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1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Robert Davies and Elisabetta Suffredini. 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest  

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the 

Executive Director on Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the 
Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the Panel members invited to 

the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues discussed 
in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no 

interests were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this 

meeting. 

EFSA Secretariat informed the Panel on the progress in the design of a new 

tool for the submission of DoIs. 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 154th Plenary meeting held on 

15 and 16 June 2022 by web-conference  

The minutes of the 154th Plenary meeting held on 15 and 16 June 2022 

were agreed by written procedure on 1 July 20224. 

5. Scientific outputs submitted for possible adoption 

No outputs were presented for adoption. 

6. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion 

6.1 Statement on the update of the list of QPS-recommended 
biological agents intentionally added to food or feed as 

notified to EFSA. 17: Suitability of taxonomic units notified to 

EFSA until September 2022 (EFSA-Q-2020-00082)5 

The first meeting for the preparation of this Statement took place on 29 
June (Parma). Eleven notifications were received between April and June: 

6 already have a QPS-status, 4 are excluded from QPS process (3 
filamentous fungi, 1 E. coli) and 1 bacteria without a valid taxonomic 

identity (Xanthobacter SoF1). The new extensive literature search (ELS) 

exercise for monitoring of possible safety concerns related to the 
microorganisms that are on the QPS list, for the period covered by this 

 
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf  
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 
4 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/154th-biohaz-panel-plenary-meeting 
5 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2020-00082  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/154th-biohaz-panel-plenary-meeting
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2020-00082
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Statement, was launched on 11 July. The next working group (WG) meeting 
will be held on 20 September (web conference). The Panel Statement 17 

will be presented for possible adoption in December 2022. 

6.1b Scientific opinion on the update of the list of QPS-

recommended biological agents intentionally added to food or 

feeds as notified to EFSA (EFSA-Q-2020-00083)6 

The last meeting took place on 29 June 2022 (web-meeting). The WG Chair 
informed the Panel that during the last meeting several aspects have been 

discussed by the experts and text included in the draft opinion: QPS and 
the synthetic microorganism concept, reference to the WGS analysis and 

the Microorganisms Pipelines project (MoPS). The interpretation of the 
qualification on acquired antimicrobial resistance genes will be further 

elaborated by a subgroup of the QPS WG (web meeting on 2 September). 
The next WG meeting will be held on 20 September (web meeting). The 

draft opinion will be presented to the BIOHAZ Panel for possible adoption 

in December 2022. 

6.2 Scientific opinion on the microbiological safety of aged 

meat (EFSA-Q-2020-00527)7 

The WG informed the Panel about the discussion during the last WG 

meeting which took place on 12 July 2022. The WG Chair updated the Panel 
about the progress. Adjustments to the modelling approach and 

presentation of modelling results to answer terms of reference (ToRs) 3 
and 4 were presented. New graphs addressing ToR3 and ToR4 were 

presented for discussion and the Panel agreed on the definitions and 
terminology to be applied throughout the opinion and on the most 

appropriate ways to communicate the model results and the comparison of 
aged and standard fresh meat. It was agreed to provide a quantitative 

answer to ToR4, while for ToR3 a qualitative answer was considered more 
appropriate. The draft opinion will be presented to the BIOHAZ Panel for 

possible adoption in December 2022. 

6.3 Scientific opinion on microbiological hazards associated 
with the use of water in post-harvest handling and processing 

operations of fresh and frozen fruits, vegetables and herbs 
(EFSA-Q-2021-00374), including associated outsourcing 

activities (OC/EFSA/BIOCONTAM/2021/02)8 

The last WG meeting took place on 5 July 2022. The WG Chair updated the 

Panel about the progress of work made with the WG, in particular on the 
ongoing screening for assessment questions (AQ) AQ3, AQ4 and sub-

assessment question (SQ) SQ6 from the full text papers retrieved following 
the agreed search strategies. The Panel was made aware that the ongoing 

data extraction is very demanding and requires intensive work from all 
experts. It is expected to be concluded for all AQs/SQs at the latest by the 

