Lithuania, Ms Aleksandra Miteva presented for Bulgaria, Ms Ioana 
Neghirla presented for Romania, Mr Edvins Olsevskis presented for Latvia, Mr Saša Ostojić presented 
for Serbia, Mr Christoph Staubach presented for Germany, Mr Arvo Viltrop presented for Estonia and 
Mr Grzegorz Woźniakowski presented for Poland. 

6. Scientific topics for discussion 

6.1. Presentation of the Mandate and discussion on terms of reference7

4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
5 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
6 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2022-09/africanswinefeverepi7.pdf
7 EFSA-Q-2022-00551 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2022-00551?foodDomains=Animal%20Health 
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Lina Mur from EFSA presented the new mandate on African Swine Fever (ASF) and the terms of 
reference. In accordance with article 31 of Regulation (EC) 178/2002 EFSA is requested to produce 
nine scientific reports on ASF from April 2023 to June 2028. 

Explanation about the main changes of the epidemiological report versus previous years were 
given, including the implementation of the transparency regulation, the separation of terms of 
reference in different scientific reports and different timing for those reports (annually and 
following a calendar basis for the epidemiological reports and bi-annually for the risk factor 
reports).  

6.2. Report structure and protocol  

The chair presented the proposed report structure and discussed the key elements of the draft 
Protocol to be adopted by the end of December. 

The working group agreed on using the term “translocation” for the description of long distance 
jumps of the virus. Also, the working group agreed on the use of the term “outbreak” 
independently of the population involved, aligning with the EC terminology, but reminded the 
importance of including the number of cases in the calculations performed. 

A video of a demo of Kaleidoscope online application was showed and discussed among the group. 
The chair explained the objectives of Kaleidoscope, which include allowing EFSA to produce the 
report but also providing a useful tool to visualise epidemiological data for anyone is interested. 

6.3. Surveillance activities questionnaire results and highlights of African 
Swine Fever situation per country in the last year 

Results of the compilation of the surveillance activities questionnaires, which 11 countries out of 
12 have submitted to EFSA, were presented by the chair and discussed in the group. Further 
refinements of the questionnaire were agreed to be done, which would need a second round of 
consultation to the countries. 

All country representatives were asked to briefly discuss the epidemiological evolution of ASF in 
their countries in the last year, emphasizing if the situation improved, declined or remained 
stable versus previous years. They also explained their view on the main hypotheses or factors 
involved on it, and if any translocation event of the virus occurred that would be of interest for 
the report. 

6.4. Data submission 

Alexandra Papanikolaou explained the type of data requested to the countries for 2022, i.e. pig 
population data and ASF laboratory test results, and the timeline for data submission and 
validation. She emphasised the importance of respecting the deadlines and involve the 
appropriate persons for the different roles (data providers and data validators).  

7. Any Other Business 

The coming activities for the working group are to finalise the protocol for its approval by the end 
of December.  

The affected countries need to prepare the data for the submission by 31 January 2023 and be 
reactive for the validation of data submitted.  

8. Next meetings 

The next working group meeting is scheduled for the 30th November, and with the representatives of 
the affected countries in 28 March.
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MINUTES OF THE 1ST MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON AFRICAN 

SWINE FEVER -EPI 7 

TELE- conference, 13 September 2022  

(Agreed on 22 September 2022) 

 

Participants 

◼ Working Group Members: 

Anette BOKLUND 

Tomasz PODGORSKI 

Karl STAHL 

Timothée VERGNE 

 
◼ European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Simona FORCELLA (DG SANTE) 

 
◼ EFSA:  

MESE Unit: José CORTIÑAS ABRAHANTES 

iDATA: Alexandra PAPANIKOLAOU 

BIOHAW Unit: Lina MUR, Gabriele ZANCANARO 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
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In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 
the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 
issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

The meeting concerned the Mandate received by the EC under article 31 of Regulation (EC) 

178/2002 for scientific and technical assistance on African swine fever.  

