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Participants 

◼ Panel Members: 

Attending in person:  

Laurent Bodin, Jesús Del Mazo1, Christer Hogstrand, Ron Hoogenboom, Evangelia 

Ntzani1, Salomon Sand, Dieter Schrenk and Heather Wallace. 

Attending via web-conference:  

Margherita Bignami, Kevin Chipman, Bettina Grasl-Kraupp, Jean-Charles Leblanc, 

Carlo Nebbia2, Elsa Nielsen, Annette Petersen, Tanja Schwerdtle and Christiane 

Vleminckx. 

◼ Hearing Experts3: 

/ 

◼ European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Frans Verstraete4 and Ivana Poustkova (European Commission, DG Health and 

Food Safety, Unit E2).  

◼ EFSA: 

FEEDCO Unit: 

Maria Anastassiadou, Anna Christodoulidou, Federico Cruciani, Mary Gilsenan, 

Luisa Ramos Bordajandi, Elena Rovesti, Katja Schirmer and Hans Steinkellner  

PREV Unit: 

 
1 On July 14th attended until 12.00 CET.   
2 On July 13th attended until 17.15 CET.  

3 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the 

Scientific Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its 

scientific work: http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf 
4 Attended the meeting in person.  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf
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Marco Binaglia (for item 6.7)  

MESE Unit: 

José Ángel Gómez Ruiz (for item 6.7), Francesca Riolo (for item 6.3) 

◼ Observers: 

Thomas Tietz5 (for item 6.7) 

 

◼ Others:  

Not applicable. 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants to this plenary meeting held in hybrid mode (in 

person/web). Apologies were received from Veerle Vanheusden. 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence6 and the Decision of the Executive 

Director on Competing Interest Management7, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of 
Interest filled out by the Panel members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of 

Interest related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the 
screening process, and no interests were declared orally by the members at the beginning 

of this meeting. 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 123rd Plenary meeting held on 3 
June 2022 

The minutes of the 123rd Plenary meeting8 held on 3 June 2022 were agreed by written 

procedure on 13 June 20229. 

5. Report on written procedures since the 123rd Plenary meeting held on 
3 June 2022 

None. 

6. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion and possible adoption 

 
5 GP/EFSA/BIOCONTAM/2021/01 
6 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf  
7 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_1

7.pdf 

8 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/121st-plenary-meeting-contam-panel  
9 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2022-06/Minutes_0.pdf  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/121st-plenary-meeting-contam-panel
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2022-06/Minutes_0.pdf
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6.1. Assessment of a decontamination process for dioxins and 
dioxin-like PCBs from fish oil and vegetable oils and fats by a 

physical process with activated carbon (EFSA-Q-2021-00629)10 

The Chair of the WG presented the draft Opinion for possible adoption. The 

Panel provided comments and small revisions and adopted the Opinion. 

6.2. Update of the risk assessment of polybrominated diphenyl 

ethers (PBDEs) in food (EFSA-Q-2018-0432)11 

The Chair of the WG on Brominated flame retardants (BFRs) presented the 
draft sections on considerations of critical effects, dose-response and derivation 

of a HBGV/MOE approach. The sections on Observations in humans and Mode 

of action were also presented. The Panel provided feedback that will be 

considered by the WG to continue developing the risk assessment. 

6.3. Risk assessment of N-nitrosamines in food (EFSA-Q-2020-

00665)12 

The Chair of the WG on N-nitrosamines in food presented parts of the section 

on toxicokinetics  and adduct formation for possible endorsement. In addition, 

the Panel discussed and agreed on the approach for the exposure assessment. 

The Panel endorsed the selected sections and provided feedback on the 

updates. The WG will continue with the development of the risk assessment.  

At the current meeting, the Panel received an update from EFSA on the 

activities that had been ongoing in view of the publication of an ANSES opinion 

on the risks related to the consumption of nitrates and nitrites on 12 July.  

Scientific opinions on the re-evaluation of Nitrates (E 251-E 252) and Nitrites 

(E 249-E 250) for use as a food additives have been adopted by the ANS Panel 

in April 2017, and published in June 2017 and the CONTAM Panel is currently 

working on a scientific opinion on the risks for human health related to the 

presence of N-nitrosamines in food, a contaminant that could be formed in the 

presence of nitrites.Following the provisions of Article 30(1) of the Regulation 

EC N. 178/2002, to identify at an early stage any potential source of divergence 

between EFSA’s scientific opinions and the scientific opinions issued by other 

bodies carrying out similar tasks, EFSA and ANSES staff met on 8th July 2022. 

The Panel was informed that the ANSES opinion confirmed the approach and 

the ADI set in the EFSA 2017 opinions on nitrates and nitrites as food additives. 

Differences observed between opinions are expected based on updates in the 

literature since 2017 and the focus of the ANSES opinion on the French 

population. Overall, divergences were not identified that would merit reopening 

the EFSA Opinions on Nitrates (E 251-E 252) and Nitrites (E 249-E 250) or that 

would need further interactions regarding the opinion on nitrosamines in food. 

Among ANSES recommendations, it was mentioned that future work should be 

initiated to establish a global ADI for nitrates, nitrites and nitroso compounds. 