 
6 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2020-00081  
7 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2020-00527  
8 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2021-00374  

https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2020-00081
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2020-00527
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2021-00374
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beginning of September.  In case the extracted data isn’t compatible with 
the development of modelling, a plan B descriptive approach will be 

envisaged. EFSA Secretariat contacted all authors of the FDA model papers 
identified as relevant and asked for their R codes. The WG is waiting to 

receive these. The Panel was also updated about the next deadlines for the 
WASHTOP consortium tender, in particular for the submission, review and 

approval of deliverable 1. This process has been longer than expected, as 
given some difficulties to ensure that the consortium’s activities are 

perfectly aligned with the self-task mandate. The next WG meeting is on 
14/15 September 2022. The deadline for adoption of this opinion is 30 

September 2024 but considering the delayed date of signature of the 
contract for the associated tender that will lead to an overlap of the 

approval of the final report from the tender and the thorough reading of 
the scientific opinion, an extension of the deadline for this scientific opinion 

may be required in the future. 

6.4 Scientific opinion on the transmission of antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR) during animal transports (EFSA-Q-2021-

00435)9 

The last meeting of the WG took place on 4 July 2022. The assessment of 

the mandate was done in very close collaboration with the AHAW Panel, 
which was working in parallel on an EC mandate concerning the protection 

of terrestrial animals during transport. The produced scientific opinions 
were adopted at the last AHAW Plenary at the end of June. The draft 

scientific opinion on AMR transport, which targets bovines, poultry and pigs 
transported within, from and to the EU/EFTA, was presented for thorough 

reading at the BIOHAZ Plenary. The WG Chair presented the main updates 
regarding the assessment of risk factors and mitigation options. The 

summary tables and the draft conclusions were presented to the Panel 
experts and main comments were discussed. As already informed, there is 

a lack of data on AMR in relation to transport. Thus, information of 

spread/contamination of other zoonotic agents is also being considered. 
The draft data gaps and research needs section will be the focus of the next 

WG meeting that will take place 23-24 August. The draft Scientific Opinion 
will be submitted for adoption at the BIOHAZ Panel Plenary at 28-29 

September. Deadline for adoption is 30 September 2022. 

6.5 Application for an alternative processing method of 

Category 3 animal-by products (rendered fats) and used 
cooking oils for renewable fuels production (EFSA-Q-2021-

00625)10  

The Chair of the WG presented the draft opinion for thorough reading, even 

though there had not been many changes in the opinion since the last 
plenary. He informed that the applicant had just sent the amended dossier 

on Tuesday 12 July 2022, two days before the plenary. The preliminary 

 
9 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2021-00435  
10 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2021-00625  

https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2021-00435
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2021-00625
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revision of the dossier concluded that the applicant had provided sufficient 
information to all the points in the letter of 18 May 2022 and the clock could 

start again and continue with the assessment and production of the draft 
opinion. However, the Chair stressed that the WG has not discussed the 

new dossier, but they will do it in the last scheduled meeting on Thursday 
21 July 2022. The Chair also discussed the main changes of the dossier and 

explained the importance of the standards proposed for the processing of 
Category 3 material that will be used as a benchmark for future 

applications. If the letter of acceptance is sent out on Monday 18 July 2002, 
as expected, the new deadline to deliver the opinion will be 10 October 

2022. The draft opinion will be submitted for adoption at the 156th plenary 
of the BIOHAZ Panel on 28-29 September 2022, before the new deadline 

after re-starting the clock. The EC did not make any comment, but the 
Chair of the Panel stressed the importance of reviewing and updating the 

2010 EFSA’s statement on ‘technical assistance on the format for 

applications for new alternative methods for animal by-products’, to 
improve the assessment process. He asked the EC representative to 

consider it as a potential mandate. 

