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1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The chair welcomed all participants. No apologies were received.  

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes.  

3. Declarations of Interest of Scientific Panel members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Panel members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 

discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 

declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 124th Plenary meeting  

The minutes of the 124th Plenary meeting held on 26 and 29 April 2022 were agreed by written 

procedure on 09 May 2022. 

4.1 Hearing Experts  

Ewen Mullins, Javier Moreno, and Lieve Herman were invited to present their views for items 8.2, 

8.3 and 8.4 of the present meeting, respectively. 

5. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion and/or possible adoption 

5.1   Draft opinion on Antrodia camphorata mycelia powder as a novel food (NF 
2018/0329) Applicant: Golden Biotechnology Corp (EFSA-Q-2019-00759) 

The draft opinion was presented. The Panel reviewed and discussed the conclusions of the 

individual sections as well as the overall conclusions of the draft scientific opinion. The 

opinion was adopted by the Panel on 18 May 2022 subject to the incorporation of editorial 

changes. The full text of the opinion will be available in the coming weeks in the EFSA 

Journal here. 

6. New mandates  

Not applicable.  

7. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/Scientific Panels, EFSA, the 

European Commission 

Postponed. 

8. Other scientific topics for information and/or discussion 

8.1    Draft Opinion on the upper levels for Selenium (EFSA-Q-2020-00618) 

The Panel was presented with introductory sections of the draft Opinion, sections on data 

and methodology, and some sections related to hazard identification. The results of 

modelling of the relationship between selenium intake and risk of type 2 diabetes were 

presented. The UL WG is in the process of finalising the Opinion. The draft Opinion is 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2022-05/draft_nda_minutes_124_plen_26%20and%2029%20Apr%202022_pub_0.pdf
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2019-00759
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/%E2%80%8Cen/efsajournal/pub/7380
https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2020-00618
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foreseen for discussion/possible endorsement for release for public consultation at the next 

NDA Panel plenary meeting. 

 

8.2    Presentation of the GMO Panel activities  
 

The Chair of the Panel on Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO) gave a comprehensive 

insight on the remit of the GMO Panel and ongoing activities. The challenges posed by the 

risk assessment of GMO applications, where multiple working groups support the 

development of the scientific opinions, were described. The recent EC mandates, including 

the ones on biotechnologies were presented. Finally, possible fields of collaborations 

between the two Panels were highlighted. The presentation was followed by questions from 

the NDA Panel. The NDA Panel thanked the Chair of the GMO Panel for the presentation. 

 
8.3   Scientific opinion on development needs for allergenicity assessment of 

products derived from biotechnology  
 

The Chair of GMO WG Allergenicity provided a comprehensive insight on the scientific 

opinion of the GMO Panel. It formulates specific development needs, including research 

requirements for allergenicity assessment and protein safety. Current allergenicity risk 

assessment strategies are based on the principles and guidelines of the Codex Alimentarius 

initially published in 2003 and the core approach for the safety assessment is based on a 

‘weight-of-evidence’ approach. Experience gained and new developments in the field call 

for modernisation of some key elements of the allergenicity risk assessment, such as 

consideration of clinical relevance, route of exposure and potential threshold values of food 

allergens, the update of in silico tools, better standardisation of test materials and in 

vitro/in vivo protocols. Knowledge gaps and research needs were highlighted, including a 

roadmap to (re)define the allergenicity safety objectives and risk assessment needs to 

inform key questions for risk assessors and risk managers. The NDA Panel thanked the 

Chair of GMO WG Allergenicity for the presentation. 

 

8.4    Risk Assessment of microorganisms used in the agri-food chain  
 

The vice-Chair of BIOHAZ Panel presented an insight of the microbial risk assessment at 

EFSA, outlining different regulatory frameworks, relevant guidance documents for 

regulatory products, and general risk assessment concepts. The need for cross-cutting 

guidance and opportunity to fill the guidance gaps were highlighted. A cross-cutting 

guidance related to risk assessment of microorganisms has been proposed for topics to be 

included in the Scientific Committee work programme 2022-2024. 

 

An insight on the Microorganisms Pipelines Project was also presented. The scope is to 

develop and implement 3 pipelines (bacteria, yeasts/filamentous fungi and viruses) to 

analyse Whole Genome Sequence (WGS) data provided in technical dossiers of applications 

for regulated products dealing with microorganisms, which aims to support the risk 

assessor in the validation of WGS data. 

 

The NDA Panel thanked the vice-Chair of BIOHAZ Panel for the presentation. 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/topics/topic/new-advances-biotechnology
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2022.7044
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2022.7044
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8.5   Human health risk assessment of fluoride in food and drinking water  

taking into account all sources of exposure 
 

The Panel was given an overview of the protocol which defines the approach and 

methodology used for human health risk assessment of fluoride in food and drinking water, 

taking into account all sources of exposure. The terms of reference and deadline for the 

mandate were presented, as well as the context within which the protocol was prepared, 

the proposed scope of the hazard assessment, the risk assessment questions formulated 

for different pertinent outcomes, and the proposed systematic review approach.  The draft 

protocol was subject to publication and no comments were received. The NDA Panel 

thanked the Scientific Officer in charge of the project for the presentation.  

 

9. Any Other Business 

 
The next Plenary meeting of the NDA Panel will be held by web conference on 29 June – 01 July 2022.  

 

 

 

 