 

4.1. Presentation and discussion of the Mandate and the Terms of 

Reference 

The Mandate and the Terms of Reference were presented to the WG. It was clarified that the 
Mandate was received by the EC in the context of article 31 of Regulation (EC) No. 178/2002. The 
outputs of this mandate will be nine Scientific Reports that will be produced from April 2023 until 
June 2028.  

 

4.2. Interpretation of Terms of Reference 

The Terms of Reference were discussed and it was agreed by the WG that two separate protocols 
will be developed considering that the two terms of reference provided by the requestor are going to 
be published in separate outputs, require different methodology and have different timelines. 

The meeting, protocol and terms of reference discussed below referred exclusively to the first term 
of reference, for the development of annual descriptive epidemiological analysis of the spread and 
impact of ASF. 

The data collection will cover the period from the last data collected in the previous epidemiological 
report until the 31 December and reports will be produced in calendar year basis. Exceptionally, the 
first year data will cover from September 2021 to December 2022, although the report will be 
focused on the calendar year 2022. 

The countries included in the report will be those EU Member States and neighbouring countries 
affected by African swine fever in the period of analysis and sending data to EFSA though the Data 
Collection Framework following SIGMA standards. Previously affected countries that became free of 

the disease before that reporting period, will be excluded from the analysis.  

The three mandate elements were discussed and specifications on how they will be addressed based 
on the WG interpretation of the mandate, were included in the protocol document.  

 

4.3.  Protocol 

A first draft of the protocol for the TOR1 was shared with the WG before the meeting. Lina Mur 
presented the draft protocol, provided clarifications to the experts and asked their advice on certain 
points. 

For the description of the surveillance activities in the affected countries, the WG agreed on 
including a first description of the surveillance activities carried out in the different countries, 
followed by a summary table with the numbers of samples analysed in the report period per type of 
surveillance (i.e. active and passive), animal species affected (domestic pigs and wild boar) and 

 
1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf  
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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diagnostic tests. A map and potential graphs will be developed to display the number of wild boar 
samples analysed in relation with the surface or wild boar abundance data.  

The spatio-temporal dynamics will include a comprehensive assessment of the geographical spread 

and temporal patterns of the disease in the last reporting period. Maps will be used to visualise the 
spread of the disease, the surface of the areas affected by ASF will be analysed over time (and 
compared with the surface of the areas affected during the previous reported period) and a 
descriptive section will address the previously identified long-distance translocation events. The 
temporal dynamics will be assessed by epidemiological curves and seasonality plots by affected 
species. Network analysis will be used to estimate the speed of spread per country. Spatio-temporal 
clustering analyses will also be performed. 

The impact of ASF in the affected countries will be assessed by summary tables and graphs including 
cumulative incidence and losses per country for the domestic pigs, and by analysing the evolution of 
wild boar abundance and hunting bag data for wild boar populations. 

 

4.4. Structure of the report 

A first draft of the report structure for the descriptive epidemiological analysis was shared with the 
WG before the meeting. Following the discussions during the meeting on the interpretation of the 
terms of reference and the protocol, the structure of the epidemiological assessment was rearranged 
to follow a more logical order and better understanding of the situation. First, a detailed description 
of the surveillance efforts done by affected countries for ASF detection will be performed to assess 
the disease monitoring. Secondly, the spatio-temporal dynamics of the disease will be analysed 
including spatial and temporal analysis and speed of infection assessment. Finally, the impact of the 

disease in the affected populations will be described, including the number of domestic pigs lost and 
the changes in the wild boar abundance data in affected countries. 

5. Distribution of tasks 

The protocol and report structure documents will be reviewed and modify based on the discussions 
during the meeting. The WG will review the next version of the documents and provide their inputs 
when required.  

6. Next meeting(s) 

The following meeting will be held on November 11 with the attendance of hearing experts from all 

ASF affected countries involved in the report. Another meeting will follow the 13th December with 
the working group members to finalise the protocol.  
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