6.6 Scientific opinion on the monitoring of Chronic Wasting 

Disease (CWD)11 

The Chair of the WG presented the draft of the template of the protocol 

and, for the first time, the draft opinion with the table of contents, following 
the assessment and sub-assessment questions, and some sections already 

populated. The Panel received well the protocol and approved it. The next 
meeting will take place on Monday and Tuesday 5-6 September 2022, in 

Oslo (Norway), as a physical meeting.   

6.7 Scientific opinion on the persistence of microbiological 

hazards in food and feed production and processing 

environments12 

The WG Chair gave feedback of the outcome of the second WG meeting 

held by web-conference on 1 July 2022. Of note are the further clarifications 
of the ToRs. Microbial toxins and other hazardous microbial metabolites 

(e.g., histamine) are excluded. Focus is on EU feed and food production 
systems, or similar production systems from other regions of the world. 

Following sectors were agreed: (i) feed for food animal production, (ii) meat 
processing (including slaughterhouses and processing plants), (iii) fish and 

seafood processing, (iv) dairy processing, (v) egg and egg products 
processing, (vi) fruit and vegetable processing and (vii) low moisture food 

(LMF) processing. For fruit and vegetable processing, it was proposed to 
add production considering greenhouses. The ToRs were translated into 

draft assessment questions and the conceptual model was presented. The 
approach proposed to deal with ToR1 (i.e. most relevant microbiological 

food safety hazards associated with persistence) was agreed. It consists of 

 
11 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2022-00114  
12 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2022-00217  

https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2022-00114
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2022-00217
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first listing the pathogens of public health relevance in the various sectors 
and then assessing, using a decision tree, for which of those there is 

evidence for persistence in the food and feed production and processing 
environments (FFPE) of the corresponding sectors. Depending on the 

remaining number of relevant hazards, those with high strength of evidence 
would be supplemented with medium strength of evidence (and if needed 

also low strength of evidence). For ToR2-5, the preliminary approach was 
presented. In particular for ToR5 (to develop the perspectives of integrating 

the information gathered in the previous ToRs in risk assessment), it was 
proposed to use both a top-down (virtual) and bottom-up approach. The 

next WG meeting will be held on 22-23 September 2022 in Parma. The 
deadline for approval of the protocol was set on 31 October 2022 and the 

one for adoption of this Scientific Opinion is 31 December 2023. 

7. New mandates 

7.1 Request for a scientific opinion on the efficacy of methods 

2 and 5 and method 7 set out in Regulation (EU) No 142/2011 
to inactivate relevant pathogens when producing processed 

animal protein of porcine origin intended to feed poultry and 

aquaculture animals 

A new mandate was received on 11 July 2022 from the European 
Commission. EFSA Secretariat presented the mandate and its terms of 

reference, which will require EFSA to provide a scientific opinion concerning 
the efficacy of methods 2 to 5 and method 7 to inactivate relevant 

pathogens when producing processed animal protein (PAP) of porcine origin 
intended to feed poultry and aquaculture animals. In particular, the 

scientific opinion should comprise an assessment of the level of inactivation 
of relevant pathogens that could be present in processed animal protein of 

porcine origin intended to feed poultry and aquaculture animals. The 
deadline for delivery of the scientific opinion is 30 June 2023. EFSA Panel 

members were asked for expression of interest to participate as members 

of the WG for this mandate. 

8. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/Scientific Panels, EFSA, 

the European Commission 

8.1 Scientific Committee 

The 109th Plenary meeting of the Scientific Committee (SC) took place on 
5-6 July 202213. The Panel Chair briefly reported the discussions held during 

the SC meeting, including on the state of play of the building of the future 
SC workplan. During the meeting he suggested the SC to consider carrying 

out joint cross-sectorial (biological and chemical) One Health risk 
assessments in the future. 