 

 

 
10 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2021-00629 
11 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2018-00432 
12 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2020-00665 

https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2021-00629
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2018-00432
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2020-00
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6.4. Assessment of information as regards the toxicity of fumonisins 

for pigs, poultry and horses (EFSA-Q-2021-00696)13 

The Chair of the WG presented the draft Opinion for possible adoption, in 

particular the Hazard identification for horses which required clarification 

following the previous panel meeting. The Panel agreed with the approach and 

adopted the Opinion, following recommendations of minor changes. 

6.5. Assessment of information as regards the toxicity of T2 and HT2 

toxin for ruminants (EFSA-Q-2021-0711) 14 

The Chair of the WG presented the draft Opinion for possible adoption. The 
Panel agreed with the approach proposed with regard to adverse effects in 

ruminants. The opinion will be finalised to seek an adoption via written 

procedure. 

6.6. Update of the risk assessment on inorganic arsenic in food (EFSA-Q-

2021-00250)15  

The Chair of the WG introduced the possible approaches for derivation of a 

reference point for inorganic arsenic, including discussion on the BMD 
modelling, the use of continuous data, and the use of single BMDs versus 

combined analyses. These approaches were discussed and the views of the 
Panel will be considered by the WG to proceed with the development of the 

Opinion. It was agreed that with regard to the use of data, the Cross-cutting 

WG on BMD should be consulted. An extensive discussion of text and 

preliminary results is scheduled for the September Plenary meeting. 

6.7. Update of the risk assessment of mineral oil hydrocarbons 

(MOH) in food (EFSA-Q-2020-00664)16 

The Chair of the WG on MOH in food presented for discussion and possible 
endorsement the sections on supporting information for the assessment and 

hazard identification and characterisation. The Panel endorsed the presented 

sections pending suggested changes in the sections on analytical methods and 
long-term toxicity and carcinogenicity. The Panel also discussed the possible 

approach for the exposure assessment and provided advice to the WG in 

particular for the management of left-censored occurrence data.  

7. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/ Scientific Panels, CONTAM 

Working Groups, EFSA, the European Commission 

7.1. European Commission 

The European Commission representative gave an update on the follow-up activities in 

relation to the scientific opinions of the CONTAM Panel. Several legislative measures 

are under discussion with the Member States as an outcome of the CONTAM Panel 

scientific Opinions. 

7.2. Update from CONTAM Panel Working Groups 

• WG on Brominated flame retardants (BFRs) in food 

See item 6.2. 

 
13 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2021-00696 
14 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2021-00711 
15 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2021-00250 
16 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2020-00509 

https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2021-00250
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2020-00
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• WG on Feed detoxification 

See item 6.1. 

• WG on Mineral oil hydrocarbons in food 

See item 6.7. 

• WG on N-nitrosamines in food 

See Item 6.3. 

• WG on Arsenic in food 

See item 6.6. 

• WG on Grayanotoxins in certain honey 

The Chair of the WG presented the WG proposal on the approach to follow for 

the hazard identification and characterisation of grayanotoxins (GTXs). The Panel 

endorsed the approach but asked the WG to clarify the reasoning behind the 

choice of the uncertainty factors. The results on exposure were also presented. 

• WG on Mycotoxins in feed 

 See item 6.4. and 6.5. 

• WG on Polychlorinated Naphthalenes in food and feed 

The Chair of the WG informed on the progress of the work on this mandate. The 

draft protocol will be presented in a forthcoming Plenary meeting for discussion 

and possible endorsement. 

• WG on Ergot Alkaloids in feed 

The Chair of the WG informed on the progress of work on this mandate. The first 

WG meeting took place on 6th July 2022. 

7.3. EFSA 

The EFSA CONTAM Panel coordinator confirmed that the 13-15 September Plenary will 

be open for observers and will be held as web-conference. 

The members were informed on an upcoming EFSA Session at the BFR2022 
Conference17 to be held 4-7 September 2022 in Athens to provide an update on the 

EFSA activities on brominated flame retardants risk assessments. 

The Panel members were informed about the new EFSA Management Board that 
became operational as of 1 July 202218. The current board comprises representatives 

of all EU Member States, the European Commission, and the European Parliament, as 
well as representatives of civil society and food chain interests. The new model 

responds to the requirements of the Transparency Regulation, which entered into force 

in 2019 and increased the role of Member States as well as the engagement of all 

parties involved with the work of EFSA. 

7.4. Scientific Committee and Working groups of interest to the 

CONTAM Panel 

The Panel Chair briefly reported on the main points discussed at the 109th meeting of 
the EFSA Scientific Committee held 5-6 July 202219 that was open to Observers. In 

 
17 https://bfr2022.org/  
18 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/strengthening-governance-efsa-new-management-board-becomes-

operational  
19 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2022-07/minutes-109th-sc-plenary-meeting.pdf  

https://bfr2022.org/
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/strengthening-governance-efsa-new-management-board-becomes-operational
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/strengthening-governance-efsa-new-management-board-becomes-operational
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2022-07/minutes-109th-sc-plenary-meeting.pdf
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particular, an update of the proposals for the Work Programme of the SC 2022-2024 
was given including the CONTAM Panel proposal on the possibility of developing a 

guidance document on the use and application of relative potency factors. The 
incorporation of biomarkers of effect in risk assessment was also discussed, and a 

thematic workshop inviting Member States and sister agencies to begin a scoping 

discussion on the vision, challenges, etc is envisaged. 

Regarding the feedback of cross-cutting WGs and SC WGs of interest for the CONTAM 

Panel, this item was postponed to the next Plenary meeting due to time constrains. 

8. Any other business 

Not applicable. 