 
13 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/it/events/109th-plenary-meeting-scientific-committee-open-observers 
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8.2 European Commission 

EFSA Secretariat reminded the Panel on the state of play concerning 

upcoming mandates from the EC in the BIOHAZ area, as indicated in the 
previous plenary meeting. 

9. Other topics for information and/or discussion 

9.1 Implementation of the guidance on uncertainty analysis in 

scientific assessments 

No discussion took place for this agenda item. 

9.2 Topics of scientific concern in the area of biological hazards 
and BIOHAZ self-tasks, including update from KNOW Unit and 

Emerging Risks Networks 

EFSA Secretariat from KNOW Unit presented to the Panel an overview of 

the topics discussed during the recent Emerging Risks Exchange Network 
(EREN) meeting of October 2021 and May 2022 and EFSA Stakeholder 

Discussion group on Emerging Risks (StaDG-ER) meeting of May 2022. The 

presentation focused in particular on the following topics: possible risks 
from homemade fermented foods, human infections due to 

enteropathogenic Arcobacter, rat Hepatitis E Virus causing hepatitis in 
people, epidemic cluster of Steptococcus equi subsp. zooepidemicus human 

infection in central Italy, risks from Toxoplasma and other protozoic 
parasites, outbreak caused by Salmonella Typhimurium in Ispaghula seed 

husk. 

The EFSA secretariat informed the Panel that a request to share information 

was received from the Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ). This 
followed up from Australia’s largest Vibrio parahaemolyticus outbreak in 

raw oysters late 202114. The presentation included background information 
about a proposal for a self-task mandate from the former BIOHAZ Panel 

(from 2018) and about Vibrio issues in the EFSA EREN and STADG-ER 
Networks. It highlighted that Vibrio spp., especially V. parahaemolyticus 

and V. vulnificus were indicated as a potential future issue by the highest 

number of experts among those issues listed and characterised as 
belonging to the ‘biological hazards to human health’ area in the EFSA 

report on climate change as a driver of emerging risks for food and feed 
safety, plant, animal health and nutritional quality15. The Panel agreed to 

proceed with a proposal for a self-task mandate on this topic. 

9.3 Presentation on EFSA activities on Synthetic Biology 

EFSA Secretariat from NIF Unit presented to the Panel the EFSA activities 
on synthetic biology microorganisms resulting from a mandate received 

from the European Commission in 2018. The presentation included the 

 
14 https://www.foodstandards.gov.au/industry/FoodIncidents/Pages/Vibrio-

parahaemolyticus-and-raw-Pacific-oysters.aspx 
15 https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/sp.efsa.2020.EN-1881 
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concept of synthetic biology, the previous scientific opinions adopted by the 
EFSA SC and GMO Panel in relation to plants and microorganisms obtained 

through synthetic biology and the development and main conclusions of the 
scientific opinion on the ‘Evaluation of existing guidelines for their adequacy 

for the food and feed risk assessment of microorganisms obtained through 
synthetic biology’. Such opinion was adopted by the EFSA SC on 5 July 

2022 and will be published soon. 

9.4 Presentation on the new EFSA One Health WGS System 

EFSA Secretariat presented to the Panel the EFSA One Health WGS System, 
which has been recently launched by EFSA with the aim of creating a 

database collecting genomic profiles of foodborne pathogens (currently 
Salmonella enterica, Listeria monocytogenes, Escherichia coli) and 

associated epidemiological data of isolates from food, feed, animals and 
related environment. Such database will facilitate the identification of 

possible matches between humans and non-human isolates included in the 

EFSA and ECDC databases and could be queried in the event of food-borne 
outbreaks, supporting the related epidemiological investigations. 

10. Any other business 

The Panel preliminarily agreed on an updated plan for the upcoming plenary 

meetings for 2022: September and October plenary meetings are planned 
as web-conferences, the December plenary meeting is planned as physical 

meeting in Parma. The December plenary will be open to observers. 

 


